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From  Havana  to  the  Mission 


Cuban  painter  Carmelo  González  with  one  of  his  paintings,  depicting  uOya:  Owner  of  the  Cemetery”,  an  Orisha  (goddess) 
of  the  Yoruban  religion.  His  work  can  be  seen  at  several  places  in  the  Mission.  See  Paula  Tejeda's  interview  on  Page  9 


Chateau’s  woes  leave  the  homeless  out  in  the  cold 

Innovative  home  for  the  severely  mentally  disabled  kept  vacant  by  legal  and  bureaucratic  troubles 


By  Victor  Miller 

Chateau  Agape,  a magnificent  14 
bedroom  Victorian,  near  the  comer 
of  Liberty  and  Guerrero,  was  once 
a source  of  neighborhood  pride,  as  well  as 
the  home  of  25  formerly  homeless  people, 
some  suffering  from  AIDS.  On  June  25, 
1994,  a discarded  cigarette  ignited  a dev- 
astating fire  that  left  the  board  and  care 
home  uninhabitable.  Repairs  were  finally 
completed  in  February  of  this  year  and  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  began 
paying  SI 2,000  a month  to  the  building’s 
owners  Leroy  and  Cathy  Looper,  so  that 
the  Chateau  could  again  serve  as  a home 
for  the  mentally  disabled  homeless  people. 
Westside  Community  Mental  Health,  that 
managed  Agape  at  the  time  of  the  fire  and 
was  scheduled  to  take  over  the  restored 
facility,  never  got  the  licensing  necessary 
to  operate  a board  and  care  home  and  last 
month  backed  out  of  the  project  all  togeth- 
er. 

The  result  is  the  City  has  so  far  paid 
$96,000  for  an  empty  mansion,  while  the 
homeless  it  was  intended  to  serve  continue 
to  live  beneath  freeways  and  in  vacant  lots. 
The  building’s  owners  Leroy  and  Kathy 
Looper,  who  lived  in  and  ran  Chateau 


Agape  previous  to  Westside ’s  tenure,  have 
reluctantly  agreed  to  assume  control  once 
again  but  they  can’t  do  so  until  licensing, 
contracting  and  other  bureaucratic  matters 
are  resolved.  This  means  the  Chateau 
remains  empty  until  sometime  in  the 
spring  of  1998,  when  the  25  lucky  home- 
less who  survive  the  brutality  of  the  El 
Niño  Winter  will  be  allowed  back  inside. 

The  house  suffered  some  minor  looting 
after  the  fire,  a fact  the  Loopers  discovered 
when  they  found  a chandelier  and  a stained 
glass  window  from  the  Chateau  for  sale  at 
a local  antique  store.  (The  storeowner  gra- 
ciously returned  tte  items.) 

For  security  purposes  the  Looper ’s  son 
Camlo  was  sleeping  in  the  house  at  night 
until  he  was  terrorized  by  a burglar  this 
past  Labor  Day  Weekend.  The  burglar  kept 
demanding,  “Are  you  queer?”  Camlo  was 
forced  to  flee,  pretty  much  naked,  out  into 
the  street  Since  then  the  City  has  provided 
a guard  at  night  but  Leroy  and  Kathy  must 
keep  watch  during  the  day.  Boarded  and 
empty,  the  Chateau,  which  was  once  a 
neighborhood  jewel,  is  now  an  eyesore. 

It  s a classic  San  Francisco  screwup, 
complicated  by  a lawsuit  brought  by  tte 
Loopers  against  the  City  and  County.  The 


Loopers  acquired  Chateau  Agape  in  1978 
when  it  had  over  one  hundred  code  viola- 
tions. They  lovingly  restored  it  made  it  a 
landmark  building  arel  created  a model 
program  for  housing  the  severely  mentally 
ill.  After  fifteen  years  of  hard  work,  they 

Continued  on  Page  Twenty 


Kathy  and  Leroy  Looper  plan  to  return 
to  Cateau  Agape  Photo  by  Vickie  Rega 


Credit  Union  loss 
caused  by  massive 
overdrafts  sets  off 
shockwaves 

The  account  of  one  nonprofit  is 
$200,000  short,  legal  actions 
involving  former  staff  and  two 
audits  are  underway 

by  Claudia  DeCost 

Serious  financial  and  management 
problems  have  come  to  light  this 
past  month  at  the  Mission  Area 
Federal  Credit  Union,  the  most  troubling 
problem  being  inordinately  high  overdrafts 
by  non-profit  organizations  including  the 
Mission  Language  and  Vocational  School 
(MLVS),  overdrawn  by  $200,000. 

“Right  now  the  Credit  Union  is  in  a 
severe  state  financially,”  stated  Matthew 
Rosen,  newly  elected  Board  of  Directors 
President  and  Board  member  since  last 
year.  An  internal  audit  revealed  an  eight 
percent  delinquency  rate  on  loans  equal  to 
$400,000  in  uncollected  payments  (2  per- 
cent is  normal).  Members  of  the  Credit 
Union  (MAFCU)  don’t  need  to  worry 
about  losing  their  money  because  it  is 
insured  for  up  to  $100,000  per  person,  dol- 
lar for  dollar. 

Both  Rosen  and  former  Board  member 
Jennie  Rodriguez,  now  on  the  Supervisory 
Committee,  have  confirmed  that  there  are 
other  organizations  with  unexplained  over- 
drafts 

Several  factors  complicate  the  situation. 
A former  manager  is  suing  the  Credit 
Union  for  wrongful  termination  of 
employment  and  the  Credit  Union  has 
filed  a counter  suit  Two  separate  audits 
are  underway  but  will  not  be  finished  until 
mid-October.  A bitter  and  disorderly  annu- 
al meeting  on  August  29  has  left  an  atmos- 
phere of  ill  will  and  one  of  the  four  board 
members  elected  at  that  meeting,  Jorge 
Lopez,  is  an  employment  specialist  at 
MLVS. 

Ricardo  Alba,  Deputy  Director  of 
MLVS.  said  the  school’s  cash  flow  prob- 
lems began  when  federal  funding  was 
reduced  last  year  and  that  they  are  “trying 
to  solve  the  situation  as  soon  as  possible  ” 
He  suggested  the  idea  of  trying  to  secure  a 
loan,  with  their  real  estate  holdings  as  col- 
lateral that  would  cover  the  overdraft. 
However,  according  to  Rodríguez,  if 
MAFCU  converts  the  overdraft  to  a loan, 
the  Credit  Union  would  not  be  entitled  to 
collect  insurance  money  should  MLVS 
default  on  the  loan  If  the  overrdraft  can  be 
shown  to  be  the  result  of  management  not 
following  MAFCU  policy  the  Credit 
Union  is  insured  for  the  loss. 

Staff  Shakeup 

Raquel  Castillo  Lewis  was  relieved  of 
her  duties  as  general  manager  when  the 
Board  first  became  aware  of  management 
problems  in  April.  Her  assistant,  Hugo 

Continued  on  Page  Four 
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Neighborhood  Discount! 


When  friends  & family  come  to  town, 
treat  them  to  the  elegance  they  deserve. 


The  Andora  Inn  is  a fully  restored 
Victorian  Manor  first  built  in  1875, 

located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
richly  international  Mission  District, 
known  as  one  of  the  most  exciting 
and  colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  City, 
with  wonderful  art  galleries,  murals, 
bookstores/cafés  and  exciting 
new  restaurants,  like  the  Elysium  Café, 
located  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Andora  Inn. 

Among  the  amenities  you  will  find  at  the  Inn: 

• Expanded  Continental  Breakfast 
• Five  Star  Serta  Mattresses 
• Color  TV  with  Remote  & VCR 

(Complimentary  Video  Selection } 


Tours  are  Available  by  Appointment 

Please  phone: 

(415)  282-0337  or  1 (800)  967-9219 


• AM/FM  Clock  Radios 
• Free  Local  Calls 
• Pleasant  Garden  Sun  Deck 


Our  Fax  is: 

(415)  282-2608 

Send  E-Mail  to: 

AndoraSF@aol.com 


Grand  Library  & Tranquil  Ambiance 


*$69  TO  $99 
*$99  TO  $199 


Rates  are  as  Follows: 

EUROPEAN  SHARED  BATH 
DELUXE  ROOMS  & SUITES 

(Add  14%  hotel  tax) 

* Discounted  Rates  for  Extended  Stays 

All  rates  are  per  night,  upon  availability  and  subject  to  change  without  notice 


The  Andora  Inn  is  located  on  a 
main  transit  and  B.A.R.T.  line. 
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North  Mission  Celebrates  October 

Month  of  events  will  showcase  arts,  diversity  and  vitality 


The  16th  Street/North  Mission 
Neighborhood  Association  of  resi- 
dents, merchants  and  arts  groups  is 
sponsoring  its  fifth  annual  October 
Celebration  Throughout  the  month,  youth 
and  family  events  will  be  featured,  begin- 
ning with  a Mission  Youth  Celebration 
Kick-Off  party  of  music,  dancing  and 
games  on  Friday  night,  October  3 at 
Columbia  Park  Boys  and  Girls  Club,  (450 
Guerrero).  Saturday,  October  18  is  Día  de 
la  Familia,  sponsored  by  Familia  Adelante 
and  the  Neighborhood  Safety  Partnership 
at  Maria  Alicia  Apartments,  3090  16th 
Street  at  Valencia  from  10  a m.  to  2 p.m. 
There  will  be  great  music,  and  loads  of 
information  for  families  about  immigrant 
rights,  job  training  opportunities,  arxl  voter 
registration  and  welfare  reform. 

The  annual  history  walk  and  slide  show 
of  the  North  Mission  will  be  on  Sunday, 
October  19,  meeting  at  9:30  a m.  for  coffee 
at  Ti  Couz,  (3108  16th  Street  near 
Valencia).  SFSU  Professor  Max 
Kirkeberg  gives  an  informative  and  fun 
walkthrough  the  North  Mission’s  past  and 
the  Greg  Gaar’s  slide  show  of  the  old 
Mission  area  is  not  to  be  missed. 

Throughout  the  month  of  October,  you 
have  the  opportunity  to  visit  Urban  Ait 
Works  by  the  young  people  of  St.  Johns’ 
Urban  Institute.  Over  the  summer,  neigh- 


borhood kids  from  the  Urban  Institute  cre- 
ated large  building  models  and  smaller  art 
works  to  illustrate  their  vision  of  a more 
youth  friendly  16th  Street.  The  show  will 
be  open  for  visitors  from  3 to  5 p.m, 
Monday  through  Friday  at  St.  John’s, 
(3040  16th  Street,  between  Valencia  and 
Mission). 

The  October  Celebration  will  conclude 
on  Halloween  night  with  a Trick  or  Treat 
and  Party  for  kids,  beginning  at  5:30  p.m. 
at  the  Mission  Playground,  (19th  & 
Valencia).  From  there  kids  with  parental 
supervision  can  visit  the  16th  Street  and 
Valencia  merchants  with  pumpkins  in  their 
windows,  who  will  treat  — not  trick  — 
them.  The  evening  will  conclude  with  a 
party  at  Columbia  Park  Boys  and  Girls 
Club.  Throughout  the  month,  the  16th 
Street/North  Mission  Association  will  be 
selling  SI  raffle  tickets  at  all  of  the  events. 
The  prizes  are  from  our  local  merchants, 
including  dinners,  gifts  and  theater  tickets. 

Please  see  the  ad  in  this  paper  and 
posters  all  over  the  neighborhood  for  more 
information  on  these  and  other  events, 
including  a BART  design  workshop  and 
ExperiMission — Sparrow’s  End:  An 

Urban  Street  Fantasia.  Or  call  332- 
5800x116  and  leave  a message.. 


In  Memory  of  Gary  Herrera 


By  Tracy  Brown 

We  would  like  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity to  acknowledge  the  life  of 
Gary  Herrera.  Gary  Herrera 
died  on  August  8,  1997.  In  his  final  year  of 
life,  he  showed  the  determination  and  aspi- 
rations that  many  young  people  take  for 
granted.  You  see,  Gary  was  confined  to  a 
wheelchair  for  most  of  his  life.  Gary 
through  his  life  accomplishments  served  as 
a positive  role  model  to  not  only  the  dis- 
abled community  but  to  all  young  people. 
Gary  Herrera  attended  Mission  High 
School  where  this  past  year  he  served  as 
senior  class  president  (Class  of  ‘97).  This 
year,  he  traveled  to  New  York  to  receive 
the  Edmund  J.  Sullivan  award  for  out- 
standing journalists  “who  have  fought  for 
the  right  to  speak  their  minds  in  pursuit  of 
the  truth”  with  the  West  Wing  school 
newspaper.  In  his  last  year,  he  worked  with 
others  to  organize  the  student  walkout  at 
Mission  High  School  that  Mayor  Willie 
Brown  joined.  Gary  continuously  advocat- 
ed for  Mission  High  School  and  was  com- 
mitted to  stop  the  reconstitution.  Our  fam- 
ily would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to 
thank  the  staff  of  Mission  High  School  for 
instilling  the  leadership  qualities  that  Gary 
learned  as  a student  (1993-1997  staff).  We 
wish  to  thank  the  student  body  for  taking 
in  Gary  and  making  him  a part  of  it  all. 
Gary  will  live  on  in  our  hearts  and  memo- 
ries. We  hope  to  see  the  continued  student 
activism  at  Mission  High  school  that  Gary 
loved  so  much. 

Gary  Herrera  died  while  on  vacation  in 
Mexico.  He  was  buried  in  his  homeland,  as 
he  would  have  wanted. 


“After  today,  we  must  take  the  next  step 
in  fulfilling  our  reputation  of  advocating 
for  what  we  believe  in  our  hearts  is  right.” 
Gary  Herrera 


Writing  Workshop 
The  Personal  Essay 


Recount  the  great  moments  of  your  life: 
the  traveler’s  tales,  the  family  secrets, 
the  deaths,  the  loves,  the  connections 
you  make  that  explain  the  world. 

FREE  BROCHURE  648-8533 


West  Valley 


Specialist  in  I cTiiiitc  ( out  ml 

l-nviruninenfal  Security 

I ei'iuite  Inspections  and 
Structural  Repairs 


Termite  Control 


1 

J 


( hemical  Treatments 

Professional  Service 

( omplctc  Structural  Pest 
Control  Services 


Serving  ihc  Entire  v „ , 

“ *«■  [(415)737-0527  Fax  (415)  871-1625  ) 

Commercial  - Residential 


Want  to  improve  the 
16th  Street  BART  Plaza? 

Come  to  a 

community  workshop 

Saturday 
October  25  ,1997 
10AM-1PM 
474  Valencia  Street 
Second  Floor  Auditorium 

For  more  info,  call  Doug  Shoemaker 
of  Mission  Housing  at  864-6432,  ext  315 

Sponsored  by  BART,  the  Metropolitan  Transportation  Commission, 

& the  San  Francisco  County  Transportation  Authority 
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Credit  Union  Continued  from  Page  One 


Cruz,  was  kept  on  as  interim  manager, 
even  though  he  was  implicated  in  many  of 
the  accusations  against  Castillo.  His  con- 
tract expired  on  August  29.  “Hugo’s 
largesse  put  the  Credit  Union  in  the  red  ,” 
Rodriguez  said. 

Raquel  Castillo  admits  that  MLVS  was 
having  some  overdraft  problems  that  she 
was  trying  to  resolve,  but  insists  the 
amount  was  “way  under  $100,000”  when 
she  left 

When  asked  for  a statement  on  tire 
Credit  Union’s  plans,  Rosen  replied,  “My 
goal  is  to  rectify  the  situation.”  He 
explained  that  the  Board  is  “planning  to 
reach  out  to  the  membership  while  respect- 
ing privacy.  We  will  give  full  financial  dis- 
closure as  soon  as  possible.’’  According  to 
Rodriguez,  two  audits  will  be  conducted 
with  results  due  mid-October,  the  National 
Credit  Union  Association  is  conducting 
one  and  MAFCU  is  also  hiring  a private 
auditor. 

The  National  Credit  Union  Association 
is  working  with  MAFCU  to  resolve  the 
many  issues  plaguing  them,  including  a 
wrongful  termination  suit  filed  by  Raquel 
Castillo  and  the  search  for  a new  General 
Manager.  Joaqin  Lezama,  who  started  in 
late  August  as  Castillo’s  replacement,  has 
already  quit.  It  was  Lezama  who  reported 
the  MLVS  delinquency  problems  to  the 
Board.  Patclco  Credit  Union  has  provided 
an  experienced  interim  manager.  Hugo 
Cruz  liad  given  up  his  position  to  be  inter- 
im manager  before  Lezama  came  on  and 
had  fired  the  former  operations  manager, 


thus  leaving  MAFCU  with  no  experienced 
senior  staff. 

Joseph  Mutti,  current  Board  member 
and  Board  President  while  these  problems 
were  developing,  said,  “Sure,  we  (the 
Board)  take  responsibility”,  it  was  on  our 
watch.  But  I acted  on  information  I 
received  from  the  executive  director  in  a 
manner  that  I deemed  to  be  appropriate 
and  still  do  today.” 

Raquel  Medina,  whose  term  on  the 
Board  ran  out  in  August,  said  “Although 
most  of  the  problems  are  typical  growing 
pains,  the  fact  is  a few  individuals  took 
advantage  of  this  small  Financial  institu- 
tion. These  few  wounded  MAFCU  by 
treating  checking  accounts  like  open  lines 
of  credit  and  loans  like  grants  When  the 
last  board  of  directors  took  steps  to  uncov- 
er and  stop  these  abuses,  those  benefiting 
from  the  abuse  attempted  to  take  control." 

MAFCU  was  founded  over  25  years  ago 
and  has  grown  from  600  members  with 
$500,000  in  assets  in  1986  to  4,000  mem- 
bers w'ith  $10  million  in  assets  as  of  1997 

Mutti  said,  “Current  losses  are  due  to  a 
combination  of  bad  loan  underwriting  and 
bad  collection  efforts,  but  that  as  a com- 
munity agency,  it  is  quite  normal  that  we 
offer  some  risky  loans.” 

Previous  Conflicts 

Problems  first  became  apparent  a year 
ago,  just  before  the  1996  general  member- 
ship meeting.  David  Lewis,  a co-founder 
of  the  Credit  Union,  quit  the  Board  after 


over  twenty  years  of  service  because  he 
was  angry  that  his  fellow  Board  members 
did  not  want  to  expel,  much  less  publicly 
censure,  a very  delinquent  and,  according 
to  Lewis,  abusive  non-profit  customer, 
Hispanic  Media.  Lewis,  as  a regular  mem- 
ber, was  able  to  rally  the  attending  mem- 
bership at  last  year’s  general  meeting  to 
expel  the  group 

A few  months  later,  problems  arose 
with  Raquel  Castillo,  general  manager  for 
ten  years  and  David  Lewis’s  wife.  She  was 
relieved  of  her  duties  in  April,  1997. 
Castillo  “speculates”  that  she  was  termi- 
nated because  of  her  husband's  problems 
with  the  Board,  because  she  was  demand- 
ing accountability  to  the  membership,  and 
because  she  was  “putting  the  Board  on  the 
spot”.  She  has  filed  a wrongful  termination 
suit. 

The  Board  has  responded  with  a coun- 
lersuit,  which  gives  four  reasons  for  her 
termination  and  asks  for  in  excess  of 
$50,000  in  damages.  The  Board's  suit 
claims:  1.)  Castillo  secretly  approved 
improper  compensation  of  approximately 
$10,000  for  her  assistant  manager,  Hugo 
Cruz;  2.)  she  charged  the  cost  of  two  cel- 
lular phones  for  herself  and  her  husband  to 
MAFCU;  3.)  she  approved  an  improper 
second  mortgage  loan  that  cost  MAFCU 
$25,000;  and  4.)  she  improperly  released 
collateral  for  a loan  to  herself.  According 
to  Mutti,  Castillo’s  role  in  the  $200,000 
overdraft  and  other  overdrafts  has  not  yet 
been  addressed. 

“Their  allegations  are  not  backed  up 
with  documentation,”  Castillo  firmly 
explained.  She  says  the  board  acted 
improperly  by  not  informing  her  or  the 
membership  of  charges,  and  by  allowing 
her  assistant  manager,  Hugo  Cruz,  access 
to  bank  records  for  a full  nine  days  before 
calling  in  an  independent  auditor.  If  she 
wins  her  suit,  any  monetary  award  will  be 
covered  by  MAFCU  s insurance.  “People 
know  me  as  an  honest  person  in  the  com- 
munity,” she  said,  which  was  evident  by 
the  support  she  received  at  last  month’s 
acrimonious  membership  meeting. 

Turmoil  at  the  Annual  Meeting 

Support  for  Hugo  Cruz  was  also  quite 
vocal  that  night,  and  visible  on  white  T- 
shirts  with  large  black  letters  that  said 
“Total  Recall”  on  front  and  simply  “Hugo” 
on  back.  Cruz  said  he  didn’t  know  why  the 
Board  did  not  keep  him  on  after  he  served 
a 90-day  contract  as  interim  manager. 

Supervisory  Committee  member  Jerry 
Weitz  made  it  quite  clear  why  Cruz  was 
not  kept  on.  “He  didn’t  do  anybody’s  job,” 
Weitz  said  after  explaining  that  Cruz  not 
only  was  serving  as  acting  manager,  but 
also  was  being  paid  to  do  his  former  job  as 
well  as  that  of  the  operations  manager  he 
had  fired.  His  salary  was  $6500/month, 
equal  to  almost  twice  what  Castillo  had 
been  earning. 

Weitz  was  mystified  at  Cruz’s  apparent 
surprise  in  not  being  kept  on  because, 
according  to  Weitz,  “[Cruz]  asked  for  a 


good  recommendation,  as  if  he  were  aware 
he  would  not  be  staying.” 

The  August  29  meeting  was  attended  by 
an  estimated  200  people,  not  all  of  who 
were  members.  The  meeting  was  sched- 
uled for  5:00  p.m.  on  the  Friday  before 
Labor  Day  weekend,  in  a windowless 
room  that  held  about  100  chairs.  It  was  not 
until  after  6:00  p.m.  that  the  meeting 
moved  to  a larger  room  downstairs  from 
the  Credit  Union.  By  this  time,  many 
angry  and  uncomfortable  attendees  were 
in  no  mood  to  be  courteous  to  a group  of 
children  who  had  been  waiting  patiently  to 
make  a presentation  on  their  activities  as 
part  of  the  Youth  Credit  Union. 

After  about  ten  minutes  of  vehement 
arguing  and  yelling  by  the  adults,  the  chil- 
dren bravely  introduced  themselves  and 
explained  their  organizational  goals,  then 
they  got  out  of  there  as  quickly  as  possible. 

Once  the  Board  accepted  the  proposal 
to  change  the  agenda  for  the  meeting  to  let 
David  Lewis  speak  his  piece  and  to  move 
the  elections  to  the  beginning,  the  atten- 
dees almost  calmed  down. 

The  shouting  continued,  with  members 
calling  out  questions  such  as  “What  about 
Raquel?”  and  demanding  to  know  the  full 
story  on  personnel  decisions,  and  Board 
members  trying  to  calm  the  situation  and 
respond,  without  revealing  any  personally 
private,  if  not  legally  private,  information. 

Joseph  Mutti,  who  was  chairing  the 
meeting,  said  afterward  that  he  has  already 
been  sued  once,  unsuccessfully,  by  Raquel 
Castillo  for  his  comments  and  doesn’t 
want  to  risk  that  again.  “You  can’t  say  any- 
thing without  being  threatened,”  he 
lamented. 

Mitch  Salazar,  Executive  Director  of 
the  Real  Alternatives  Program,  who 
received  107  votes,  was  not  legally  elected 
because  he  was  not  a member  of  the  Credit 
Union  as  of  August  29.  Joseph  Mutti 
explained  that  Salazar’s  position  was  later 
officially  reopened  and  Salazar,  who  has 
since  joined  MAFCU,  was  appointed  to 
the  same  position.  Salazar  then  made  an 
unsuccessful  attempt  to  be  elected  Board 
president. 

Rosen,  a lawyer,  said  that  as  far  as  he 
knows,  they  are  not  necessarily  dealing 
with  illegalities  by  MAFCU  management 
and  MLVS,  but  rather  with  mismanage- 
ment. “This  puts  the  Credit  Union  at  a lot 
of  risk.  My  understanding  is  that  there  are 
other”  similar  cases,  he  said. 

Joe  Petrosky  of  the  National  Credit 
Union  Association  did  not  return  phone 
calls,  but  Mutti  said  they  are  “very 
involved  and  are  helping  to  work  things 
out” 

Rosen  said  that  his  main  goal  as  Board 
president  is  “to  create  more  unity  within 
the  Board  and  the  membership”  while  cor- 
recting past  mistakes.  All  Board  and 
Supervisory  Committee  members  seemed 
genuinely  concerned  with  the  welfare  of 
the  Credit  Union  as  a neighborhood  insti- 
tution. And  not  without  reason. 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 

611  Florida  Street  (Near  18th  St.) 
S.F.,  CA  94110 

(415)  285-8588 

VOLKSWAGEN  OWNERS 

LOVE  YOUR  VW? 

WANNA  KEEP  IT  ALIVE? 

WE  OFFER  YOU  THREE  POSSIBILITIES 

• Our  VW  Service  Department  is  staffed  by  two 
mechanics  with  a combined  total  of  70  years  of 
VW  repair  experience. 

• We  offer  a unique  service  with  our  "do  it  yourself" 
plan.  Become  a member  and  you  have  a place  to 
work,  the  tools  you  need,  and  the  technical 
advice  to  get  the  job  done. 

• We  offer  two  types  of  auto  repair  classes: 

► A VW  Repair  Class  specifically  for  learning 
about  your  air-cooled  VW 

► Basic  Auto  Mechanics  for  Men  & Women 

You  can  see  that  we  have  all  bases  covered. 
We  would  be  pleased  to  assist  you  in  any  of 
the  directions  you  choose 

San  Francisco  Auto  Repair  Center 
services  all  domestic  and  foreign  vehicles 
Official  California  Smog  Station 
Honest  work  at  fair  prices 

OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

(415)  285-8588 


$10  OFF 
SMOG 

INSPECTION 


FREE  BRAKE  & 
SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

(S25  VALUE) 


$10  OFF 
OIL  CHANGE 


COMMUNITY  AND  GOVERNMENTAL 

RELATIONS  REPRESENTATIVE 

UCSF  SEEKS  A PROFESSIONAL  WITH  SIX  YEARS  OF 
COMBINED  COMMUNITY  AND/OR  GOVERNMENTAL 
RELATIONS  EXPERIENCE/EDUCATION  FOR  A 
PERMANENT  STAFF  POSITION  WORKING  WITH  THE 
SAN  FRANCISCO  COMMUNITY  AND  LOCAL  STATE 
AND  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT.  EXPERIENCE  IN 
TRACKING  LEGISLATION,  ADVOCACY,  PLANNING 
RELATED  ISSUES  AND  CITIZEN  OUTREACH  DESIRED 
SALARY  RANGE:  $3,692  - 5,533/MONTH. 

APPLICATION  DEADLINE  OCTOBER  15,1997.SEND 
RESUME  TO:  UCSF  HR  JOB  CODE  NSFC8563,  1350  7™ 
AVENUE,  SF.CA  94143-0832  aa/eoe/mfdv 
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Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Guardian  Angle 

Editor: 

I am  writing  to  complain  about  your 
reply  to  Randy  Stipp.  Randy  claims  there 
were  some  racist  remarks  in  some  past 
issues  of  your  paper.  In  an  attempt  to 
rebuff  him,  you  don’t  treat  him  as  an  indi- 
vidual, but  instead  lump  him  together  with 
others  of  his  race  and  attribute  to  him 
thoughts  and  feelings  you  feel  his  race  has. 
This  is  the  very  essence  of  racism. 
Obviously,  racism  against  whites  is  not  the 
problem  in  this  country.  I also  don’t  agree 
with  Randy  when  he  says  whites  are  a vul- 
nerable minority  in  the  Mission. 

But  if  we  are  to  fight  racism,  we  have  to 
understand  its  nature.  A big  part  of  racism 
involves  stripping  someone  of  their  indi- 
vidual identity  and  then  projecting  on  to 
them  subjective  stereotypes. 

Randy  also  raises  the  issue  of  police 
brutality  against  “undesirable”  whites.  You 
dismiss  this  claim  by  saying  that  it  doesn’t 
happen  unless  the  whites  are  ’hanging  with 
minority  youth.’ 

Once  again,  I don’t  think  that  police 
misconduct  towards  whites  is  the  problem, 
since  African-Americans  and  Latinos  are 
more  likely  to  be  mistreated  but  the  fact  is 
whites  can  get  a beating,  too.  Here  are  a 
few  examples:  1)  the  highly  publicized 
videotape  of  cops  stomping  the  necks  and 
heads  of  white  pot  growers  near  Santa 
Cruz.  They  were  not  “hanging  with  minor- 
ity youth”;  2)  the  highly  publicized  inci- 
dent in  the  Excelsior  District  that  involved 
an  officer  shooting  an  Irish  boy  in  the  back 
in  broad  daylight;  and  3)  while  protesting 
the  American  Slaughter  of  Iraqi  citizens,  I 
saw  cops  giving  the  “full  treatment”  to 
many  white  protestors. 

I think  the  most  bothersome  thing  about 
your  reply  is  the  overall  pompous  and  arro- 
gant tone. 

I felt  like  I was  reading  the  Bay 
Guardian. 

J.D.  Sanders 


Drug  Stories 

Editor: 

I am  writing  about  a neighborhood 
security  problem  at  a store  at  1979  Mission 
Street  in  San  Francisco. 

This  store  shares  a parking  lot  with 
another  business,  Kragen  Auto  Parts. 
EVERY  time  I park  in  this  parking  lot,  I 
am  confronted  with  prostitutes  offering  me 
their  services,  chug  dealers  insisting  I pur- 
chase their  products,  assorted  unsavory 
people  offering  to  sell  me  all  kiwis  of 
items,  etc.  There  are  always  a half  dozen 
people  working  on  their  autos,  pouring 
auto  chemicals  into  the  drains.  Oh,  let  us 
not  forget  the  many  people  pan-handling  at 
the  doors  to  both  businesses. 

I have  complained  to  the  managers  of 
both  businesses.  They  agree  the  parking  lot 
is  a problem  but  they  both  tell  me  that  the 
parking  lot  is  not  theirs.  It  is  clearly  posted 
that  the  parking  is  ONLY  for  Walgreen’s 
and  Kragen 

Both  businesses  have  security  guards 
and  both  businesses  refuse  to  allow  them 
to  patrol  the  parking  lot.  Walgreens  even 
closes  the  parking  entrance  door  two  hours 
before  they  close  the  store! 

I am  very  upset  that  Walgreens  and 


Kragen  refuse  to  make  the  parking  lot  safe 
and  secure  for  their  customers.  I do  not 
expect  the  San  Francisco  police  to  patrol 
private  parking  lots.  If  your  company 
wants  to  do  business  at  this  location,  you 
have  an  obligation  to  provide  a reasonably 
safe,  secure  parking  lot  To  compound  this 
problem  it  is  next  door  to  a school  play- 
ground. 

I am  hoping  by  that  bringing  this  prob- 
lem to  your  attention,  it  will  be  improved 
and  reflect  the  good  neighbor  policy 
Walgreen’s  has  always  had. 

James  Harris 


Editor: 

Wanna  buy  some  drugs?  Just  look  for 
the  guy  with  the  white  hat  in  Walgreen’s 
parking  lot  on  Capp  Street  near  16th  Street 
He  supplies  most  of  the  junkies  in  the 
Mission.  They  can  be  seen  every  day, 
shooting  up  at  the  back  door  of 
Walgreen’s,  next  to  Marshall  Elementajy 
School. 

Anonymous 

Curb  Service 

Editor: 

I was  walking  down  Valencia  Street,  on 
my  way  to  the  16th  Street  Block  Party,  and 
stepped  off  the  curb  at  20th  Street,  two  sec- 
onds too  soon  before  the  light  changed  to 
green. 

Before  I reached  the  other  side  of  the 
street  a bike  patrol  rode  up  to  me  and  said 
that  I should  obey  traffic  signals  and  that  I 
could  be  fined  $100  (or  was  it  $500?)  To 
not  obeying  a traffic  signal,  I admitted  that 
I was  two  seconds  too  soon,  (but  only] 
after  carefully  checking  all  directions 
before  crossing. 

I engaged  him  in  a discussion  about  his 
focus  on  me,  instead  of  the  drivers  whom 
were  running  red  lights  and  cutting  off 
pedestrians  during  right  turns.  He  assured 
me  that  he  was  watching  everyone  and  that 
could  get  fined  next  time.  I emphasized  the 
dangerous  intersection  at  Mission  and 
Valencia  (near  Burger  King).  Inattentive 
drivers  insist  on  rolling  stops  and  right 
turns,  ignoring  pedestrians. 

As  a pedestrian,  public  transit  rider  and 
25-year  resident  of  San  Francisco,  I’ve 
noticed  an  increased  road  rage  awl  disre- 
gard for  pedestrians  and  cyclists  that  bor- 
ders on  hostility. 

Is  it  too  much  to  ask  SFPD  to  focus  on 
drivers  who  break  the  law  so  we  can  create 
a pedestrian-safe,  bicycle-friendly  city? 
After  the  police  cyclist  left,  I saw  two 
more  red  light  runners  on  Valencia  Street 
and  wondered,  why  me? 

C J Wisnieski 

Dovre  Dramatics 

Editor 

We  wish  to  respond  to  Paula  Tejeda’s 
query  in  La  Tina  (New  Mission  News, 
September  1997)  regarding  the  current  sit- 
uation between  the  Dovre  Club  and  the 
Women’s  Building.  It  is  unfortunate  that 
Ms.  Tejeda  took  such  a simplistic  approach 
to  such  a complicated  issue  with  her  ques- 
tion, “Why  can’t  we  get  along  as  a com- 
munity?” A closer  look  at  the  history 
between  the  Dovre  Club  and  the  Women’s 
Building  (a  nonprofit,  multi-service  com- 
munity center)  will  uncover  a multitude  of 
interesting  facts.  Also,  in  contrast  to  Ms. 
Tejeda’s  implied  criticism,  the  Women’s 
Building  has  shown  great  respect  for  the 
late  Pat  Nolan,  and  we  are  also  proud  of 
our  role  in  public  outreach  regarding 
ongoing  immigrant  issues  and  in  welcom- 
ing various  immigrant  populations  to  the 
Women’s  Building. 

There  are  two  overriding  issues.  1)  u a 


income  families  need  affordable  childcare, 
and  2)  the  Women’s  Building  must  reno- 
vate and  seismically  upgrade  its  four-story 
building  to  remain  in  existence.  These  two 
issues  are  being  integrated  in  a far-reach- 
ing organizational  plan  that  will  affect  not 
only  the  Mission  community  but  our  ongo- 
ing presence  on  a national  and  internation- 
al scale.  Our  mission,  to  provide  women 
and  girls  with  the  tools  and  resources  they 
need  to  develop  their  full  potential  and 
participate  equally  in  the  governance  of 
their  lives  and  communities,  is  linked  to  all 
our  programming  and  services. 

Sadly,  the  Dovre  Club’s  current  stance 
makes  pats  on  the  back,  good  will  and 
swilling  down  a shot  of  bourbon  an  impos- 
sibility. 

Carla  Sarvis,  Program  Director 

The  Women’s  Building 

Paula  Tejeda  Responds 

Never  underestimate  a simplistic 
approach;  after  all,  it  is  the  approach  of  the 
“average  Joe.”  As  far  as  the  status  of  non- 
profits in  this  community.  I’ll  give  you 
another  simplistic  approach;  I’m  not  alone 
in  finding  them  self-serving,  chaotic  and 
not  living  up  to  folk’s  expectations.  The 
idea  that  the  Dovre  Club  makes  a profit 
amazes  me,  since  most  small  businesses  in 
the  Mission  don’t.  But,  I will  add  that  it 
lights  up  the  beautiful  Women’s  Building’s 


mural  at  night,  making  at  least  one 
Mission  comer  attractive.  As  far  as  the 
Day  Care  Center  goes,  I know  for  a fact 
that  active  members  of  this  community 
suggested  a 24-hour  drop-in  day  care  cen- 
ter ten  years  ago.  In  those  days,  children 
were  not  a priority  to  women’s  issues.  The 
day  care  center  is  long  overdue.  Also,  can 
it  be  that  in  that  entire  building  the  only 
available  space  for  a day  care  center  is  The 
Dovre  Club? 

I insist  that  the  true  issue  at  hand  is  that 
we  live  in  a “label  society,”  very  political- 
ly correct  with  each  other,  but  incapable  of 
truly  relating  in  an  honest,  human  and  nat- 
ural way.  A society  so  out  of  touch  with 
respect,  so  obsessed  with  individual  rights 
that  it  isn’t  even  aware  when  it  is  stepping 
all  over  other  people’s  beliefs,  traditions  or 
rights,  for  that  matter.  As  groups,  maybe 
the  gringos,  the  Latinos,  the  gays,  the 
Chinese  and  the  Arabs  clash.  So  what? 
The  point  is  that  we  all  do  clash,  but  when 
we  relate  with  each  other  as  one  human 
being  to  another,  when  we  abandon  our 
labels  and  create  relationships  with  each 
other,  we  forget  our  differences,  except  in 
a society  that  makes  it  lucrative  to  carry  a 
label.  If  it  says  “Libby’s”  on  the  label,  will 
you  like  it  at  your  table? 

I imagine  there  is  a deep  war  of  egos 
between  these  two  institutions.  I just  wish 
other  issues  got  as  much  attention! 


freewheel  bike  shop 


m<sw  craa  5 © © 3 ® ora  ©frar®  ■fT 

980  Valencia  ■-miiWlfJ 


£4,0.00  1 

open  12-7pm  closed  monday! 

Expert  Repairs-Custom  Framesets 

Hands  on  classes  @1920Hayes  #752-9195 


Pro  Fleece  sweatshirt  $38 
loose  fit  jeans  $24 
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Day  mf  the  Dead 

Bigger  and  deader  than  ever  in  ‘97 


This  year’s  Day  of  the  Dead 
Procession,  with  ritual  perfor- 
mances all  along  the  route,  will 


begin  at  6 p.m.  on  Sunday,  November  2 at 
24th  and  Bryant,  proceed  south  on  Bryant 
to  25th  St  and  west  on  25th  to  Mission. 


Procession  participants  can  then  visit 
Mission  Cultural  Center’s  Labyrinth  of 
Life  and  Death,  a maze  of  altars,  similar 
to  the  one  at  New  College  Cultural  Center 
(see  below).  The  procession  then  continues 
north  on  Mission  to  24th  SL,  east  on  24th 
St.,  to  Balmy  and  through  Balmy  Alley  to 
Garfield  Park  for  a closing  ritual.  This 
year’s  event  is  held  in  honor  of  our  ances- 
tors. Wear  a costume.  Bring  candles  and 
incense. 

A benefit  to  help  defray  procession 
expenses  will  be  held  on  Saturday, 
October  11  at  Cell  Space  2050  BryanL 
The  benefit  features  an  opening  ritual  by 
Francisco  X.  Alarcon  and  Starhawk,  plus 
performances  by  Keith  Hennesy,  Jeff 
Mooney,  Teresa  la  Trapesista  and  Dj 
Black.  Doors  open  at  7:30,  suggested 
donation  $5-10  Call  864-1450. 

Day  of  the  Dead  related  events  occur- 
ring throughout  the  month  are: 

The  New  College  Cultural  Center  at 
766  Valencia  is  planning  three  Day  of  the 
Dead  events.  On  October  9 at  6 p.m.,  there 
will  be  a Day  of  the  Dead  workshop  on  tra- 
ditional ways  to  celebrate,  especially 
building  commemorative  altars.  On 
October  25th  the  Day  of  the  Dead  exhibit, 
(Labyrinth  of  Life  and  Death,  a maze  of 
altars  by  local  artists),  opens  from  1 to  5 
p.m.  On  November  2 at  5 pm  there  will  be 
a reception  for  face  painting  and  other 
preparations  for  the  big  procession  from 
24th  and  Bryant. 

The  Community  Music  Center 
Orchestra  will  perform  a Day  of  the  Dead 
Concert  at  the  First  Congregational 
Church  (Post  and  Mason)  on  Friday  Oct. 
31  at  8.p.m.  Conducted  by  Urs  Leonhardt 
Steiner,  the  concert  will  be  a mix  of 
spooky  and  Latin  influenced  music. 
Concert  admission  is  $10  at  the  door,  half 
price  for  those  who  come  in  costume. 


Galeria  de  la  Raza/Studio  24  at  2457 
24th  St.  is  celebrating  Day  of  the  Dead 
with  a series  of  events.  Electronic 
Memories/Recuerdos  Electrónicos  will  be 
on  display  from  Oct.  7 through  Nov.  8 at 
the  gallery.  The  celebration  is  designed  to 
mix  high  tech  with  tradition.  The  gallery 
will  host  a free  reception  on  Saturday  Nov. 
1 from  3 p.m.  to  6 p.m  for  the  artists;  Alma 
Lopez,  Jacalyn  Lopez-Garcia,  Juan 
Menzor,  Renee  Moreno.  Christina  Ibarra, 
Lupe  Portillo  and  Ray  Santiesteban. 
Ventanas  Para  Los  Muertos  (Windows  for 
the  Dead)  is  a joint  project  between 
Galería  and  24th  Street  Merchants. 
Windows  along  the  commercial  corridor 
will  be  fixed  with  altars  and  artwork  by 
artists  from  (Re)  Generation  Project  from 
Oct  25  through  Nov  8.  Group  tours  of  the 
gallery  are  $20. 

Peña  Del  Sur  at  2870  A 22nd  St  is  cel- 
ebrating the  day  with  an  altar  exhibit  and 
concert  on  Saturday  Nov  1 . Doors  open  at 
8 p.m.  and  the  concert  featuring  Mexican 
music  starts  at  10  p.m.  Admission  to  the 
altar  exhibit  is  free  but  the  concert  is  five 
dollars.  The  entire  event  is  dedicated  to  tte 
Zapatista  movement  in  Mexico  Call 
5501101 

The  Bare  Bones:  a Day  of  Dead  exhibit 
will  be  on  display  at  the  Gallery 
Luscombe  ,3040  24th  St.,  from  Oct.23 
through  Nov  9.  Curator  Sal  Garcia  will 
head  this  celebration  of  life  and  death.  A 
reception  at  the  Gallery  is  schedule  for 
Sunday  Nov  2 from  3 p.m.  to  6 p.m. 

Oct.  19  through  Nov.  5,  Art  Beat 
Gallery,  3266  21st  St.,  will  display  a Day 
of  the  Dead  altar  installed  by  artist  José 
Ramón  Lerma.  On  Sunday,  Nov.  2,  from 
2p.m.  to  5p.m.,  the  gallery  will  host  a spe- 
cial Day  of  the  Dead  receptioa  Admission 
is  free  and  parking  is  available 


Sept.  28  - Oct.  18  Gilberto  Osorio 

“ Commodity  Fetish ” - Polyester  resin  8 C acrylics  on  textile  sculpture 

Oct.  9 Presentation  by  G.  Osorio  & Bon  Voyage  Party 
7*30  D m for  members  of  the  Asociación  Cultural  Yoruba  de  Cuba 

* /fxfv  fcaturm8  works  by  visiting  artist  Carmelo  González 

O t 1 9 bw  de  los  Muertos 

to  Nov  2^^11k^tar  ^or  t^e  Dead 

installation  by  gallery  artist  José  Lerma 
& hand  colored  photographs  by  Cllltis  Fukllda  & Lissa  Jones 

Nov.  2 Día  de  los  Muertos 


2 to  5 p.m. 


Special  Reception 

Regularly  featuring  abstract  paintings,  collages,  mixed  media  works 
on  paper,  painted  pottery,  raku  ceramics,  collectables  and  jewelry. 

Personal  checks  are  accepted.  Layaway  plans  are  available. 

3266  -21st  Street,  off  Valencia 
415*643-8721 


How  You  Can  Own  Your  Home 


*5%  Down 

^Mortgage  Assistance  ($  0 -$333  per  month) 
* Deferred  Secondary  Financing 
"City  Seconds  " (from  $8,500  - $40,000) 


Interested  In  Owning  Your 
First  Home? 


101  VALENCIA  offers  you  exciting 
city  living  at  a price  you  can  afford! 


Centrally  located  within  walking  distance  to  San  Francisco's 
exciting  neighborhoods , transportation  and  downtown 
cultural  centers  u SOMA , Castro  and  Mission  Districts 
m BART  and  MUNI  m 


101  VALENCIA  offers  first  time  homebuyers  an  exciting  opportunity  to 
purchase  a home  at  these  affordable  prices: 

2 Bedrooms  from  $140,000  2 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $165,000 

3 Bedrooms  from  $180,000  3 Bedrooms  + loft  from  $200,000 


* Available  for  qualified  households.  Income,  household  size  and  resale  reslriclions  will  apply 

For  more  information  Call  -Toll  Free - Suzy  Kurinsky:l/800-793-l773 
To  receive  informational/application  packet,  please  complete  the  form  below 
and  mail  to:  101  VALENCIA  c/o  Affordable  Housing  Marketing  & Sales, 
P-O.  Box  281527,  San  Francisco,  CA  94128-1527  or  fax  it  to  1/510-795-8317 


SPECIAL  HOME  FEATURES 


*109  New  Condominiums  with  16  different 
floor  plans  including  40  with  lofts. 

* Designed  by  an  award  winning  architectural  team. 

*Bay  windows  available  in  some  floor  plans. 

* Beautifully  landscaped  central  private  courtyard. 
* Childcare  center  on  premises 
* Secured  buildings,  underground  parking 
and  much  more . 

EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY 


íf  Yes!  Send  information  on  101  VALENCIA. 

Name  of  Applicant 

Current  Address  

City Zip 

Day  Phone_ Evening  Phone 

Annual  Gross  Household  Income  from  all  sources  $ 

Resources  Available  for  Downpayment  & Closing  Costs  $ 

Number  of  people  in  household: Ages 

I (We)  would  be  interested  in  a : 

□ 2BR  Q 3BR 

□ 2BR  + loft  □ 3BR  +loft  Q 4BR 


Applicant's  Signature 

Co-Applicant  Signature 
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FLASHCARDS! 

BY  JAKWITCH 

Tarot  for  the  rest  of  us. 

Día  De  Los  Muertos  Hallowe'en  All  Souls. 
The  Cards:  Death  & Judgement 


As  if  this  month’s  FLASHcards  could 
be  anything  but  . . . Greetings  from  the 
Other  Side!  ‘Tis  the  season  of  hyperlinks 
with  Other. 

Ever  celebrate  Day  of  The 
Dead/Hallowe’en  here  in  La  Mish?  You’re 
hip  to  some  of  those  hyperlinks  — DDia 
de  los  Muertos  has  gotta  be  one  of  the 
great  gifts  Aztlán  brings  to  the  American 
Banquet. 

Sugar  Skulls,  toy  calaveras  of  grinning 
DEAD  abogados,  lovers,  and  rock  stars, 
the  unforgettable  candlelit  DDLM 
Procession  down  24th  to  Balmy  Alley  . . . 
Galería  De  La  Raza’s  breathtaking  altares 
honoring  the  Famous,  the  Infamous,  the 
Beloved  Dead. 

YOW!  This  tradition  manages  to  honor 
and  laugh  at  Death  all  at  once. 

OK.  So  get  your  altares  ready  and  your 
costumes  spooked  up.  Keep  reading  for 
Tarot’s  clues  to  the  mystery  of  the  Other 
Side. 

Outside  the  loop?  Wonderin’,  Hey, 
Jakwitch,  WHY  DO  YOU  BUILD 
THOSE  ALTARES?  On  my  altara,  the 
Spirit  Welcome  Mat’s  out  for  courageous 
Judi  Bari  of  Earth  First!  And  three  who 
inspired  beats/hippies/punks  for  paradigm 
shifting  in  arts  and  letters,  spiritual,  politi- 
cal and  sexual  liberation;  Allen  Ginsberg, 
Timothy  Leary,  and  William  S.  Burroughs. 

2 Gods,  A goddess,  2 Cards 

I like  to  think  of  DEATH  and  JUDG- 
MENT as  Post-It  Notes  from  Other 
reminding  us  — every  persuasion,  genera- 
tion — that  there  really  is  Life  before,  dur- 
ing, and  after  Death.h. 

There’s  more!  More  is  our  Flash  Card’s 
revelation  — clues  about  really  important 
information  floating  around  — out  there,  in 
here.  Beyond  MTV,  beyond  the  endless 
infoglut  assailing  us  from  megacorp  bush- 
wah  and  all  those  bazillion  home  pages 
you  ain’t  even  clicked  yet.t. 

Click  this,  Pilgrim 

DEATH  and  JUDGMENT  suggest 
you’re  already  There.  And  Here.  And  so 
are  They:  You,  Me,  and  The  Beloved 
Dead,  that  is. 


Aztlán  factoid:  besides  his  absolute 
dominion  over  everydamthing,  which 
attribute  is  fabulously  billboarded  in  a tas- 
selled,  big-hair  headdress,  Miquiztli, 
ancient  Mexico’s  Death  deity,  is  the  only 
skull  god  I know  who’s  still  got  his  eye- 
balls. 

He  sees.  The  Eyes  of  Miquiztli  remind 
us  that  unseen  ones,  unseen  times  can  be 
seen.  Tarot  says  properly  applied,  that  info 
will  make  you  smile.  And  like  Miquiztli’s 
eyes,  our  FLASH  cards  reveal  the  true 
nature  of  things  — for  starters,  it’s  a 
round-trip  ticket,  folks,  return  option  open 
and  a highly  interactive  environment  all 
the  way.  Miquiztli  says  Open  your  eyes  to 
Other:  check  out  the  information-rich 
Land  of  the  Ancestors.. 


Also  a God  of  The  Large  Headdress  — 
big  horns,  not  big  hair  — and  hailing  from 
my  other  roots:  Hem/Kem  The  Homed 
Hunter.  Over  in  Wales,  Ireland,  culturas 
Celtic-Gaelic,  Lord  of  Life,  Death  And  All 
That  Comes  After.  He’s  guide,  guard  and 
keeper  of  the  Zone.  The  Zone,  aka 
Between  The  Worlds,  Land  of  the 
Ancestors,  was  the  ZONE  OF  POTEN- 
TIAL. The  Land  of  Death  And  All  That 


Reservations  415  550-7455 

Dining  room  hours  Tuesday  & Wednesday  6:30pm  - 11:00pm 
Thursday  - Saturday  6:30pm  - midnight 
Lounge  menu  served  6:30pm  - 1:00am 

Live  music  six  nights  a week 

Available  for  private  parties  2389  Mission  Street  • San  Francisco 


Comes  After  was  the  holding  place  where 
even  animal  and  plant  ‘souls’  [spirit  gene 
pool]  were  hallowed  during  the  long,  cold 
death  of  winter.  Another  ‘Death  God’ 
whose  archetype  holds  continuity,  rebirth, 
sacred  knowledge. e. 

Another  Hallowe’en  deity  is  Cerridwen. 
Associated  with  death/immortality,  she’s 
linked  to  DEATH  and  JUDGMENT  cards 
as  Goddess  of  Prophecy.  Immortality?  Far- 
seeing?  Choose.  Cerridwen  grants  one  if 
you’re  brave  enough  to  drink  from  her 
magick  cauldron  and  truly  see.  Her  visit 
heralds  death  — or  death  to  the  old  con- 
sciousness. Cerridwen  often  makes  the 
rounds  riding  a white  mare.. 

Look  at  the  Cards 

Delivering  a big  double-whammy  in  the 
fanny  to  every  possible  ‘ism,’  DEATH  and 
JUDGMENT  celebrate  absolute  democra- 
cy. 

Here  [Waite  deck],  the  Skeleton  Knight 
rides  a white  horse. 

Gotta  hand  it  to  the  guy.  DEATH- 
Meister  works  the  room  democratically: 
royalty,  women,  children,  even  the  pope! 
All  are  under  His  rite  of  passage.  All  share 
the  benefits.  Track  those  DEATH  benefits 
foreground,  background,  this  card’s 
packed!  Up  front,  we  have  our  equal- 
opportunity  Destroyer.  Tracking  the  river- 
cloud-rain  sequence,  we  understand  the 
efficiency  of  DEATH’S  recycling  program 
no  lost  energy  means  NO  ‘LOST’  SOULS! 
Background-wise  the  sun  rises  between 
standing  stones.  These  ‘moonstones’  high- 
light that  hyperlink  to  Other,  marking  a 
passage  that’s  always  open.  Our  passage 
through  them  — Death  actual  or  Death  ini- 
tiatory — leads  to  the  great  illumination, 
discovered  East  of  the  Sun,  West  of  the 
Moon  in  the  Land  of  Life,  Death,  And  All 
That  Comes  After,  r. 

Got  DEATH?  This  card  rarely  signals 
actual  physical  death.  Instead,  DEATH 
says  time  to  re-think!  Re-cycle.  Grock 
closely  any  end-of-cycle:  it  contains 
beginnings.  DEATH  says  take  inventory. 
NOW  — something  big’s  transitioning.. 

JUDGMENT’S  the  card  of  the  Great 
Heresy. 

Again,  the  democratic  imperative: 
climbing  out  of  stone  tombs  are  Men. 
Women  and  a child.  Not  a hierarchy  in 
sight.  The  child’s  gender  is  indeterminate 

Big  message  all  are  equal  before  The 
One  Law.  Age,  class,  and  Gold  Card  are 
stripped  away.  Another  meaning  for  our 


era:  all  genders  and  the  pan-gendered  are 
eligible  for  resurrectionftioly  transforma- 
tion. So  who  judges?  That’s  the  beauty 
part. 

Gabriel,  Archangel  of  Water,  trumpets 
above.  Water  signifies  healing  and  rebirth, 
access  and  receptivity  to  Spirit  Lines  issu- 
ing from  the  trumpet  are  the  Seven  Calls  to 
Transformation.  They  represent  awaken- 
ing of  the  body’s  Seven  Chakras.  When 
these  energy  centers  awaken,  the  true  Holy 
Spirit  within  attains  completion 
Resurrection,  here  and  now,  in  this  body 
Judge  for  yourself.  Pilgrim 

JUDGMENT  call?  J-Card’s  got  positive 
news,  views.  It  counsels  green  light!  Take 
things  to  the  next  level,  after  detailed  con- 
sideration of  spiritual  factors,  or  commu- 
nal context.  It  can  also  foretell  healing 

‘J’  drawn  in  response  to  a financial 
query?  It’s  a ‘Yes  . . . and’  type  solution: 
carefully  consider  context.  Dance  with 
who  brung  ya  is  an  expeditious  concept 
always  worth  pondering,  and  here  it  leads 
to  a boddhisaatva-esque  take  on  the  mat- 
ter when  one  is  truly  awakened,  it’s  essen- 
tial to  act  for  the  good  of  others. 

This  card  shows  completion  and  gain  in 
context;  it  says  knowledge  demands  ser- 
vice, reminding  us  we’re  constantly  in 
relationship,  in  community. 

Going  deeper,  this  card  returns  us  to  the 
secret  of  the  Season:  perfect  understanding 
— knowledge  of  the  living  and  the  dead, 
the  seen  and  the  unseen  — is  a holy  thing, 
yet  ever  available,  if  we  learn  to  listen. n. 


Miss 

Angelina 

Don't  Let  Time  And  Distance 
Stand  In  The  Way  OF  Health 

She  succeeds  where  others  fail 
Will  read  your  entire  life  without 
asking  a single  question.  She  was 
bom  gifted  to  help  you  no  matter 
what  your  problems  might  be. 
Health,  Happiness,  Love, 
Marriage,  Business,  Job,  etc.  Also 
finds  loved  ones  and  lost  articles. 
She  guarantees  results. 

Will  remove  Evil  influences  and 
Bad  Luck.  Let  her  start  you  on  the 
road  to  Happiness  and  Success 
Will  also  tell  you  your  lucky  days 
and  numbers.  Just  one  visit  will 
convince  you 

Open  Daily  & Sunday 
8 AM  to  9 PM 
668-9239 

Horoscope  & Tarot 
Readings 
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Seeing 
the  Elephant 


DURING  LABOR  DAY  WEEKEND,  the 
employees  at  Galería  de  La  Raza  found  that 
someone  had  broken  some  windows,  appar- 
ently in  response  to  its  current  art  installa- 
tion called  “My  Cathedral”  by  a painter,  Alex 
Donis.  The  pieces  consisted  of  important  per- 
sonalities or  icons  (political  and  religious) 
drawn  in  poses  that  depicted  them  Trench 
kissing  other  prominent  or  well  known  per- 
sonalities of  the  same  sex. 

While  talking  with  many  different  people 
in  this  community,  Christians,  Marxists,, 
Muslims,  pacifists,  Buddhists,  heterosexuals 
and  homosexuals,  I found  that  many  who  had 
seen  it  had  been  seriously  offended  or  at  least, 
bothered  by  this  exhibition. 

It  seems  to  me  this  is  exactly  what  the 
artist  wanted.  O.K.  So  we  got  mad.  So  what 
else  is  new?  I’d  say  it’s  pretty  easy  to  get 
someone  mad,  nowadays.  But  where  does 
that  leave  us? 

It’s  much  harder  to  inspire  the  most  pro- 
found and  relentless  love,  the  kind  that  also 
inspires  anger  but  of  a different  sort.  Many 
of  our  leaders  inspired  this  type  of  love  in 
their  followers. 

This  supposed  “convergence  a la  tongue” 
of  our  political  and  spiritual  leaders  of  dif- 
ferent religions  or  of  opposing  parties,  in  re- 
ality, doesn’t  represent  anything.  It  only  ex- 
poses the  artist  as  a Latino  Howard  Stern 
wannabe.  That’s  all  I see  in  the  superficial 
juxtaposition  of  Mother  Teresa  with  Madona 
(the  pop  star).  Or  in  the  supposed  unity  of 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  with  the  Klu  Klux 
Klan.  Unity?  At  whose  expense?  Why 
didn’the  exhibit  also  include  Harvey  Milk 
kissing  his  assassin,  Dan  White? 

Did  the  painter  really  want  to  destroy  the 
macho  image?  Or  didn't  he  actually  perpetu- 
ate it  by  putting  his  fantasies  above  other 
peoples'  sensibilities? 

The  major  drawback  of  postmodernism 
is  the  illusion  that  everything  is  relative,  that 
the  artist  is  above  everything  else,  like  a spec- 
tator or  like  a “little  angel”  laughing  at  ev- 
erything and  everybody. 

Insensitivity  breeds  insensitivity 

Now,  I’ll  address  the  broken  windows.  I 
heard  that  according  to  a neighbor  of  the 
Galena,  the  second  incident  had  nothing  to 


do  with  the  show.  It  was  just  a young  man  so 
frustrated  by  the  change-eating  public  tele- 
phone on  the  comer  that  he  threw  something, 
and  guess  where  it  landed. 

A whole  lot  of  dust  was  kicked  up  by  the 
Galería  with  public  declarations  denouncing 
homophobia  in  the  community,  etc.  But  wait 
a minute.  Where  were  we?  Wasn’t  it  some- 
where around  relativity  ? What  happens  when 
“your”  cathedral  pretends  to  destroy  “my" 
cathedral,  even  if  just  in  image,? 

I was  happy  when  I found  out  the  win- 
dows had  been  broken,  but  then  1 thought 
further.  Well,  what  would  happen  if  some- 
one doesn’t  like  what  I write?  (I’m  sure  there 
are  many  of  you  out  there!)  Would  that  give 
you  the  right  to  throw  a rock  through  my 
window?  Good  question,  huh? 

The  paradox  also  lies  in  that  many  of  the 
people  depicted  had  also  suffered  those  same 
type  of  attacks  during  their  lives,  some  by 
mobs,  even  during  the  most  revolutionary  of 
periods. 

We  live  under  the  illusion  that  freedom 
is  something  that  actually  exists  and  that  it 
must  be  defended.  But  freedom  still  evades 
us.  Those  in  power  don’t  want  to  share  it  and 
they  kill,  torture  and  jail  others  to  secure  their 
power.  It's  very  easy  to  draw  the  tortured 
kissing  the  torturer  when  you  haven’t  been 
his  victim.  Is  it  realistic  to  expect  tolerance, 
then? 

But  freedom  also  evades  us  for  other  rea- 
sons, too.  Because  we  give  too  much  impor- 
tance to  an  insignificant  artist  instead  of  tak- 
ing this  opportunity  to  respond  creatively, 
honoring  the  legacies  that  many  of  our  lead- 
ers have  left  us,  as  well  as  the  “external”  and 
“internal"  work  that  lies  ahead. 


DURANTE  EL  FIN  de  semana  del  31  de 
agosto,  los  empleados  de  la  Galería  de  la  Ra- 
za encontraron  que  alguien  había  quebrado 
las  vidrieras,  aparentemente  en  respuesta  a 
una  instalación  recientemente  montada  lla- 
mada “Mi  Catedral"  por  un  pintor,  Alex 
Donis. 

Las  piezas  consistían  en  retratos  dibuja- 
dos de  algunos  personajes  importantes  (po- 
líticos y religiosos)  en  poses  que  los  mostra- 
ban dando  besos  sensuales  a otros  persona- 
jes importantes  (o  conocidos)  de  su  mismo 
sexo. 

Al  conversar  con  muchas  personas  de 
esta  comunidad,  Cristianos,  Marxistas,  Mu- 
sulmanes, Budhistas,  pacifistas,  heterosexua- 
les y homosexuales,  me  di  cuenta  que  todos 
los  que  habían  visto  las  piezas  se  habían  sen- 
tido seriamente  ofendidos  o al  menos  mo- 
lestos por  la  exhibición.  Aparentemente,  eso 
era  lo  que  buscaba  el  “artista”. 

Ya,  entonces  nos  dio  rabia.  ¿Hay  algo  ex- 
traño en  eso?  En  este  mundo  en  que  vivi- 
mos, ¿acaso  no  es  fácil  generar  rabia?  ¿Pero 
en  que  quedamos  después? 

Es  mucho  mas  difícil  suscitar  el  amor 
más  profundo  e implacable,  uno  que  también 
genera  rabia  pero  de  otro  tipo.  Muchos  de 
nuestros  líderes  suscitaban  este  tipo  de  amor 
en  sus  seguidores. 

Esta  supuesta  “convergencia  a lengua- 
tazos"  de  nuestros  dirigentes  o líderes  espi- 


rituales de  diferentes  religiones  o de  perso- 
nalidades opuestas  en  realidad,  no  represen- 
ta nada.  Sólo  el  afán  del  artista  de  convertir- 
se en  un  Howard  Stem  latino.  De  otro  modo, 
no  se  explica  la  juxtaposición  simplona  de 
la  Madre  Teresa  y la  Madona.  Ni  la  “uni- 
dad" entre  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  y el  Klu 
Klux  Klan.  ¿Unidad  a costa  de  quién? 

¿Por  qué  no  estaban  incluidos  en  su  fa- 
mosa catedral  el  fusilado  Supervisor  homo- 
sexual Harvey  Milk  besando  a su  asesino. 
Dan  White?  ¿Quiso  derrumbar  el  imagen 
machista?  ¿Acaso  no  lo  perpetuó  al  poner 
sus  fantasías  por  encima  de  las  sensibilida- 
des de  los  demás? 

El  colmo  del  postmodemismo  es  la  ilu- 
sión de  que  todo  es  relativo,  que  el  artista 
está  por  encima  de  todo,  como  espectador  o 
como  un  “angelito"  que  se  ríe  de  todo  y de 
todos.  Como  si  nada  tuviera  importancia.  La 
insensibilidad  genera  la  insensibilidad. 

Voy  a dirigirme  ahora  al  asunto  de  la 
quebrada  de  ventanas.  Según  una  vecina  de 
la  Galería,  el  segundo  incidente  no  fue  inten- 
cional ni  tuvo  la  menor  conexión  con  un  ac- 
titud en  contra  de  la  exposición.  Aparente- 
mente, un  jóven  frustrado  con  el  teléfono 
público  de  la  esquina  que  no  le  regresó  las 
monedas,  se  encabronó  y a ciegos,  tiró  un 
objeto  que  cayó  tu  sabes  donde.  Se  levantó 

mucho  polvo  ante  este  hecho,  con  declara- 
ciones de  la  Galería  oponiéndose  a la  homo- 


fobia  de  la  comunidad,  etc. 

¿En  donde  quedamos?  ¿Acaso  no  era 
todo  relativo?  ¿Y  qué  pasa  cuando  “tu”  ca- 
tedral pretende  derrumbar  el  “mío”,  aunque 
sea  en  imagen? 

Me  alegré  cuando  supe  que  le  habían 
quebrado  las  ventanas,  pero  luego  pensé  más 
al  fondo.  Bueno,  ¿qué  pasaría  si  a alguien 
no  le  guste  lo  que  yo  escriba?  (Estoy  segura 
que  de  esos  hay  muchos).  ¿Eso  les  daría  el 
derecho  de  tirar  una  piedra  por  mi  ventana? 
Vale  la  pregunta,  ¿no? 

Lo  paradójico  era  que  algunos  de  los  re- 
tratados habían  sufrido  este  mismo  tipo  de 
ataques  durante  sus  vidas, ^dgunos  de  turbias, 
hasta  en  los  tiempos  mas  revolucionarios. 


Vivimos  bajo  la  ilusión  de  que  ya  existe 
"la  Libertad”,  al  cual  debemos  de  defender. 
Pero  la  libertad  aún  nos  evade.  Los  que  tie- 
nen el  poder  no  lo  quieren  compartir  y ma- 
tan, torturan  y encarcelan  a otros  para  seguir 
en  el  poder.  Es  muy  fácil  dibujar  al  tortura- 
do besando  a su  torturador  cuando  no  es  uno 
quien  ha  sido  su  víctima.  ¿Es  realista  espe- 
rar una  respuesta  tolerante,  entonces? 

Pero  la  Libertad  nos  evade  por  otras  ra- 
zones también.  ¿Por  qué  le  damos  tanta  im- 
portancia a un  artista  tan  insignificante,  en 
vez  de  tomar  esta  oportunidad  para  respon- 
der de  manera  creativa,  y quizás  artística, 
honrando  los  legados  que  nuestros  dirigen- 
tes o iconos  nos  han  dejado,  y el  trabajo  ex- 
terno e interno  que  tenemos  por  delante? 


Awareness  is 


Ven  Urygen  Sangharakshita 


Free  drop-in  meditation  class  every  Tuesday  at  7pm, 
Meditation  and  Buddhist  courses  offered  regularly 
Call  for  a free  program. 


SAN  FRANCISCO  BUDDHIST  CENTER 


37  Bartlett  Street  @ 21st  * 282-2018  • www/bluelotus.com/sfbc 


USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 


Wayne  Holder 

3686  20°  Street  (at  Guerrero) 

San  Francisco.  CA  94110  (415)  641  0957 


Manzanita’s  New  Hours  — Noon  to  Nine,  Closed  Tuesdays 

web  site  http://tcc.iz.net/~jetfs/Manzanita 


New  ColUqE  of  CaIíForimía 

PROMOTING  MULTICULTURALISM 
INTO  THE  NEXT  MILLENIUM 

New  ColUqE  of  CaIíFornía 

¡S  COMMÍTTECÍ  TO  AN  EcluCATION  tIhAT  ENCOURAGES 

CoMMUNÍTy  BuildÍNq  • CrítícaL  & GrouncJecÍ  Th i n k i n q 
SocíaI  Concern  & Actívísm  • I NTERdisciplÍNARy  Learnín^ 
An  ÜNdERSTANdiNq  & Apprecíatíon  of  CuIturaI  DÍVERS¡Ty 


Our  HuMAIMÍtÍES  ANd  WEEltENd 
B.A.  CoivtplETÍON  Programs  are 
CURRENTly  ACCEpTÍNq  ApplicATÍONS 

For  tíie  FaU  '97  Term 


Ergjoy  smaII  ínteractíve  semínars 
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An  interview  with  Cuban  painter 
Carmelo  González 


ONCE  YOU  SET  EYES  on  Carmelo  Gon- 
záles  Gutierrez’s  work  you  immediately  rec- 
ognize a serious  painter:  in  command  of  his 
technique,  original  in  his  use  of  color  and 
imaginative  in  portraying  his  vision  and 
message.  To  know  his  work  is  to  recognize 
his  style,  his  seal  is  immediately  obvious. 

The  following  interview  gave  me  a sec- 
ond chance  to  meet  Carmelo.  In  each  note 
that  he  speaks,  his  voice  carries  that  Cuban 
accent  Latin  Americans  recognize  so  well. 

Carmelo  is  the  kind  of  man  you  get  the 
impression  from  that  you  can  trust  as  a friend: 
sensitive,  authentic,  and  as  my  grandfather 
would  say,  a “free  thinker”.  In  other  words, 
an  artist. 

Born  in  La  Habana,  Cuba,  September  20, 
1956,  his  parents  are  Ana  Rosa  Gutierrez  and 
Carmelo  González  Iglesias. 

PT:  When  did  you  first  realize  you  were  a 
painter? 

CG:  Since  childhood.  My  parents  were 
painters.  My  father  was  a master  engraver. 
He  is  considered  the  father  of  engraving  in 
Cuba.  Before  the  revolution,  he  initiated  the 
Engravers  Association  of  Cuba.  After  the 
revolution  he  was  the  first  director  of  Escuela 
San  Alejandro  and  the  first  president  of  the 
arts  department  of  the  Union  de  Escritores  y 
Artistas  de  Cuba  (UNEAC).  I am  also  a 
member  of  UNEAC  and  a member  of  the 
Journalist’s  Union  of  Cuba.  Throughout  my 
art  studies,  I worked  for  ten  years  for  Prensa 
Latina,  an  international  press  agency.  I also 
worked  as  a cartoonist  and  photojournalist. 

I received  a National  Prize  for  Photography. 

PT:  Where  did  you  study? 

CG:  I studied  painting  in  Escuela  de  San 
Alejandro,  graphic  design  in  the  National 
School  of  Design,  and  engraving  in  the  Su- 
perior Arts  Institute.  Since  my  father  was  my 
first  teache,  I sign  my  work  as  “Carmelo  hijo” 
(son). 

PT:  What  brings  you  to  San  Francisco? 

CG:  The  Ethnic  Studies  Department  of  San 
Francisco  State  University,  in  collaboration 
with  the  Wayumbe  Center  of  San  Francisco, 
organized  a Yoruba  World  Congress  and 
since  I am  a member  of  the  Yoruba  Cultural 
Association  of  Cuba,  I was  invited  to  repre- 
sents the  arts. 

PT:  What  is  your  role  as  member  of  the 
Yoruba  Cultural  Association  of  Cuba? 

CG:  I advise  the  president  of  the  associa- 
tion on  all  artistic  decisions.  For  example,  I 


designed  the  logo  for  the  organization. 

PI':  Is  Yoruba  a religion  or  culture? 

CG:  Both.  You  may  participate  in  the  Yoruba 
culture  without  going  through  the  initiation 
process,  in  other  words,  without  participat- 
ing in  the  religion.  For  example  a university 
research  student  can,  but  he  must  show  great 
respect  and  seriousness  to  be  accepted  among 
the  Yoruba.  Presently,  we  are  working  on  a 
project  to  build  a Yoruba  Temple  Museum 
in  La  Habana.  The  government  has  assigned 
the  organization  a site.  The  idea  is  to  create 
a temple  with  authentic  altars  for  practicing 
Yoruba  and  to  concentrate  in  one  place  the 
various  elements  that  are  part  of  the  history 
and  rituals  of  Yoruba  culture.  With  this  trip, 
we  hope  to  obtain  necessary  contributions 
to  upgrade  the  building  assigned  to  us  by  the 
government.  Towards  the  beginning  of  next 
year,  the  Yoruba  Cultural  Association  of 
Cuba  will  celebrate  the  Third  International 
Yoruba  Conference,  in  the  Convention  Pal- 
ace of  La  Habana 

PT:  The  Yoruba  religion  originated  in  Nige- 
ria, correct? 

CG:  Yes,  it  originally  comes  from  Nigeria. 
The  three  countries  that  have  a strong  Yoruba 
presence  are  Nigeria,  Cuba  and  Brazil. 

PT:  What  inspired  you  to  paint  the  Yoruba? 

CG:  After  visiting  Zaire  in  1990,  I began 
painting  the  Yoruba.  I went  to  Zaire  as  set 
designer  for  the  “Tropicana  Cabaret”  of 
Cub.a  in  honor  of  the  famous  Zairean  com- 
poser, Kabasele,  whose  music  was  inspired 
by  Benny  Moré’s.  In  Zaire,  I had  an  exhibit 
of  my  surrealist  work  and  in  addition,  I de- 
signed a float  with  the  objective  of  promot- 
ing the  ‘Tropicana  Cabaret,"  which  caused 
great  excitement  in  the  streets  of  Zaire.  For 
this,  I was  awarded  the  "Silver  Order  of  Merit 
in  Arts  and  Letters  of  the  Republic  of  Zaire.” 
Africa  inspired  me  to  begin  painting  the 
Yoruba.  Upon  my  return  to  Cuba,  I gave  three 
shows  in  one  year  on  the  subject.  When  I 
paint  the  Yoruba,  I give  homage  to  the  saint 
I'm  inspired  by.  Later,  I went  on  to  illustrate 
the  work  of  Natalia  Bolivar,  the  extended  edi- 
tion of  “The  Orishas  in  Cuba,"  published  by 
the  Pablito  Milanés  Foundation. 

PT:  How  do  you  like  San  Francisco,  what 
segment  of  your  work  have  you  brought  us, 
and  where  can  we  see  it. 

CG:  I am  very  happy  in  San  Francisco.  It’s 
very  different  from  what  I imagined;  there 
are  a lot  of  Latinos.  I found  my  friend,  the 
Cuban  artist  Victor  Navarrete,  here  and  I’ve 
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given  conferences  at  SFSU  and  La  Peña 
Cultural  Center.  I brought  with  me  fifteen 
paintings  from  Cuba  that  are  in  exhibition  at 
Cafe  La  Boheme  and  ArtBeat  Gallery  and 
I’ve  been  invited  by  the  Pastors  for  Peace  to 
participate  in  a commemoration  to  Ché  at  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center.  I did  a painting  for 


this  occasion  in  San  Francisco. 


The  MCC  reception  CHE  GUEVARA 
'.PRESENTE!  takes  place  Wednesday.  Octo- 
ber 8,  from  6-9  p.m.  A farewell  gathering  for 
Carmelo  at  ArtBeat  Gallery  is  in  the  works. 
For  info  on  that,  call  Ana  or  Ray  at  643-872!. 


AL  VER  LA  OBRA  de  Carmelo  González 
Gutierrez  se  reconoce  de  inmediato  un  pin- 
tor serio,  que  domina  la  técnica,  original  en 
el  uso  del  color,  e imaginativo  en  transmitir 
su  visión  y mensaje.  Conocer  su  obra  es  co- 
nocer su  estilo,  su  sello  es  inconfundible. 

La  siguiente  entrevista  es  la  segunda  vez 
que  tengo  el  gusto  de  conversar  con  Carmelo. 
En  cada  nota  de  su  voz  ese  acento  cubano 
que  para  los  latino  americanos  es  inconfun- 
dible. Carmelo  es  el  tipo  de  hombre  que  deja 
la  impresión  de  ser  un  buen  amigo,  sensible, 
auténtico,  y como  decía  mi  abuelo  un  “libre 
pensador”.  O sea  un  artista. 

Nacido  en  La  Habana,  Cuba,  un  20  de 
Septiembre  de  1956;  sus  padres  son  Ana 
Rosa  Gutierrez  y Carmelo  Gonzáles  Iglesias. 

PT:  ¿En  qué  momento  decidiste  ser  pintor? 

CG:  Desde  mi  infancia.  Mis  padres  eran  pin- 
tores. Mi  padre  fue  maestro  del  grabado,  es 
considerado  el  padre  del  grabado  en  Cuba, 
inicio  la  Asociación  de  Grabadores  de  Cuba 
antes  de  la  revolución.  Posterior  a la  revolu- 
ción fue  el  primer  director  de  la  Escuela  San 
Alejandro  y primer  presidente  de  la  sección 
de  artes  plásticas  de  la  Unión  de  Escritores  y 
Artistas  de  Cuba  (UNEAC).  Yo  soy  miem- 
bro de  la  UNEAC  y de  la  Unión  de  Periodis- 
tas de  Cuba.  Durante  mis  estudios  de  arte 
trabaje,  por  diez  años,  para  Prensa  Latina, 
una  agencia  de  prensa  internacional.  Tam- 
bién trabaje  de  historietista  (caricaturista)  y 
de  fotoperiodista.  Recibí  dos  Premios  Na- 
cionales de  Fotografía. 

PT:  ¿Cuales  fueron  tus  estudios? 

CG:  Estudie  pintura  en  la  Escuela  San  Ale- 
jandro, diseño  gráfico  en  la  Escuela  Nacio- 
nal de  Diseño  y grabado  en  el  Instituto  Su- 
perior de  Arte.  Pero,  mi  padre  fue  mi  primer 
maestro.  Yo  firmo  “Carmelo  hijo". 

PT:  ¿Qué  te  trae  a San  Francisco? 

CG:  El  Departamento  de  Estudios  Etnicos 
de  San  Francisco  State  University  en  com- 
binación con  el  Centro  Wayumbe  de  San 
Francisco  organizaron  un  congreso  mundial 
Yoruba  y como  yo  soy  miembro  de  la  Aso- 
ciación Cultural  Yoruba  de  Cuba  vine  como 
representante  de  las  artes  plásticas. 

PT:  ¿Qué  papel  desempeñas  como  miembro 
de  la  Asociación  Cultural  Yoruba  de  Cuba? 

CG:  Asesoro  al  presidente  de  la  Asociación 
en  lo  relacionado  a las  artes  plásticas,  por 
ejemplo  diseñé  el  logotipo. 

PT:  ¿Yoruba  es  una  religión  o cultura? 

CG:  Las  dos  cosas.  Puedes  participar  en  la 
cultura  Yoruba  sin  ser  iniciado,  o sea,  sin  ser 
partícipe  de  la  religión,  por  ejemplo  un  in- 
vestigador universitario,  pero  tienes  que  de- 
mostrar mucho  respeto  y seriedad  para  ser 
aceptado  entre  los  Yorubas.  En  este  momen- 
to se  está  tratando  de  formar  un  Templo 


Museo  Yoruba  en  La  Habana.  El  gobierno  le 
ha  otorgado  una  cede  a la  organización.  La 
idea  es  crear  un  templo  en  donde  existan  al- 
tares auténticos  para  practicantes  Yorubas  y 
concentrar  en  un  lugar  los  diversos  elemen- 
tos que  forman  parte  de  la  historia,  los  ritos, 
y la  cultura  Yoruba.  Con  este  viaje  espera- 
mos conseguir  colaboraciones  necesarias 
para  re-habilitar  el  edificio  que  nos  otorgó  el 
gobierno.  A principios  del  próximo  año  se 
celebrará  en  el  Palacio  de  Convenciones  de 
La  Habana  el  Tercer  Congreso  Internacional 
Yoruba  que  organiza  la  Asociación  Cultural 
Yoruba  de  Cuba. 

PT:  La  religión  Yoruba  nació  en  Nigeria, 
¿no? 

CG:  Sí.  Originalmente  viene  de  Nigeria.  Los 
tres  paises  en  que  existe  una  fuerte  presen- 
cia Yoruba  son  Nigeria,  Cuba  y Brasil. 

PT:  ¿Qué  te  inspiró  a pintar  lo  Yoruba0 

CG:  En  1990  empecé  a pintar  lo  Yoruba  lue- 
go de  visitar  Zaire.  Fui  a Zaire  como 
escenógrafo  del  "Cabaret  Tropicana"  de 
Cuba  a rendirle  homenaje  al  famoso  compo- 
sitor de  Zaire,  Kabasele,  que  se  inspiró  en  la 
música  de  Benny  Moré.  En  Zaire  hice  una 
exposición  de  trabajos  surrealista  y además 
diseñe  una  carroza,  con  el  fin  de  hacerle  pro- 
paganda al  "Cabaret  Tropicana".  que  causó 
furor  en  las  calles  de  Zaire.  Por  esto  me  con- 
decoraron con  la  “Orden  de  Plata  al  Mérito 
en  las  Letras  y Artes  de  la  República  de 
Zaire”.  Africa  me  inspiró,  desde  entonces 
comencé  a pintar  lo  Yoruba.  Al  volver  a Cuba 
hice  ties  exposiciones  en  un  año.  Cuando 
pinto  lo  Yoruba  hago  homenaje  al  Santo  en 
que  estoy  inspirado.  Luego  ilustré  la  obra  de 
Natalia  Bolívar,  la  edición  ampliada  de  Los 
Orishas  en  Cuba  publicada  por  la  Fundación 
Pablito  Milanés. 

PT:  ¿Qué  te  ha  parecido  San  Francisco,  cuá- 
les son  las  obras  que  nos  trajiste  y donde  las 
podemos  ver? 

CG:  Estoy  muy  contento  aquí  en  San  Fran- 
cisco, es  muy  diferente  de  lo  que  me  imagi- 
naba. Hay  muchos  latinos,  encontré  a mi 
amigo  cubano,  el  artista  Victor  Navarrete.  he 
dado  conferencias  en  SFSU  y La  Peña  Cul- 
tural Center.  Traje  quince  cuadros  de  Cuba 
que  están  expuestos  en  el  Café  La  Boheme  y 
en  la  galería  ArtBeat.  También  he  sido  invi- 
tado por  los  Pastores  por  la  Paz  a participar 
en  un  homenaje  al  “Ché  en  el  Centro  Cultu- 
ral de  la  Misión.  Para  este  evento  pinté  un 
cuadro  aquí  en  San  Francisco. 


La  recepción  del  MCC  Che  Guevara  ! PRE- 
SENTE! es  el  Miércoles  8 de  Octubre  6-9p.nu 
Está  en  gestión  una  fiesta  de  despedida  para 
Carmelo  en  la  galería  ArtBeat.  Para  infor- 
mación sobre  la  despedida,  llamar  a Ana  o 
Ray  en  el  643-8721. 
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Art  Crawl  covers  the 
Mission,  old  and  new 


Gallery  Luscombe  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 


by  Kuurt  Bier 

And  just  where  is  everyone  going, 
carrying  plastic  glasses,  sloshing 
wine,  eating  cheeses,  strolling  and 
chatting  as  if  they  walked  along  the  Rue  de 
France?  Who  are  these  people  peopling  the 
Mission  on  an  erstwhile  mild,  Wednesday 
evening?  For  some,  the  evening  of 
September  17  was  made  up  of  flat  coke 
and  TV  dinners.  For  others,  it  was  art, 
music  and  the  stars.  A neat  path  dotted 
with  bright,  bustling  way  stations  plotted 
consecutive  points  of  interest  for  those 
familiar  with  the  new  ways  of  the  Mission 
District.  Smiling  behind  bars,  hands 
clasped  in  appreciation  of  appreciation,  the 
new  ways  acknowledge  the  old  ways,  offer 
a helping  hand,  sit  the  old  ways  down,  and 
let  them  rest.  But  the  new  ways  are  the 
ways  of  the  future,  and  on  this  night  more 
than  most,  that  future  was  laid  busily  and 
brazenly  bare. 

The  event  we  speak  of  is  tlie  Mission 
Art  Crawl,  which  made  its  second  appear- 
ance in  the  galleries,  theaters  and  art  con- 
glomerates of  the  local  scene.  Long  estab- 
lished as  an  area  economically  and  politi- 
cally friendly  to  artists,  the  local  art  scene, 
like  the  Mission  as  a whole,  is  becoming 
increasingly  prominent  in  the  eyes  of  San 
Franciscans  looking  for  edgy  and  interest- 
ing digs. 

The  evening  kicked  off  at  Precita  Eyes 
Mural  Arts  Center,  a group  whose  woiks 
overshadow  many  other  Mission  artists 
and  residents  as  we  walk  down  Folsom  or 
Capp  (or  most  streets  in  the  Mission,  for 
that  matter.)  What  with  the  Cesar  Chavez 
School,  Bethany  Apartment  complex  and 
the  wall  of  Carnaval  madness  on  Harrison 
Street,  one  may  well  wonder,  what’s  next? 
The  Armory?  Dolores  Park?  Twin  Peaks? 
“What  you  are  seeing  is  a number  of  years 
of  planning  coming  to  fruition,”  says 
Sarah,  the  center’s  publicity  director, 
regarding  the  recent  spate  of  large-scale 
projects. 

With  the  help  of  over  200  members  in 
the  Bay  Area,  and  under  the  guiding  hand 
of  Director  Susan  Cervantes,  who  designs 
many  of  the  murals  we  see,  such  as  the 
Cesar  Chavez  School,  the  center  offers 
classes  and  gives  mural  walks,  in  addition 
to  painting  the  town  red,  etc.  Free  chips 
and  salsa  and  $2  margaritas  make  for  a 
congenial  atmosphere  among  the  dozen  or 
so  gathered  there,  and  the  evening  is  off  to 
a delicious,  auspicious  start 

The  black  placards  covering  two  broken 
windows  at  Galena  de  la  Raza,  however,  is 
a sobering  reminder  that  just  as  art  has  the 
power  to  instill  awe,  it  also  has  the  power 
to  incite  anger.  Painted  on  the  windows 
had  been  depictions  of  Ghandi  and  Pope 
John  Paul,  Fidel  Castro  and  John  Kennedy, 
embracing,  indulging  in  “brotherly  love” 
with  arms  and  bodies,  and  lips  and  tongues 
— which  is  probably  what  did  it.  (See 
commentary  on  Page7) 

By  now,  the  growing  crowd  of  crawlers 
has  become  self-aware,  and  during  two- 
block  walk  to  Gallery  Luscombe,  every 
face  has  the  happy  look  of  being  part  of 
something  bigger  than  themselves. 

Dirt  spirals  radiate  outward  from  the 
center  of  the  floor  of  a white-washed 
room,  high  and  open,  with  entreating  tile 
work  encrusted  onto  tables,  in  comers  and 
covering  the  storefront’s  facade.  Open 
since  May,  Gallery  Luscombe  owes  its 
form  to  Kelly  Luscombe  and  her  architect 
husband,  Robert  Chisholm.  She  keeps  a 
warm,  watchful  eye  on  visitors  as  they 
peek  behind  veils  shrouding  wax  forms, 


the  work  of  Justino,  whose  show  “The  act 
that  makes  chaos  exist,”  runs  through 
October  11. 

In  the  intimate  back  room,  more  earthly 
pleasures  await:  baguettes  and  Bordeaux. 
Rumination  is  best  accompanied  by  masti- 
cation, and  we  chew  thoughtfully.  “We’ve 
been  in  the  Mission  for  a while,”  says 
Kelly  while  we  eat.  “There’s  more  sensu- 
ality and  spirituality  here  than  anywhere  in 
the  City.  There  are  hopes  and  dreams  and 
ideals  here.  And  it’s  warm.”  She’s  preach- 
ing to  the  converted,  of  course.  The  wine  is 
mellow  and  the  cheese,  freshly  cut  and 
savory.  “I  try  and  give  people  what  they’re 
looking  for,”  she  says  as  we  leave. 

Up  the  street,  a rough  hewn  sign  points 
upward  into  the  Mission  Badlands,  which 
occupies  the  upstairs  of  the  building 
immediately  to  the  right  of  McDonald’s. 
It’s  a cacophony  up  here:  Mexican 
wrestlers  jumping  off  walls  in  posteriphic 
Technicolor.  The  crowd  itself  becomes  a 
work  of  art,  tattoos,  piercings,  the  whole 
nine.  Jesús  Angel  Pérez,  Mike  Roman  and 
Lawrence  Colación  comprise  the  collec- 
tive head  that  thinks  up  such  concepts  as  a 
show  with  Mexican  wrestling  as  its  theme. 
The  new  blood  at  the  former  Balazo 
Gallery  intends  to  take  the  gallery  in  an 
entirely  contemporary  directioa  “We  want 
to  do  something  less  traditional,”  says 
Pérez,  “We  want  to  have  a gallery  that 
shows  all  kinds  of  art  from  all  kinds  of 
artists.  To  that  point,  the  gallery’s  most 
recent  exhibit  features  29  women  artists, 
over  half  of  whom  hail  from  outside  the 
Bay  Area.  Beginning  the  second  week  of 
October,  tattoo  artists  will  display  their 
“wears.”  Twice  a month.  Badlands  hosts 
“Rock  en  español,"  featuring  live  music, 
dance,  refreshments  and  good  conversa- 
tion. 

Next  door,  Frida’s  Pizza  sells  slices  at  a 
discount.  On  the  walls  hang  pizza  boxes 
which  the  artists  next  door  silkscreen  by 
hand.  The  boxes  are  sent  out  with  pizzas 
delivered  Friday  and  Saturday  nights. 
Make  a note,  these  boxes  are  going  to  be 
valuable  some  day! 

By  now,  the  Art  Crawl  extends  into  gal- 
leries, bars  and  restaurants  throughout  the 
Mission.  At  the  Marsh  Theater,  free  per- 
formances and  previews  of  new  works 
keep  tired  crawlers  in  their  comfy  seats. 
The  woman  who  works  at  the  front  desk 
laughs  loudest  at  an  artist  rhyming  quite 
masterfully  about  masturbation.  He  spews 
couplets  into  the  audience  squirming  with 
no  end  in  sight. 

The  Mission  Cultural  Center  is  its  usual 
lively,  echoey  self.  Capoeira,  an  art  form 
on  the  fast  track,  and  Salsa  demonstrations 
entertain  a smattering  of  visitors.  Art 
exhibits  throughout  the  building  attest  to 
MCC’s  relentless  production  of  works  by 
some  of  the  Mission’s  tenured  artists. 

By  the  time  South  to  North  travelers 
arrive,  ATA  is  closing  up  shop.  The  art  on 
display  is  worth  a special  trip,  though  and 
ATA  remains  one  of  the  only  venues  in  the 
City  projecting  new  and  experimental 
video  work. 

Artbeat,  a new  Mission  gallery  and  gift 
store,  has  the  most  resplendent  and  beauti- 
ftilly  displayed  snack  table  of  any  stop  so 
far,  hands  down.  Piles  of  Swiss,  Cheddar 
and  Monterey  jack  cheese  cubes  rise  in 
gem-like  mounds  and  thankfully  flanked 
by  two  bowls  of  sangría:  one  without  alco- 
hol, full  and  one  with  alcohol,  nearly 
empty. 

A young  couple  arrives  and  averting 


their  eyes,  make  straight  for  the  food.  Ana 
Montano,  co-owner  of  ArtBeat  along  with 
her  husband  Ray  Rivera,  watches  them. 
The  young  man  fills  his  cup  from  the  full 
bowl.  Just  as  he  is  about  to  drink  it,  she 
smiles  saying  “that’s  non-alcoholic,  you 
know.  The  other  bowl  has  alcohol."  He 
refills  his  cup  and  turning  sheepishly 
away,  chugs  his  drink  so  fast  that  it  drib- 
bles down  his  chin.  Ana  then  returns  to  her 
comments:  “There  are  so  many  young 
artists  out  there  today  with  so  much  talent, 
but  so  little  control.  I want  to  help  them 
control  their  art,  structure  it.” 

“Our  exhibits  are  contemporary  and 
multicultural,”  she  continues,  greeting 
new  arrivals  and  old  friends  with  good- 
natured  smiles.  People  recognize  one 
another  from  previous  stops  and  they  gos- 
sip a little  around  the  snack  table.  “This 
place  has  an  incredible  amount  of  energy,” 
she  concludes.  “I  like  to  say  the  creative 
Goddess  lives  in  the  Mission.”  Wink, 
handshake,  finis. 

At  the  Lab,  the  intimacy  of  the  Art 
Crawl  dissipates  among  the  throngs 
milling  about  inside  and  the  perpetual 
street  scene  outside.  It’s  different  here  — 
older,  wider,  wiser.  Elisabeth  Beaird,  the 
Labb’s  Administrative  Director,  toils  at 
piling  folding  chairs  into  an  uncooperative 
closet  “Search  and  Destroy,”  a photo  and 
video  exhibit  chronicling  punk  rock’s  fetid 
fetishes,  is  winding  dowa  “Yeah,  the  Art 
Crawl  is  great”  says  Beaird,  wiping  her 
forehead.  “A  lot  of  these  places  don’t  have 
evening  hours,  so  it’s  good  to  get  people 
into  the  neighborhood  at  night.  You  know, 
more  desirable  nighttime  traffic.’’  That’s 
that.  She  goes  back  to  work. 

Southern  Exposure,  another  longtime 
denizen  of  the  Missioa  puts  on  a catchy 
sound  performance  event  replete  with 
lights  and  conceptual  gadgets.  One  hun- 
dred and  fifty  people  show  up,  drawn 
mostly  by  Exposure’s  personal  magnet- 
ism. Barbara  Eaton,  on  staff  at  Exposure, 
is  delighted  with  the  turnout  and  speaks 
highly  of  the  Crawl.  “I  think  it’s  really 
great  to  get  all  the  local  arts  organizations 


together.  It’s  really  great  to  get  people  in 
sync.” 

It’s  been  a long  night,  and  most 
crawlers  are  ready  to  retire  into  a glass  at 
one  of  the  many  businesses  contributing 
discounted  drinks  to  the  cause.  The 
Andora  Inn,  Elysium  Café,  the  Dovre 
Club,  Doc’s  Clock  and  Red  Dora’s 
Bearded  Lady.  A note  of  discord  between 
some  of  these  venues  might  be  expected, 
but  remember,  this  is  the  New  Missioa 

Between  wafts  of  lounge  haze,  Jose 
Najar,  a primary  founder  of  the  event, 
explains  the  intent  behind  an  Art  Crawl: 
“Who  are  the  people  in  your  neighbor- 
hood? It’s  very  Mister  Rogers.”  One  hand 
on  Bruno’s  bar,  the  other  wrapped  around 
a martini,  a third  dialing  a glowing  cell 
phone,  Najar  oversees  matters  with  a dis- 
crete flourish  Najar  wears  may  hats,  per- 
haps fedoras  even.  He  is  the  General 
Manager  of  the  Andora  Inn,  Vice  President 
of  the  Small  Business  Advisory 
Committee,  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
Mission  Merchants  and  a man  eagerly 
immersing  himself  in  Mission  politics.  His 
vision  of  the  Mission  is  elucidated  through 
the  dimly  lit  ambiance:  “Change  is 
inevitable,  there’s  no  way  around  that.  We 
must,  however,  find  a way  to  mix  the  old 
and  the  new;  bring  in  the  new  without  for- 
getting the  old.  And  I think  it’s  working." 

He  refers,  in  part,  to  places  like  Doc’s 
Clock,  whose  new  owners,  Elizabeth  and 
Susan,  grin  wildly  at  the  crowded  bar. 
between  gulps  of  Olympia.  It  would 
appear  that  on  this  evening,  they  felt  free 
to  keep  pace  with  their  best  customers. 
Having  fallen  in  love  with  Doc’s  Clock 
years  ago  — and  really,  who  didnn’t?  — 
they  jumped  at  the  chance  to  buy  it.  The 
large,  power-draining  sign  was  flipped 
back  on,  and  just  like  that,  a new  bar  was 
bom. 

Looking  down  the  long,  populated  bar 
to  the  street  outside,  over  the  heads  of  two 
fisting  art  crawlers,  the  Mission  looks  dif- 
ferent. It  is  glowing  like  a cell  phone,  puls- 
ing with  young,  relentless  energy.  Here  it 
comes! 
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Buddhists  Center  Arts  Events 


New  Narcotech  Police  Beep 


The  San  Francisco  Police  Department 
has  issued  a pager  to  the  plainclothes  units 
at  Mission  Station  so  citizens  can  report 
drug  transactions  without  having  to  go 
through  dispatch.  Police  hope  that  having 
this  kind  of  access  to  plainclothes  units  in 
the  field  will  cut  down  on  the  time  station 
duty  personnel  spend  talking  to  citizens 
regarding  drug  dealing,  as  well  as  lowering 


the  frustration  level  of  the  callers. 

There  is  only  one  pager  and  it  will  be 
passed  from  one  shift  to  another,  so  the 
department  is  asking  callers  to  use  this 
alternative  only  if  a drug  transaction  is 
actually  in  progress  or  if  drug  activity  is 
ongoing  at  a particular  time  and  place.  The 
pager  number  is  (415)  224-9996,  Officers 
will  return  calls  as  soon  as  possible. 


Dress  Rehearsal  for  the  Big  One 


The  Mission  Neighborhood  Emergency 
Response  Team  (NERT)  will  participate  in 
a disaster  response  drill,  October  18,  to 
sharpen  emergency  preparedness  skills 
and  test  preparations  already  made.  NERT 
trainees  from  the  Mission  will  converge  on 
the  Cesar  Chavez  Elementary  School  play- 
ground from  10  a m.  to  1 p m.  to  act  out  a 
series  of  simulated  likely  scenarios  that 
would  be  typical  of  what  could  be  expect- 
ed in  the  event  of  a major  earthquake. 

Gracias  a la  Vida 

KRON’s  Belva  Davis  hosts  the  Third 
Annual  Margaret  Cruz  Latina  Breast 
Cancer  Foundation  “Gracias  A La  Vida” 


GOLDEN  GATE 
REALTY 

30  Years  of  Experience 

• Homes 

• Apartment  Buildings 

• Business  Opportunities 

• Commercial  Property 

• IRC  Tax  Deferred 
Investments 

• Knowledge  of 

the  Valencia  Corridor 

2128  Market  St. 

SF,  CA  94114 


Ph:  415-487-7888 
Fx:  415-487-7899 


Members  of  the  community  are  encour- 
aged to  participate  as  volunteers  during  the 
October  drill.  Formal  NERT  training  will 
be  available  in  January.  Because  of  the 
area’s  density,  its  many  underground  lakes 
and  streams,  a tradition  of  poorly  main- 
tained buildings  and  a number  of  haz- 
ardous toxic  waste  sites,  there  is  particular 
concern  for  the  readiness  of  an  organized 
response  for  disasters,  like  earthquakes,  in 
the  Missioa  Call  (415)  285-8521 


fundraising  reception  and  performance  on 
Sunday,  October  26,  at  the  Mexican 
Museum  in  Building  D at  the  Fort  Mason 
Center.  This  gala  event  will  honor  Dr. 
Anita  Kline,  an  outstanding  member  of  the 
community  who  has  made  significant  con- 
tributions towards  facilitating  access  to 
education  and  health  care  for  Larinas  who 
have  been  diagnosed  with  breast  cancer. 

Scheduled  to  perform  are  comedian 
Marga  Gomez,  and  several  Bay  Area 
dance  companies  including  the  Afro- 
Cuban  folkloric  group  Obakoso,  the  Ballet 
Folklórico  Ensemble  and  the  Mission’s 
own  Loco  Bloco  Drum  and  Dance  phe- 
nomena. Guest  speakers  will  be  KGO’s 
Rose  Guilbault  and  Margaret  Cruz. 

Benefit  rickets  are  on  sale  for  $75, 
which  includes  the  reception,  awards  cere- 
mony and  performance.  Champagne  and 
wine  tasking  will  be  provided  by  Jacob 
Gerhardt  USA,  Inc.,  and  food  will  be  pro- 
vided by  the  Paella  Catering  Company. 
Seating  is  limited,  so  reservations  are  rec- 
ommended. For  additional  information  or 
to  reserve  seats,  call  (415)  252-8981. 


It  is  time  for  good  coffee  at 

A 


‘Tde  CCub  Coffee  Mouse 


"Best  Coffee  & Coffee  drinks 

Organic  Sandwiches  & Salad 

Bower  Smoothies 

Live  Juices 

920  Valencia  st.,  between  20th  & Liberty 
Open  every  day  from  6:00  am  to  12:00  midnight 


This  is  “Art  Month”  and  the  San 
Francisco  Buddhist  Center  will  be  hosting 
a series  of  events  in  conjunction  with 
“Open  Studios.”  There  will  be  an  ongoing 
show  featuring  three  artists,  highlighted  by 
Open  Studios  in  the  Mission  District,  dur- 
ing the  third  weekend  in  October 

The  Buddhist  Center  will  also  offer  var- 
ious weekend  workshops  in  the  arts. 


including  poetry,  writing,  painting  and 
drawing  The  scheduled  events  are:  Poetry 
Workshop,  Oct  4 & 5;  Sound  & Vision 
Woikshop  (Art  in  Buddlust  Ritual),  Oct. 
1 1 & 12;  a public  lecture  on  Buddhism  and 
Art.  Oct.  18;  Open  Studios,  Oct.  18  & 19; 
Life  Drawing  & Painting,  Oct.  25  & 26 
The  Center  is  located  at  37  Bartlett  St. 
(between  21st  and  22nd).  For  full  details 
call  (415)  282-2018, 


Warrior  Girl  Wants  You! 


From  noon  October  25th  to  noon 
October  26,  over  sixty  artists  and  other 
willing  participants  will  create  a free-flow- 
ing continuum  of  art,  in  all  its  various 
forms.  From  16th  and  Bryant  Streets  to 
24th  and  Dolores  Streets,  activities  will 
transpire,  including  Warrior  Girl’s 
Hollywood  Fame,  The  Paparazzi  Posse, 
Buddha’s  Tea  Party  and  the  3am  Tiptoe 
Parade. 

Participating  organizations  include 
Burning  Man,  Defenestration,  the 


Cacophony  Society.  No  Limits  for  Women 
in  the  Aits,  the  San  Francisco  An  Institute. 
Food  Not  Bombs,  the  Aerial  Action  Team 
and  the  Society  of  Superheroes.  There  is 
an  open  call  for  even  more  artists  working 
in  every  media;  artwork  should  be  visual, 
performative  and  mobile. 

A reception  is  scheduled  at  noon  on 
Sunday,  October  26,  and  as  many  people, 
as  possible  will  be  treated  to  free  servings 
of  “Vegetarian  Stone  Soup.”  To  find  out 
more,  call  the  Spacewalk  Hotline,  (415) 
621-2820. 


Join  the  Green  Team 


The  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Green 
Team  Project  is  seeking  volunteer  vision- 
aries for  the  23rd  Street  Community 
Gardea  If  you’re  interested  in  helping  to 
keep  this  vital  project  going,  please  call 
(415)  648-3222. 

The  Green  Team  Project  is  also  interest- 
ed in  forming  new  Green  Teams  in  part- 
nership with  community  church  groups 
and  workplaces  to  promote  consumption 
reduction  in  the  Missioa  Small  groups 


will  help  individuals  learn  about  more 
earth-friendly  lifestyles  through  environ- 
mental education,  with  support  and  train- 
ing provided  by  the  Green  Team  ProjecL 

Organizers  promise  six  fun-filled  meet- 
ings of  approximately  one  hour  each,  in 
which  neighbors  will  learn  to  work  togeth- 
er towards  a greener  future,  while  actually 
saving  money.  Sound  too  good  to  be  true? 
Give  them  a call  at  (4 1 5)  989- 1 906  arel  see 
you  life  change  for  the  better. 


Affordable 
Space  Saving 
Solutions 


Easy  Assembly 

Delivery  & 
Installation  Available 

Come  Visit 

Our  Shop/ Showroom! 


1777 
C415)  822-7600 


Every  Time  You  Buy  Something  New, 
The  Environment  Pays  A Prii 


Reuse  preserves  natural  resources.  So  whenever  you  need  something 
new,  from  an  appliance  to  wedding  clothing,  consider  "pre-owned."  And 
before  you  throw  anything  away,  think  about  whether  it  can  be  reused 
or  repaired.  You'll  help  preserve  the  environment,  and  you'll  save  money. 
For  a free  reuse  directory,  call  us  at  554-RECYcle,  or  visit  us  on  the  Internet 
at  www.sfrecycle.org. 

San  Francisco 

RECYCLING 
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New  Mission  News 


Greater  Mission  Awards  Honor  Community  Achievements 


The  Greater  Mission  Awards  are  pre- 
sented annually  by  the  Mission  Merchants 
Association,  the  Northeast  Mission 
Business  Association  and  the  24th  Street 
Merchants  Association.  This  year  at  a 
September  5,  hosted  by  the  Mission 
Economic  Development  Association  cere- 
mony at  Bayview  Bank,  the  following 
Awards  were  bestowed. 

The  Best  Business  Award 
Excellence  in  district  image  enhance- 
ment and  economic  development: 

24th  Street:  Joe  Sciancalcpore 
(Shal-kaJ-a-pur-ce)  recently  expanded  Ids 
business,  the  Radiator  Factory,  and  ended 
his  1 4-year  career  of  campaigning  to  create 
a Latin  version  of  North  Beach  on  24th 
Street  He  also  renews  his  call  to  SFPD- 
Mission  to  maintain  24th  Street  as  a drug 
free  zone.  Mission  Corridor:  Andora 
Inn  Most  of  City  Hall  knows  Andora  Inn 
proprietors  Robert  McDaniel  and  Mission 
Merchant  Vice  President  for  membership, 
Jose  Najan  Robert  Ceniceros  D.D.S. 
began  Ids  fifteen  year  long  restoration  of 
his  prestigious  Victorian  Italianate  1875 
building  in  the  late  seventies  and  persisted 
through  countless  difficulties  and  the  help 
of  his  thriving  dental  practice  next 
door. Valencia  St.  Corridor:  Wayne 
Holder,  owner  of  Manzanita  Books  is  also 
the  publisher  of  “A  Booklover’s  Guide  to 
the  Mission”.  Beautifully  illustrated  by 
Elizabeth  Newman,  the  very  popular 
foldout  map  contains  dozens  of  drawings 
of  the  Mission’s  Left  Bank  Explosion  of 
cafés,  galleries,  and  bookstores.  16th 
Street:  Juan  Pedro  Gaffney,  founder 
and  artistic  director  of  Coro  Hispano 
This  dedicated  group  of  singers  has  taken 
on  the  preservation  and  interpretation  of 
eight  centuries  of  choral  and  chamber 
music  from  Spain  and  Latin  America  as 
well  as  performing  music  of  the  New 
World  in  the  original  Amerindian  lan- 
guages. Northeast  Mission:  Doug 
MacNeil  of  Spiral  Binding  became  a big 
part  of  neighborhood  improvement  drive 
after  buying  the  old  Eureka  Theatre  build- 
ing. 

Lifetime  of  Service:  Everybody 
knows  Angie  Alarcon  and  her  infectious 
laugh  The  49’ers  were  just  tte  latest  of 
many  clients  who  have  harnessed  her  win- 
ning ways  and  positive  spirit  in  seeing  a 
cause  through  to  victory.  Now  retired  after 
thirty  years  of  constituent  service,  she 
hopes  she’ll  be  remembered  not  as  a good 


politician,  but  more  so  as  a good  Christian. 
Her  more  notable  bosses  include  Senator 
John  Burton  and  Roberto  Hernandez  at 

MECA. 

The  Best  Greater  Mission 
Nonprofit  Service  Provider:The 
San  Francisco  Hispanic  Chamber  of 
Commerce  for  renewing  its  relationship 
with  small  Hispanic  business.  Since 
becoming  President  in  1996,  attorney 
Alina  Laguna,  together  with  other  Board 
Members  and  the  unswerving  energy  of 
Executive  Director  Carlos  Solorzano, 
have  made  the  long  standing  Mission  loca- 
tion of  the  Chamber  mean  something  in 
terms  of  accessibility  to  the  thousands  of 
small  Hispanic  businesspeople  who  con- 
sider the  Mission  their  City 

#1  Elected  Leader:  Supervisor 
Jose  Medina  is  special  for  many  reasons. 
Historically,  he  is  the  first  San  Francisco 
Spanish-speaking  politician  chosen  in  this 
century  without  first  being  appointed  by 
the  Mayor,  and  he  is  a voice  for  good  gov- 
ernment and  good  jobs. 

Heart  of  the  City:  Mission  Police 
Station  and  their  new  Captain  Greg 
Suhr  bringing  renewed  commitment  to  his 
difficult  job  description,  as  evidenced  by 
reinstating  the  monthly  community  meet- 
ings and  agreeing  to  serve  on  the  24th 
Street  Merchants  Board  of  Directors.  He  is 
also  walking  the  talk  on  a community 
policing,  which  means  the  same  police 
officers  on  patrol  in  the  same  area  for 
months,  not  days  at  a time. 

Birthplace  of  the  Bay  Area 
Community  Contribution:  The 
Mission  Youth  Soccer  League  is  one  of 
the  great  success  stories  of  grassroots  vol- 
unteerism.  Now  in  its  sixth  year  of  opera- 
tion, the  MYSL  provides  ten  supervised 
hours  of  soccer  for  1,000  kids  during  the 
summer  and  600  kids  year-round.  The 
breadth  and  strength  of  this  program  is 
largely  due  to  the  sustained  efforts  of  its 
many  volunteers  especially  founders  Andy 
Solow,  Juan  Gonzalez  and  Larry 
Kischmischian. 

Best  New  Public  Art  “Waves  of 
Wisdom**,  a 2100  square  foot  mural  at 
1850  Mission,  the  new  home  of  Arriba 
Juntos,  celebrates  both  recycling  and  the 
information  age.  It  is  the  work  of  34  year- 
old  Bayview  artist  Catalina  Gonzalez  and 
is  the  first  mural  she  has  designed  and  exe- 
cuted herself. 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financia!  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  vou  get 
a loan  faster  titan  vou  think'  Oui  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  iffordahie  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  ím  ••me  ano 
for  small  buMm  "es  with  limited  capital 

FEATURES  BENEFITS 


Purpose  of  hmn 


Qualifications 


ljuan  Amount 
Repay  men  t 


Education,  Job  Training.  Personal  (family  emergence 
needs).  Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  'e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History.  Annual  Household  Income  of 
SI 7,000  or  less  for  Education.  Job  Training.  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $1 5,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 


Interest  Rate  5.75%  .Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

■ For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000.  with  an  84-monih  term 
monthly  pavmeni  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  spenal  loan  program. 


San  Francisco  Ba\  .Area;  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


BANK  Of  CANTON 
Of  CflllfORNIfl 


LtNOfR 


A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

LstabUshfá  in  ¡937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  nght  10  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  anv  time  without  nouce. 


Susan  Leal  gives  Angie  Alarcon  the  Lifetime  Achievement  Award 


Clean,  Healthy  Streets:  Sunrise 
Sidewalk  Cleaners  and  Team  Leader 
David  MaurofT  work  out  of  the  Columbia 
Boys  and  Girls  Club.  The  Sunrise 
Sidewalk  Cleaners  is  a totally  youth-run 
enterprise  serving  the  community  while 
providing  entrepreneurship  training  and 
character  development 

Cultural  Enrichment:  Rene 

Yáñez  is  a conceptual  artist  whose 
Mission-based  career  spans  the  four 


decades  the  Mission  has  been  considered  a 
major  Arts  neighborhood  of  the  West 
Coast.  In  the  early  seventies  he  co-founded 
the  Galeria  de  la  Raza  & Dia  de  Los 
Muertos.  In  the  eighties,  he  did  comedy  as 
an  original  member  of  the  premier  Latin 
comedy  troupe  Culture  Clash 

Kid's  First  in  Education:  Rafael 
Parra  wrote  the  recently  voter-approved 
Proposition  A which  means  the  Mission 
will  be  getting  a long  awaited  new 
Community  College  Campus. 
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Mediterranean  & Vecan  Pastries 
Freshly  Baked  on  the  Premises 

Our  Specialties  are  Oalzones 
and  8"  Oree k Style  Pizzas 

Mediterranean  Plates 

-Humus,  T3abaganu0  &.  others 

Delicious  Sandwiches 

Palafiel,  Gyros,  ¿Eggplant 

Coffee  & Soy/Rice  Drinks 

Turkish,  ¿Espresso,  Lattes 

HOURS  OPEN  • Mon-Thu:  7am -11pm 
Fri:  7am-1am  Sat:  9am-1am  Sun:  9am-10pm 


535  VALENCIA  ST.  431-4866 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @ 21ST 
550-0816 


Open  Every  Day  9am  to  2am 


New  Mission  News 


OCTOBER  1997  13 
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Broadsider 


Andy  Solow 


fields.  Most  water  reservoir  tops  in  the 
City  must  be  completely  rebuilt  to  con- 
form to  new  earthquake  safety  standards. 
There  are  already  tennis  courts  and  park- 
ing lots  on  top  of  some  of  them.  Why  not  a 
few  athletic  fields,  too? 

(5.)  Turn  Youngblood  Coleman  into  a 
grassless  soccer  field  with  good  drainage 
Since  the  Parks  Department  can’t  even 
maintain  the  fields  it  has  now,  there  is  no 


way  that  the  Department  will  be  able  to 
maintain  any  additional  fields  Artificial 
turf  may  be  the  only  answer. 

(6.)  Computerize  the  mistake-plagued 
Rec  Park  field  reservations  system.  This 
was  promised  two  years  ago  but  has  yet  to 
be  delivered. 

Genera]  Manager  Robinson  said. 
‘Sooner  or  later,  we  will  get  it  right” 


Soccer  Soccer  Soccer 

In  recent  times,  soccer  has  become  a 
mainstream  activity.  The  term  “soccer 
mom”  is  now  listed  in  Webster’s 
Dictionary  and  San  Francisco  youth  soccer 
participation  has  doubled  in  the  last  5 years 
from  2,500  children  in  1992,  to  more  than 
5,000  youth  players  between  the  ages  of 
five  to  19  years  old  in  1997  . 

Unfortunately,  the  number  of  athletic 
fields  made  available  for  the  use  of  these 
children  has  not  kept  pace  with  the 
demand.  Even  though  several  of  the  exist- 
ing fields  have  undergone  expensive  reno- 
vations, most  of  these  fields  are  so  riddled 
with  gopher  holes  and  other  defects  that 
many  of  them  are  down  right  dangerous  to 
play  on. 

For  his  part.  Mayor  Brown  has  made  a 
commitment  to  improve  the  quality  and 
increase  the  number  of  athletic  fields  in 
San  Francisco.  Rec  and  Park  General 
Manager  Joel  Robinson  has  been  trying 
very  hard  to  implement  the  Mayor’s  direc- 
tive, but  the  problem  is  systemic. 
According  to  long-time  soccer  advocate 

The  Magical  Mystery  Tour 

On  September  20  the  California  Youth 
Soccer  Association  (CYSA)  conducted  its 
second  annual  inspection  tour  of  San 
Francisco  Athletic  Fields 

The  Golden  Gate  Park  Polo  Fields  were, 
undeniably,  in  fairly  good  shape.  Having 
been  renovated  twice  recently  with  a 
hybrid  Bermuda  grass  touted  by  the  Parks 
Department  as  extremely  durable  and  at  a 
cost  of  more  than  $500,000,  access  to  the 
Polo  Fields  is  now  heavily  regulated.  Top 
Parks  Department  personnel  are  afraid  the 
field  will  be  damaged  by  overuse.  Tthe 
Polo  Fields  are  closed  every  Monday, 
every  June  and  on  weekdays  until  2:30 
p.m.  Only  scheduled  games  are  allowed. 
Practice  sessions  and  public  access  are  no 
longer  permitted.  Given  that  most  week- 
day activity  consists  of  practice  sessions, 
this  means  that  the  Polo  Fields  are  really 
only  open  on  weekends,  when  most  league 
games  are  scheduled. 

Beach  Chalet  (near  Ocean  Beach)  was 
in  terrible  condition.  It  was  graded  “D”  on 
the  1997  CYSA  field  condition  report 
card;  regular  maintenance  seemed  to  be 
nonexistent  The  irrigation  system  did  not 
appear  to  be  working  properly  and  there  is 
no  drainage  system  in  place.  Field  condi- 
tions varied  from  “mud  boogie”  to  “sands 
of  the  Kalahari”.  Even  worse,  construction 
on  a fifth  Beach  Chalet  field  approved  by 
the  Rec  Park  Commission  in  1996  and 
fully  funded  through  the  recent  Golden 
Gate  Park  Bond,  has  yet  to  commence 
because  the  Parks  Department  needed 
someplace  to  dump  construction  debris 
from  the  renovation  of  Golden  Gate  Park. 
According  to  Assistant  Superintendent  of 
Parks  Jim  Cooney,  the  old  Sewage 
Treatment  Plant  site  was  the  most  logical 
place  to  dump  debris,  including  pond 
sludge,  broken  pipes,  old  concrete  and 
dead  trees.  Maybe  the  Commission  was 
just  kidding  when  they  voted  to  make  that 
piece  of  land  into  a soccer  field.  General 
Manager  Joel  Robinson  promised  that 
complete  renovation  of  the  existing  Beach 
Chalet  fields  would  be  forthcoming. 

The  Balboa  Pool  Neighborhood  Field 
(San  Jose  & Havelock),  replete  with  holes. 


ruts  and  bald  spots,  wasn’t  in  much  better 
conditioa  Soccer  advocates  have  been 
requesting  a three-foot  high  safety  fence 
along  San  Jose  Avenue  for  several  years, 
without  response.  Hopefully,  the  powers 
that  be  will  put  up  the  fence  before  some 
poor  kid  gets  hit  by  a car  while  chasing 
after  a soccer  ball. 

Crocker  Amazon  (Geneva  & Moscow) 
receive  a CYSA  grade  of  “D”  but  wins  the 
award  for  the  most  gophers  on  any  athletic 
field  in  the  City.  With  no  drainage  system, 
little  maintenance  and  almost  continuous 
use,  Crocker  needs  a lot  of  help.  General 
Manager  Robinson  promised  that  Crocker 
Amazon  would  also  get  a complete  reno- 
vation sometime  in  the  near  future. 

Louis  Sutter  Field  (Cambridge  & 
Wayland)  is  currently  under  renovation. 
Unfortunately,  somebody  botched  the 
installation  of  two  artificial  turf  goal  boxes 
at  the  site.  The  wayward  goal  box  installer 
mislocated  one  of  the  goal  boxes  ten  feet 
away  from  the  field  center,  mislocated  the 
other  one  ninety  feet  from  the  end  of  the 
field,  and  placed  the  goal  boxes  204  feet 
apart,  instead  of  three  hundred  feet  apart 
(field  measurements  courtesy  of  this 
reporter).  To  his  credit,  General  Manager 
Robinson  simply  said,  “We  will  fix  it” 
Rec  Park  Commissioner  Jim  Salinas  and 
Mayor’s  aide  Richard  Rovetti  weren’t 
nearly  as  polite,  both  indicating  their  intent 
to  initiate  changes  to  a department  that 
couldn’t  even  measure  correctly. 

Youngblood  Coleman  (Galvez  & 
Mendel),  with  a CYSA  grade  of  “D”  may 
be  the  first  soccer  field  in  San  Francisco  to 
get  artificial  turf.  Soccer  Advocates  are 
leaning  toward  a product  called 
“FieldTurf,”  which  consists  of  a drainage 
system  covered  by  gravel,  sand,  granulated 
rubber  tires  and  special  astroturf  type 
material.  But  there  are  a variety  of  other 
materials  available,  including  crushed 
rock,  gravel  and  sand.  These  are  in  com- 
mon use  throughout  the  rest  of  the  world, 
particularly  in  places  where  it  is  difficult  to 
grow  grass. 

Franklin  Field  (17th  & Biyant)  received 
a CYSA  grade  of  “B”,  even  though  it  gets 
a lot  of  use.  Despite  having  been  renovat- 
ed four  months  ago  at  a cost  of  $700,000, 
the  Franklin  goal  boxes  are  already  worn 
down  to  bare  dirt.  General  Manager 
Robinson  said  that  the  goal  boxes  at 
Franklin  would  soon  be  resurfaced  with 
artificial  turf.  (I  hope  the  same  guy  who 
did  the  measurements  for  the  botched  goal 
box  installation  at  Louis  Sutter  isn’t  han- 
dling the  tape  measure  when  they  retread 
the  ones  at  Franklin.) 

What  Needs  to  Be  Done 

During  the  tour,  CYSA  Commissioner 
Cary  Jones  presented  the  SF  Recreation 
and  Parks  Department  with  a list  of  six 
demands: 

(1.)  Begin  complete  renovation  of  the 
current  Beach  Chalet  fields. 

(2.)  Stop  the  dumping  of  construction 
debris  at  the  location  of  the  proposed  new 
Beach  Chalet  field  site  and  start  construc- 
tion immediately.  There’s  got  to  be  some- 
place else  to  dump  pond  scum  and  dead 
trees. 

(3.)  Gopher  abatement  eveiywhere, 
especially  at  Crocker  Amazon 

(4.)  Begin  serious  talks  with  the  San 
Francisco  Water  Department  regarding  the 
use  of  water  reservoir  tops  for  playing 


SUMMER  IS  OVER- 
Have  You  Stocked- up  for 
Your  Fall  & Christmas 


Selling  Season? 


Advertisements 
Announcements 
Booklets 
Brochures 
Business  Cards 
Certificates 
Envelopes 


Flyers 

Forms 

Invitations 

Labels 

Letterheads 

Mailers 

Memorial  Cards 


Menus 
Newsletters 
Post  Cards 
Posters 
Programs 
Resumes 
Tickets 


OR  WHATEVER  YOU  NEED  PRINTED! 

DAVID  VALENTINE 

IP  IP  IN  TIE  IP 

2424  Mission  Street  @ 20th 
550-8973  550-TYPE 


CASA  VALENCIA 

Furnished  rooms  for  rent  in  the 
sunnv  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms. 

Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities 
included,  except  telephone. 

Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 


For  more  information  call  552-0825 
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Calendar 


Composed  by  Victor  Miller 
Design  by  Novarrete- Alazán 


FRIDAY 

Kicks  Are  For  Kids  - Mission  youth  celebration 
and  kickoff  event  for  the  North  Mission  October 
Celebration.  Music,  games  and  lots  more.  Co- 
lumbia Park  Boys  and  Girls  Club  450  Guerrero, 
8-midnight,  $2  861-82802 
Ed  and  Dave’s  Most  Excellent  Poetry  -Two 
real  senous  poetry  dudes  Edmund  Berrigan  and 
David  Bromige  do  the  word  thing.  New  College 
Cultural  Center  766  Valencia  St.,  7:30pm,  $5. 
437-3454 


SATURDAY 

La  Kuchar-rauncha-  Underground  cinema's  bad 
boy  George  Kuchar  will  talk  about  his  new  book 
Reflections  on  a Cinematic  Cesspool  and  show 
his  films  both  classic  and  soon  to  be  same 
ATA  992  Valencia,  8 30pm,  $5  824-3890 


Books  and  Toys  for  Grown-ups 

A clean,  well-lighted  place  for  women  and 
men  (and  parents)  to  shop  for  sex  toys,  books 
and  videos.  From  enlightening  advice,  to 
electrifying  erotica,  you’ll  find  it  at 

Good  Vibrations 

1 210  Valencia  (btwn  23rd  and  24th  St.) 
Open  7 days,  I lam-7pm  • 974-8980 


MONDAY 

Volcanic  Verbalization  -Wild  poetics  featuring 
Amor  Indio  with  Dr  Loco,  Los  Delicados:  Paul 
Flores,  Norman  Zelaya  & Darren  deLeon  plus 
Alejandro  Murgia,  Magot  Pepper,  Q.r  Hand 
Jr.(with  Lewis  Jordan)  and  Alan  Black.  Vesuvio 
255  Columbus, 7:30  pm,  free 
Basquing  in  the  Limelight-Members  of 
BALADRE,  a Spanish  and  Basqueland  group 
opposed  rapidly  globalizing  corporate  greed  as 
fostered  by  the  World  Bank  the  International 
Monetary  Fund  and  all  the  usual  stinking  rich 
suspects,  will  be  bringing  their  call  to  nuke  (meta- 
phorically) the  New  World  Order  to  our  own  hot- 
bed of  unrest  by  the  Bay,  thanks  to  those  pillars 
of  the  dissident  community  Food  Not  Bombs 
Centro  del  Pueblo  474  Valencia  St.,  6pm, and 
the  following  night  at  8pm  at  the  Cell  space 
2050  Bryant  8pm,  free.  386-9209 
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TUESDAY 

Dance,  Dance,  Dance  - Live  soulful  samba  from 
Vivendo  de  Pao.  The  Elbo  Room  647  Valencia, 
10pm,  $4  552-7788 


SUNDAY  ^ 

Dub  Mission  Submission  - Toasters  Oonka 
Symeon  and  the  Sly  Fox  take  over  the  mike 
with  DJs  LUDICHRIS  AND  J BOOGIE  Sounds 
terrifyingly  hip  Elbo  Room  647  Valencia  St.,  9 
pm.  552-7788 
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WEDNESDAY 

The  Dead  Rebel  Society-  Poetry,  song  and 
other  amusements  at  the  opening  reception  for 
an  art  exhibition  called  “Che  Guevara  Presente1" 
held  on  the  30*  anniversary  of  Che’s  death  Mis- 
sion Cultural  Center  2868  Mission  St.,  6pm,  free 
821-1155 


THURSDAY 

Osorio  Oratoria  + Bon  Voyage  Cubanos  Party 

Artist  Gilberto  Osorio  makes  a presentation  on 
his  sculpture  exhibition,  and  then  celebrates  in 
a party  for  the  soon-departing  delegation  of 
Cubanos  from  the  Yoruban  Cultural  Association 


(Carmelo  González  included),  in  town  thanks  to 
the  SFSU  Ethnic  Studies  Dept.,  happening  at 
ArtBeat  Gallery,  3266  21s1  St.,  7:30pm,  free  643- 
8721 


All  the  Greek  You  Can  Eat-  Triopites. 
Dolmathes,  Skordalia,  Loukoumathes  and  other 
Greek  delicacies  are  on  the  menu  as  the  Greek 
Food  Festival  returns  to  the  Community  Center 
at  the  Annunciation  Cathedral  Festival  also  in- 
cludes Greek  crafts,  music  and  dance  245 
Valencia.il -11  and  on  10/11  from  11-11  and 
on  10/12  from  12-10,  $3  777-4700 
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SATURDAY 

Niños  Driving  You  Nuts?  - Latino  families  with 
children  in  public  schools  are  invited  to  a free 
parenting  conference..  Learn  how  to  help  your 
children  succeed  in  school.  Mission  High  School 
8:30  am- 12 :30  pm.  241-6185 

Bilingual  Fireflies  - Lucha  Corpi  and  Mira 
Reisberg  give  a presentation  on  their  new  bilin- 
gual children's  book  Where  Fireflies  Dance  Mis- 
sion Branch  Library  3359  24*  St.,  11  pm,  free 
695-5090 

Che  Guevara's  Greatest  Hits  A evening  of 
songs  dedicated  to  Che  Guevara  performed  by 
a group  international  musicians.  La  Peña  del 
Sur,  2870  A 22nd  St.,  9pm,  $3.  550-1101 
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SUNDAY 

Jamaican  Jewel  - Jamaican  wnter  Opal  Palmer 
Adisa  reads  from  her  first  novel  that  incorpo- 
rates feminist  and  folklonc  elements.  Intersec- 
tion for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia,  2pm,  $2.  626- 
2787 

Christopher  who?  - Immigrant  Pnde  Day/  Dia 
de  La  Raza/lndigenous  People's  Day-100  musi- 
cians and  performers  (Salsa,  Rap,  Aztec  Danc- 
ers and  more),  games  and  activities  for  kids 
and  a multi-service  free  health  fair  highlight  this 
annual  event.  24th  & Mission,  10  am  to  7 pm. 


^ 415»25*CREPE  .4? 
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Come  On  9/i  / 


EXHIBITS  BY  LOCAL  ARTISTS 

Full  Bar 


Espresso,  Cappuccino 
Anchor  Steam  on  Draught 

A Gathering  Place  For  the  Creative  People 
Of  Bohemia  By  the  Bay  Since  The  Forties 

Open  Every  Day 

of  the  Year  6am-2am 

255  Columbus  Avenue 

(At  Jack  Kerouac  Alley) 


New  Mission  News 


OCTOBER  1997  15 


“Yo  también  soy  América”  • National  Writers 
Union  Fiction  Writers  & Poetry  Caucus  presents 
"I  too,  am  America",  a mega-poetry  reading  in 
response  to  Columbus  Day,  Donation  $3-$8., 
but  no  one  turned  away  for  lack  of  funds,  A ben- 
efit for  NWU  Dues  Scholarship  Fund,  at  New 
College  of  California,  777  Valenci  St.,  6pm. 
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MONDAY 


Smutmongering  Come  tell  your  tale  of  fast 
breathing  adventure,  real,  imagined  or  wishful 
in  a night  of  erotic  storytelling  Good  Vibrations 
1210  Valencia  St.,  8pm,  $5  974-8980. 
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TUESDAY 

18  MIGHTY  MOUNTAIN  WARRIORS  - The 

world’s  most  suicidal  Asian  American  skit  com- 
edy group.  Noh  Space  2840  Manposa,  8 pm  , 
$10-12  621-7978 

15 

WEDNESDAY 

What’s  in  a Name?*  Elana  Dykewomon  reads 
from  her  historical  novel  Beyond  the  Pale  a feisty 
lesbian  immigrants  in  turn  of  the  century  New 
York  City.  Modern  Times  Books  888  Valencia., 
7:30  pm,  free.  282-9246 


THURSDAY 


Cuban  Libre!-  Carmelita  Tropicana  performs 
“Milk  of  Amnesia"  a one  woman  show  in  which 
she  plays  male,  female  and  animal  (Hernando 
Cortes’  horse)  characters  in  the  past  & present, 
the  US  and  Cuba  Theater  Rhinoceros  2926  16* 
St.,  8pm  Also  on  10/17  & 10/18.  861-5079 
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FRIDAY 

Zine  This?  - Contributors  to  Cipactli,  a zine 
named  for  a Mesoamerican  eath  goddess,  will 
be  on  hand  to  read  previously  unpublished  ma- 
terial and  celebrate  their  art.  Modern  Times 
Books  888  Valencia  7:30  pm,  free.  282-9246 
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SATURDAY  ' 


Alley  Oop  -Flyaway  productions,  Charming 
Hostess  Trio  and  Pamela  Z present  a rock  ’em 
sock  'em  dance  performance  piece  called 
“Sparrow’s  End"  in  grungy  old  Sparrow  Alley 
located  just  off  16th  St.  (west  of  Guerrero)  by 
Bangkok  16  2pm  & 4pm,  Saturdays  and  Sun- 
days to  10/26,  free  626-2787 
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SUNDAY 


History  In  the  Walking  -Take  a trip  through 
Mission  history  and  discover  secret  parks  and 
gardens  of  the  past.  Enjoy  a free  slide  show  at 
theRoxie  Cinema  after  the  walk.  Meet  at  Ti-Couz 
3108  16th  St.  for  coffee  at  9:30am  , tour  leaves 
at  10  and  arrives  at  the  Roxie  at  noon.  558- 
8133 


Okie  Dokie  -Roxanne  Dunbar-Ortiz  discusses 
and  reads  from  her  memoir  Red  Dirt:  Growing 
Up  Okie.  Only  Okie  to  have  a hyphenated  last 
name  according  to  the  Guinness  Book  of 
Records.  Intersection  for  the  Arts,  446  Valencia 
2pm,  $2.  626-2787 
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MONDAY 

PomoSexuals  -Readings  from  the  new  omni- 
erotic work  by  Carol  Queen  and  Lawrence 
Schimmel  that  should  get  a rise  out  of  or  tickle 
the  fancy  of  almost  anybody.  Good  Vibrations 
1210  Valencia,  8pm,  free.  974-8980 


TUESDAY 

Hot  to  Trot?  - Discussion  group  on  In  Defense 
of  Marxism  a collection  of  letters  and  articles  by 
Leon  Trotsky  Freedom  Socialist  Hall  1908  Mis- 
sion, 7pm,  free  Also  on  November  4,11,  25 
and  December  2,9  864-1278 


WEDNESDAY  ^ # 


Paint  it  Black  - Organizers  of  the  National  Day 
of  Protest  To  Stop  Police  Brutality  are  encour- 
aging all  those  who  think  the  cops  should  stop 
beating  the  crap  out  of  anybody  and  everybody 
to  wear  black.  For  non-fashion  statement  forms 
of  protest  there  is  a march  on  city  hall  beginning 
at  24  and  Mission  at  2pm.  For  more  information 
call  864-5153 


MBJrUACBl 


*§  \ The  Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 


taco  &ai 


•Where  evejY 


me0ltsoftesto 


Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  Wine 


508  Valencia  SI.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


Wednesday:  Dance  to  Banda 

Thursday:  Dance  to  Salsa  Cumbia,  MerengeDJ  Hawaii  Grenier 
Wed.  & Thurs.  All  drinks  $3.50  All  beers  $2.50 


LIVE  MUSIC  & DJ  Hawaii  Grenier!  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.,  & Mon. 
DANCING  ¡Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Saturday  & Sunday 
Special  Monday:  Dance  with  DJ  Hawaii  Grenier 

Special  prices  for  all  drinks  and  beers 
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THURSDAY 


Totally  Rad  -Come  to  a meeting  of  Radical 
Women  and  find  out  what  revolutionary  femi- 
nism can  do  for  you  and  visa  versa.  New 
Valencia  Hall  1908  Mission  Street  Dinner  at  6:30 
($5  donation),  politics  (free)  at  7:30.  864-1278 
Totally  Cracked  -Howard  Reinarman  taks  about 
his  book  Crack  in  America,  that  looks  at  crack 
in  a historical  context  and  in  relation  to  flawed 
national  drug  policies  Modem  Times  Books  888 
Valencia  Street,  7:30  pm,  free  282-9246 
Mayan  Civil  Rights  Speaker  - Juan  Pu,  a lead- 
ing indigenous  rights  activist,  discusses  the  con- 
tinuing struggle  in  Guatemala.  New  College  777 
Valencia,  7 pm,  free  824-2534 
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FRIDAY 


Desde  Afuera  del  Closet  - Gay  Latino  poets 
read  from  their  own  work  and  from  the  work  of 
others.  Peña  del  Sur  2870  A 22nd  St.,  9pm,  $3 


550-1101 


SATURDAY 


Dog  Day  Morning  with  Wag  Ma  (Tail)  Cum 
Laudes  -Those  helpful,  lovable,  erudite  and  ma- 
triculating Hearing  Dogs  will  be  having  another 
graduation  ceremony  SF/SPCA  2500  16*  Street 
11am,  11am,  free  554-3020 


SUNDAY 


Giant  Trio  -No  not  Bonds,  Kent  and  Johnson, 
but  a five  (!?)  member  jazzy  musical  group  made 
up  of  Community  Music  Center  faculty.  CMC 
544  Capp  St.,  3pm,  free  647-6015 
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MONDAY  Mk 


Shake  Yer  Butoh  -Experimental  Zyme  3:  Butoh 
Dance  with  Music,  Koichi  Tamaño  with  Keiko 
Takahashi  Noh  Space  2840  Manposa  8pm,  $8 
621-7978 
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TUESDAY 


Cops!  Live  from  the  Mission  -This  monthly 
get  together  with  the  local  constabulary  and  the 
community  is  always  a lot  fun  and  informative 
Whether  you've  got  a cnme  problem,  are  un- 
happy about  some  of  the  police  services  you've 
received  or  just  plain  cunous  about  the  current 
state  of  law  and  order  in  the  Mish,  show  up  and 
be  heard,  Mission  station  Community  Room  630 
Valencia,  6pm,  free 
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WEDNESDAY 


Players  Wanted  - Tonight  and  every  Wednes- 
day night  show  up  and  play  board  and  card 
games  with  total  strangers  who  need  people 
who  enjoy  or  want  to  leam  Hearts,  Spades, 
Scrabble  and  similar  stuff  Muddy’s  Coffeehouse 
1304  Valencia,  7 30  pm,  free  679-3678 
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FRIDAY 

Trick  or  Treat  Party  A supervised  kids  Hallow- 
een outing  sponsored  by  16*  and  Valencia  Street 
merchants  followed  by  a party  at  Columbia  Park 
Boys  and  Girls  Club.  Meet  at  Mission  Play- 
ground. 5:30  pm  , free  252-7373 
Creepy  Dave’s  Engoré  Performance  "Shiv- 
ers", David  Cronenberg's  first  film,  is  about  dis- 
gusting happenings  in  a parasite  plagued 
Montreal  apartment  house  Features  scream 
queen  legend  Barbara  Steele  Roxie  Cinema 
3117  16th  St.,  6,  8 & 10,  $6  50  Plays  through 
11/4  863-1087 


24-Hour  Information 
(415)  978-ARTS  / 2787 

701  Mission  Street  at  Third, 
San  Francisco 

www.YerbaBuenaArts.org 


FREE  in  Yerba  Buena  Gardens 

Mission  Street  at  Third 

BLUEGRASS  MUSIC 

Thursday,  October  2,  12:30  - 1:30  pm 

S.F.  Pickin'  Society 

Thursday,  October  9,  12:30  - 1:30  pm 

Bruce  Dix  and  Jim  Nunnaily 


F R E E in  Center  for  the  Arts  Theater 

700  Howard  Street 

Saturday,  November  I at  2 pm 

Youth  Ambassador  Performance 

A work-in-progress  by  15  high  school  students 


Ad  sponsored  by  KTB  Realty  Partners.  Inc., 
Property  Management  of  Yerba  Buena  Gardens 


3247  Mission  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110,  Ph:  824-0884 

NO  COVER  CHARGE! 
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New  Mission  News 


Brown  for  Life 

by  Robert  Eligió  Alfaro 

People,  those  who  I call  “tourists,” 
come  into  the  Mission  and  perpe- 
trate that  they  are  down  with  us. 
What  I mean  is  that  these  perpetrators 
come  into  the  Barrio  and  buy  the  big 
Victorian  houses,  speculate  the  land,  or  go 
into  puppet  politics  to  make  money  off  our 
poor  gente  (people),  while  gentrifying  our 
culturally  rich  Latino  community.  These 
“tourists"  by  day  work  our  community  dty 
and  then  by  night,  do  the  crimes  they 
blame  on  the  19th  and  24th  Street  homies. 
They  see  my  food,  dress  and  attitude, 
wanting  a little  for  themselves,  like  a sou- 
venir. But  I want  to  tell  them  that  I am  a 
product  of  their  privileged  lives  on  Snob 
Hill  or  St.  Francis  Woods,  and  that  they 
can  never  be  like  me.  Some  even  vote 
Democratic  or  give  a little  to  the  local 
“Barrio  Kids,”  but  even  if  they  live,  work 
or  walk  around  the  Mission,  they  will 
always  be  “tourists."  These  same  perpetra- 
tors come  around  and  try  to  be  “ethnic” 
when  really  ; they  are  passers-by  in  a whole 
lot  more. 

These  tourists  never  think  about  how  it 
would  feel  to  be  a homie  lying  on  the  street 
shot  and  murdered.  Imagine  seeing  yellow 
caution  tape  around  your  murdered  body. 
The  police  look  over  your  blood  soaked, 
murdered  body  taking  pictures  of  you  and 
asking  your  friends  your  identification. 
Can  you  see  from  the  comer  of  your 
impassive  eyes,  your  friends  wanting  to 
run  to  your  cold,  icy,  lifeless  and  murdered 
body? 

That’s  my  reality  to  those  suburban 
fools  who  are  now  moving  in  to  my  neigh- 
borhood every  day.  They  say  that  there  are 
too  many  hoodlums  on  the  street  and  that 
more  police  officers  would  help  the  prob- 
lem of  crime.  Preceding  these  gentrifiers, 
are  other  “tourists,"  i.e.,  urban  planners, 
real  estate  speculators  and  puppet  commu- 
nity leaders  who  do  not  even  live  in  this 
community,  but  make  decisions  based  on  a 
nine  to  five  attendance  in  this  area.  In  fact, 
tourists  like  police  officers  contribute  to 
the  negativity  by  the  attitude  they  bring 
into  our  community  and  most  of  them  live 
somewhere  else.  I watch  these  tourists 
working  in  the  Mission  District,  making 
decisions  about  its  future  that  affect  its 
richness,  when  they  are  not  even  present. 

Think  of  this:  I lived  around  the  Army 
Street  Projects  (the  late  Bernal  Dwellings) 
all  my  life  and  I used  to  be  around  there 
everyday.  Seldom  did  I see  rich,  upper 
class  folks  running  around  the  projects 
unless  it  was  to  buy  drugs.  Now,  rich  peo- 
ple are  walking  their  dogs  somewhere  they 
never  even  used  to  look  at  before.  Why?  I 
am  not  asking  why  are  they  walking  by  my 
neighborhood  now,  because  it  is  only  obvi- 
ous; they  feel  like  they  are  not  in  danger 
since  the  projects  have  been  demolished. 

My  question  is  why  did  they  not  walk 
by  with  their  dogs  before  the  projects  were 
gone?  Who  were  they  afraid  of?  And  why 
were  they  afraid?  Most  people  fear  things 
they  do  not  understand  and  the  projects  are 
things  rich  people  do  not  understand.  Yet, 

I bet  those  same  rich  people  are  missing 
the  projects  now,  too.  Why?  Well,  like  I 
said  before,  they  were  the  ones  going  to 
buy  drugs  there. 


Now,  they  have  to  move  somewhere 
else  to  buy  their  stash.  Even  though  pub- 
licly, those  same  rich  people  surely  con- 
demned the  projects,  they  are  missing  it  in 
private,  with  their  empty  vile.  Some  may 
be  thinking,  how  can  I be  sure  or  how  can 
I prove  that  this  is  true?  Man,  I have  been 
living  here  all  my  life  and  only  a stupid 
person  would  not  see  a rich  person  coming 
into  a bad  neighborhood  late  at  night  with 
a beautiful  Lexus  with  fancy  rims  and  a 
sun  roof.  The  tourists  who  come  into  our 
community  are  hypocrites  because  by  day, 
they  condemn  the  crime  and  at  night,  when 
only  a few  see  them,  they  do  the  crime. 
Why  aren’t  articles,  surveillance  cameras 
or  for  that  matter,  programs  like  COPS 
being  focused  on  them?  Those  tourists 
should  be  ashamed  of  themselves. 

In  blaming  youth,  a so-called  journalist 
from  one  of  our  daily  papers  even  went  as 
far  as  to  say  that  “Gangs  Alarm  the 
Mission”  a few  months  back.  These  young 
sisters,  brothers  and  myself  did  nothing  but 
scare  “tourists.”  I am  very  angry,  upset 
about  and  tired  of  being  called  a “gun 
wielding  gang  member”  who  scares 
“tourists”  just  by  the  complexion  of  my 
skin  and  the  clothes  I wear.  But  I am  a 
hoodlum,  because  a hoodlum  is  defined  as 
a tough,  aggressive  and  often,  a violent 
young  man.  I have  to  be  tough  and  aggres- 
sive if  I want  to  survive  as  a brown  man, 
and  I am  also  violent  if  provoked.  So  by 
definition,  I will  continue  to  be  a hoodlum 
until  I die.  Yes,  my  complexion  is 
BROWN  and  I am  from  this  Chicano 
nation  of  Aztlán,  which  Europeans  cur- 
rently occupy.  If  “tourists”  want  to  be  part 
of  me  and  my  community,  then  they 
should  not  only  leam  about  the  500  years 
of  my  oppression,  but  also  help  the  fifty- 
percent  or  more  students  that  are  failing  in 
math  and  science  in  this  community.  Do 
not  just  buy  property  in  my  neighborhood 
because  it’s  trendy,  and  then  watch  people 
die  on  the  street,  vote  for  209  and  think 
you  have  done  your  civic  duty  to  people  of 
color. 

With  your  indifference,  bigger,  brighter 
jails  are  being  built  to  pave  the  way  for  the 
future  of  our  gente  (people),  while  affirma- 
tive action  comes  off  the  books.  Creating 
better  schools  for  the  young  people  is 
becoming  part  of  the  community.  Giving 
them  better  computers  in  their  schools  and 
talking  to  them  as  people,  and  not  as  crazy, 
gang-banging,  gun-wielding,  saggy  pants 
kids  who  don’t  know  anything,  that  is 
being  part  of  the  community.  If  young  peo- 
ple do  not  know  anything,  it  is  because 
people  like  you  — and  you  know  who  you 
are  — have  not  done  anything  but  watch 
bills  pass  and  racist  legislation  destroy  the 
lives  of  our  young  RAZA.  . 

To  those  who  are  perpetuators  from  the 
Mission,  but  really  you  are  just  a “tourist”: 
Keep  it  real!  If  you  want  to  be  part  of  our 
community,  do  not  pretend  you  have  expe- 
rienced something  you  know  nothing 
about.  Instead,  bring  your  perspective 
from  another  place  and  help  our  communi- 
ty improve  for  all.  Lastly,  those  who  are 
perpetrators  trying  to  do  that  gentrification 
thing,  well  you  might  take  away  tte  barrio 
on  the  outside,  but  on  the  inside,  it  will  be 
BROWN  FOR  LIFE. 


KING’S  REFRIGERATION 

Serving  the  Community  for  37  Years!! 

WE  BUY,  SELL  & SERVICE 


10%  Off 
with  this  Ad! 


659  Valencia 

Between  17th  & 18th  Streets 

431-0255 


Quality  Black  and  White  Photofinishing 
Quality  Used  Cameras  and  Repairs 
Quality  Darkroom  Supplies 

MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 

1089  Valencia  SI.  (near  22nd)  SF  94110  (415F.41-8J96 


PSYCHIC  HORIZONS 
FREE  Introductory  Meditation  Class 
TUESDAYS  at  7:30  pm.  FREE  Healing 
Fairs  10/25, 11/22  at  Psychic  Horizons, 


972  Valencia  St.,  S.F.  Call  643-8800. 
Everyone  Welcome! 


You’ve  .íever  really  tried  Mexican  Food  until  you’ve  been  to:  * 


PUERTO  ALEGRE  RESTAURANT  No*  1 


NOW  SERVING  THE 

BEST  MARGARITAS 

IN  THE  BAY  AREA 


546  VALENCIA  ST. 


255-8201 
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YOUNG  PEOPLE  HAVE  the  most  time  to 
spare  during  the  summer  months,  when  they 
are  enjoying  their  break  from  school.  Al- 
though many  young  people  use  this  time  con- 
structively by  staying  in  school  or  enhanc- 
ing their  skills  with  a summer  job,  others  do 
not.  During  the  summer  months,  there  are 
also  many  temptations  and  negative  magnets 
that  can  sidetrack  an  idle  youth.  Residents 
and  business  people  from  the  neighborhood 
contact  my  office  on  a regular  basis  to  ad- 
vise me  of  the  most  pressing  challenges  they 
perceive  in  the  neighborhood.  Some  of  the 
calls  of  frustration  I receive  offer  little  or  no 
measure  of  objectivity.  Yet,  the  issue  of  youth 
crime  is  real  and  it  demands  all  of  our  atten- 
tion. I tend  to  take  a wide  perspective,  be- 
cause I want  to  focus  my  energy  over  the 
long  run  in  a well-balanced  way.  Real  solu- 
tions to  problems  cannot  be  found  in  a ce- 
real box.  Furthermore,  we  have  to  offer  posi- 
tive alternatives  to  the  young  people  we  are 
trying  to  save.  In  a matter  of  weeks,  I expect 
the  Human  Rights  Commission  to  complete 
my  request  to  study  opportunities  for  youth 
employment  through  city  procurements,  as 
part  of  my  effort  to  offer  young  people  some 
good  options. 

Part  of  the  issue  also  has  to  do  with  ac- 
countability. This  does  not  mean  that  we 
should  automatically  criminalize  the  youth 
who  are  falling  through  society’s  cracks.  But, 
we  have  to  keep  in  mind  that  we  have  avail- 
able to  us  an  entire  youth  system  in  place, 
complete  with  a judicial  component.  In  this 
area,  I am  happy  to  report  that  I recently  in- 
troduced, with  the  collaboration  of  Mayor 
Brown,  a resolution  authorizing  the  Juvenile 
Probation  Department  to  accept  and  expend 
$100,000  from  the  State  Board  of  Correc- 


tions to  develop  and  implement  a local  ac- 
tion plan  that  can  provide  a continuum  of 
responses  to  juvenile  crime  and  delinquency. 

There  are  also  a number  of  programs  of- 
fered through  city  departments,  and  many 
more  offered  through  community-based  or- 
ganizations, which  are  funded  by  the  City 
and  offer  services  in  the  areas  of  child  care, 
health  & social  services,  job  readiness  train- 
ing & placement,  delinquency  prevention, 
education,  recreations  and  libraries.  In  fis- 
cal year  1996-1997,  San  Francisco  allocated 
over  $12  million  for  these  purposes.  There 
are  also  several  commissions  with  the  charge 
of  overseeing  issues  of  youth  crime,  such  as 
the  Juvenile  Justice  Commission,  the  Juve- 
nile Probation  Commission,  the  Youth  Com- 
mission, and  a myriad  of  advisory  bodies. 

So  why  is  it  that  we  cannot  seem  to  get  a 
handle  on  the  issue  of  youth  crime?  One  an- 
swer is  that  there  is  no  one  single  program 
that  can  address  all  the  sides  of  the  issue. 
Another  has  to  do  with  the  disjointed  nature 
of  the  system  itself.  I recently  authored 
Youth-Safe,  an  ordinance  that  will  bring  to- 
gether probation  officers  and  police  officers 
to  monitor  repeat  youth  offenders  on  the 
streets.  As  part  of  this  approach,  the  proba- 
tion officers  will  also  be  able  to  connect  the 
troubled  youth  with  intervention  programs 
under  the  San  Francisco  Juvenile  Justice 
Action  Plan,  before  they  make  more  strin- 
gent recommendations.  Working  in  close 
collaboration  with  the  police  officers,  the 
district  attorney,  the  probation  officers  and 
the  Juvenile  Court,  we  can  improve  the  con- 
nectivity of  existing  programs  and  save  our 
youth  from  the  traps  of  the  City. 


LOS  JÓVENES  DISFRUTAN  de  mucho 
tiempo  libre  durante  el  verano  cuando  no  tie- 
nen ninguna  responsabilidad  escolar.  Aun- 
que muchos  de  ellos  aprovechan  de  su  tiem- 
po de  manera  constructiva,  ya  sea  asistiendo 
a cursos  de  verano  o adquiriendo  nuevas 
abilidades  en  algún  trabajo  temporal,  muchos 
otros  no  lo  hacen.  Durante  el  verano  no  de- 
jan de  verse  también  las  tentaciones  y las 
malas  influencias  que  pueden  desviar  a un 
joven  desocupado.  Muchos  residentes  y co- 
merciantes del  barrio  me  llaman  a la  oficina 
con  regularidad  para  contarme  sobre  los  pro- 
blemas más  urgentes  que  perciben  en  la  ca- 
lle. Ciertas  llamadas  denotan  frustración  y 
no  prestan  el  objectivismo  apropriado.  Aún 
así,  el  problema  de  la  delincuencia  juvenil 
no  deja  de  ser  real  y merece  toda  nuestra  aten- 
ción. Yo  tengo  la  tendencia  de  adoptar  una 
perspectiva  más  amplia,  porque  quiero  con- 
centrar mi  energía  a largo  plazo  y de  manera 
equilibrada.  Una  verdadera  solución  no  la 
vamos  a encontrar  en  una  caja  de  cereal. 
Además  debemos  ofrecer  alternativas  posi- 
tivas a los  jóvenes  que  estamos  tratando  de 
salvar.  En  mi  interés  de  brindar  mejores  al- 
ternativas a nuestra  juventud,  yo  solicité  un 
estudio  sobre  las  posibilidades  de  empleo 
para  los  jóvenes  por  medio  de  contratos  de 
compras  o servicios  que  ofrece  la  ciudad.  La 
Comisión  sobre  los  Derechos  del  Ciudada- 
no va  a terminar  el  estudio  en  unas  cuantas 
semanas. 

Por  otro  lado  tenemos  que  adjudicar  la 
responsabilidad.  Esto  no  significa  que  vamos 
a criminalizar  a los  jóvenes  que  se  encuen- 
tran al  margen  de  la  sociedad.  Basta  recor- 
dar que  ya  tenemos  a nuestra  disposición  un 
sistema  de  apoyo  para  la  juventud  que  tam- 
bién incluye  un  componente  judicial.  Sobre 
éste  punto,  me  enorgullece  informarles  que 
yo  introduje  recientemente,  en  colaboración 
con  el  Alcalde  Brown,  una  resolución  que 
autorizó  al  Departamento  de  Libertad  Con- 
dicional de  Menores  a disponer  de  $100,000 
que  se  recibieron  de  parte  de  la  Mesa 


Correcional  del  Estado,  para  desarrollar  e 
implementar  un  plan  de  acción  ante  la  delin- 
cuencia juvenil  en  San  Francisco. 

Existen  también  otros  programas  por 
medio  de  los  departamentos  de  la  ciudad  y 
muchos  más  por  medio  de  organizaciones 
con  base  en  la  comunidad,  que  reciben  fon- 
dos públicos  para  prestar  servicios  en 
guardería,  salubridad  y asistencia  social,  pre- 
paración laboral,  entrenamiento  y colocacio- 
nes, prevención  delincuencia!,  educación, 
recreación  y bibliotecas.  El  año  pasado,  la 
Ciudad  de  San  Francisco  repartió  mas  de  $ 1 2 
millones  en  todas  estas  áreas.  Aparte  de  los 
programas,  existen  además  varias  comisio- 
nes con  el  cargo  de  estudiar  la  delincuencia 
juvenil,  como  son  la  Comisión  de  Justicia 
Juvenil,  la  Comisión  sobre  la  Libertad  Con- 
dicional de  Menores,  la  Comisión  sobre  la 
Juventud  y un  gran  número  de  comités  con- 
sultivos. 

¿Cómo  es  que  no  podemos  entonces  re- 
solver el  problema  de  la  delincuencia  juve- 
nil? Una  respuesta  es  que  no  existe  un  pro- 
grama en  particular  que  pueda  resolver  to- 
dos los  aspectos  del  problema.  Otra  respuesta 
se  relaciona  con  la  naturaleza  desarticulada 
del  sistema.  Acabo  de  introducir  Youth-Safe 
(Salva-Jovenes),  un  proyecto  de  ley  que  va 
formar  una  colaboración  entre  los  agentes 
que  vigilan  la  libertad  condicional  de  meno- 
res y la  policía  para  que  juntos  vigilen  a los 
jóvenes  con  problemas  de  delincuencia  rein- 
cidente. Como  parte  del  programa,  los  agen- 
tes podrán  conectar  a los  jóvenes  más  peli- 
grosos con  otros  programas  de  intervención 
dentro  del  Plan  de  Acción  para  la  Justicia 
Juvenil  de  San  Francisco,  antes  de  tomar 
otras  medidas  más  serias.  Trabajando  en  co- 
laboración con  la  Policía,  el  Procurador,  la 
Comisión  sobre  la  Libertad  Condicional  de 
Menores  y el  Tribunal  de  Menores  podré 
mejorar  la  conección  entre  los  programas  que 
ya  están  disponibles  para  salvar  a la  juven- 
tud de  las  trampas  de  la  Ciudad. 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  quality  organic  & wiUcrafted  bulk  herbs 


We  carry  a full  line 

OF  TINCTURES 

Homeopathic 

REMEDIES 

Aromatherapy 


Vitamin  Supplements 
Books 

Flower  Essences 
Body  Care  Products 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


We've  moved!!! 

1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  821-0997 

A Wonifii-OwneJ  business 


3147  1 6*  St.  @Valencia  Open  7 Days  415.522.9122 


606  Mission  @2nd  Open  M-l;  415.5 1 2. 1 570 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

611  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  St)  • S.F.,  CA  94110 

285-8588 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 

• Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 

Neighborhoods  ♦ Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 
♦ “Do-it- Yourself”  Membership  Available 
♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 
♦ Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

• Check  Engine  Light/Computer  Diagnostics/Driveability  Problems 

• Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  <&  Repair 

• Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

• Cooling  Systems/Brakes/Clutches/General  Repairs 

• Air  Conditioning/Heaters  • Timing  Belts 

• Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

• Wi nd ows/Doo r s/Vanda l ism  Repairs  • Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

• Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  • CV  Joint  &.  Axle  Service 

• Engine  & Transmission  Rebuilding  &.  Replacement 

’ Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
St  BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($25  VALUE) 
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Breen  City  Alerts 

Mission  Edition  Calendar 

Sarah  Bardeen 

• San  Francisco  Alemany  Farmers  Mar- 
ket directly  markets  farm-fresh  fruits,  veg- 
etables, olive  oil,  and  baked  goods  at  afford- 
able prices.  This  is  California’s  oldest  and 
largest  Fanners  Market.  Every  Saturday  from 
dawn  to  dusk.  Offering  a wide  variety  of  or- 
ganic vegetables,  this  market  is  a healthy  al- 
ternative to  the  pesticide-laden  produce  of 
most  grocery  stores.  643-2043. 

• The  Helpline,  a comprehensive  phone  re- 
ferral service,  provides  free,  confidential  and 
comprehensive  information  and  referrals  to 
anyone  needing  information  about  food  and 
rental  assistance,  as  well  as  other  nonprofit 
health  and  human  services. 

800-273-6222  • 772-HELP  • 772-4444  (in 
Spanish) 

•The  Bay  Area  GreenTeam  Project  assists 
individuals  and  neighborhoods  in  develop- 
ing earth-friendly  living  practices.  Learn  to 
reduce  consumption  and  save  money  using 
the  Green  Action  Guide.  Give  them  a call! 
989-2906. 

• Wondering  how  you  can  make  a differ- 
ence in  the  urban  environment?  Reuse  your 
grocery  bags  or  use  a canvas  shopping  bag. 
Use  the  back  sides  of  paper  for  notes.  Use 
hand  towels  instead  of  paper  towels.  Avoid 
disposable  products  whenever  possible. 
Avoid  packaging  that  is  not  easily  recyclable. 
Turn  off  lights  and  appliances  when  not  in 
use.  Turn  off  the  water  between  rinses  when 
shaving  or  brushing  teeth.  Use  public  trans- 
portation. It's  easy! 

Wednesday  1 

Toxic  Links  Coalition  sponsors  the  Fourth 
Annual  “Cancer  Industry  Tour”  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. Find  out  how  to  stop  cancer  where  it 
starts.  Call  for  details.  512-9025. 

Habitat  for  Humanity  S.F.  is  building  four 
affordable  condominium  units  on  South  Van 
Ness  in  the  Mission.  Many  skilled  and  un- 
skilled volunteers  are  needed  to  assist 
throughout  the  month.  750-4780. 

Saturday  4 

Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  Center  hosts  a walk- 
ing tour  of  Mission  District  murals  in  San 
Francisco.  11  a.m.  Fee.  415-285-2287. 

Sunday  5 

SLUG  will  hold  free  urban  composting 
classes,  both  outdoor  and  worm  (indoor) 
composting.  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m.  Fee.  554-6193. 

SF  Bike  Coalition  tours  the  city  today.  Join 
other  cyclists  on  a joyous,  sugar-fueled  bike 
tour  of  San  Francisco’s  fine  purveyors  of 
home-made  ice  cream.  Sample  and  Ride  On! 
Call  for  details.  431 -BIKE. 


Monday  6 

Do  you  take  the  bus  or  BART  to  work? 
RIDES  for  Bay  Area  Commuters  might  give 
you  a fabulous  prize!  Register  with  RIDES 

if  you  share  the  ride  to  work  by  using  an  al- 
ternative to  driving  alone.  Save  lime,  money, 
and  stressand  you  could  win  a trip  to  Ha- 
waii. Call  (800)  755-POOL  to  enter. 

Wednesday  8 

Neighborhood  Parks  Council,  30  neighbor- 
hood park  organizations  strong  and  growing, 
assists  in  connecting  people  with  their  neigh- 
borhood park  group,  or  helping  to  start  a 
neighborhood  park  group  of  their  own.  Meets 
tonight.  Call  for  information  at  621-3260. 

Friday  10 

Greenlining  Institute  presents  the  4th  annual 
Greenlining  Economic  Development  Confer- 
ence: "Economic  Justice  in  an  era  of  Merg- 
ers and  Deregulation."  Called  by  some  the 
most  important  man  in  the  U.S.,  Federal 
Reserve  Chairman  Alan  Greenspan  will  be  a 
special  guest  speaker.  At  the  Fairmont  Ho- 
tel, SF.  Today  and  tomorrow.  284-7200. 

Sunday  12 

Immigrant  Pride  Day  ’97,  Indigenous 
Peoples’  Day  and  Dia  de  la  Raza  takes  place 
today  on  24th  Street  and  Mission  in  San  Fran- 
cisco from  10  a.m.  to  7 p.m.  Volunteers  are 
needed  for  publicity,  media,  outreach,  phone 
banking,  stage  operation,  and  security.  648- 
5257 

Saturday  18 

AIDS  Memorial  Grove  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
is  looking  for  volunteers  to  help  in  the  cre- 
ation and  long-term  maintenance  of  the  first 
living  memorial  to  those  lost  to  AIDS  and  in 
support  of  those  living  with  HIV.  Gather 
weeds,  mulch,  plant  and  clear  the  Grove.  The 
workday  lasts  from  9 a.m.  to  3 p.m.  750- 
8340. 

Monday  20 

SF  Recycling  sponsors  “Second  Chance 
Week,"  a week  of  re-use  activities  through- 
out San  Francisco.  Learn  to  save  money  and 
reuse  materials  to  save  precious  natural  re- 
sources. Volunteers  are  always  needed!  415- 
554-3404. 


Green  City  Project,  a San  Francisco  Bay 
Area  non-profit  environmental  program, 
works  to  increase  the  compatibility  of  cities 
with  local  natural  systems  by  providing  re- 
sources to  link  individuals  and  groups  with 
each  other  in  community-based  ecological 
activities.  GCP  is  a project  of  the  Planet 
Drum  Foundation.  Contact  us  at  285-6556. 


• San  Francisco  Alemany  Farmers  Market 

vende  en  directo  frutas  frescas,  vegetales, 
aceite  de  oliva  y bienes  del  homo  a precios 
muy  bajos.  Esto  es  el  mercado  público  más 
grande  y más  viejo  de  California.  Cada  Sá- 
bado desde  el  amanecer  al  crepúsculo.  Ofre- 
ciendo una  gran  variedad  de  vegetales  orgá- 
nicos, este  mercado  es  una  alternativa  salu- 
dable a los  productos  agrícolas  del  supermer- 
cado que  tienen  muchas  pesticidas.  643- 
2043. 

• The  Helpline,  un  servicio  completo  de  re- 
ferencias que  provee,  gratis,  información 
confidencial  y referencias  para  personas  que 
necesitan  ayuda  con  comida  o lugar  para  vi- 
vir. También  dan  información  sobre  otros 
servicios  de  salud  o humanitarios  sin  lucro. 
Llame  al  772-4444  (en  español). 

•The  Bay  Area  Green  Team  Project  ayuda 
individuos  y comunidades  a desarrollar  ma- 
neras de  vivir  que  no  son  dañinas  al  medio 
ambiente.  Aprenda  a reducir  el  consumeris- 
mo  y ahorre  dinero,  usando  The  Green  Action 
Guide.  Llámelos  al  989-2906. 

•¿Quieres  saber  como  puedes  hacer  un  cam- 
bio positivo  en  el  ambiente  urbano? 

Reutiliza  tus  bolsas  del  supermercado  o usa 


una  bolsa  de  compras  hecho  de  lona.  Usa  el 
lado  detrás  de  su  papel  para  a puntos.  Usa 
toallas  de  mano  en  vez  de  toallas  de  papel. 
Evitar  el  uso  de  productos  dispensables  cuan- 
do sea  posible.  Evitar  embalaje  que  no  sea 
reciclable.  Apagar  las  luces  y los  aparatos 
eléctricos  cuando  no  están  en  uso.  Cerrar  el 
grifo  entre  enjuagues  cuando  estás  afeitán- 
dose o lavando  las  dientes.  Use  el  transporte 
público.  Es  fácil! 


Miércoles  1 

Toxic  Links  Coalition  presenta  su  cuatro 
“Tour  de  la  industria  de  Cáncer"  anual  en 
San  Francisco.  Descubre  como  se  puede  pa- 
rar el  cáncer  donde  empieza.  Llame  por  más 
detalles.  512-9025. 

Habitat  for  Humanity  S.F.  está  construyen- 
do cuatro  unidades  de  condominios  econó- 
micos en  South  Van  Ness  en  la  Mission.  Se 
necesita  muchos  voluntarios  con  y sin  expe- 
riencia durante  este  mes.  750-4780. 

Sábado  4 

Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  Center  presenta  una 
excursión  a pie  a visitar  las  murales  de  la 
Mission  en  San  Francisco.  11  a.m.  Entrada. 
415-285-2287. 


Domingo  5 

SLUG  va  a dar  clases  gratuitas  sobre  el  uso 
de  abonos  urbanos,  al  aire  libre  y con  lom- 
brices (dentro  de  la  casa.)  2 p.m.  to  4 p.m. 
Entrada.  554-6193. 

SF  Bike  Coalition  gira  la  ciudad  hoy.  Unirte 
con  otro  ciclistas  para  este  vuelta  a visitar 
los  mejores  proveedores  de  helados  en  San 
Francisco.  Prueba  y pasear!  Para  más  deta- 
lles. 431 -BIKE. 

Lunes  6 

¿Tomas  el  bus  o el  B ART  al  trabajo?  Es  po- 
sible que  RIDES  for  Bay  Area  Commuters 
puede  darte  un  premio  fabuloso!  Registra  con 
RIDES  si  compartes  un  paseo  al  trabajo  o si 
usas  una  forma  de  transporte  alternativa  a 
llegar  al  trabajo.  Ahorrar  tiempo,  dinero,  y 
evitar  la  tensión  y puedas  ganar  un  viaje  a 
Hawaii.  Llame  al  (800)  755-POOL  a entrar. 
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Miércoles  8 

El  Neighborhood  Parks  Council,  una  coali- 
ción de  29  organizaciones  de  parques  loca- 
les, se  reunirá  en  la  biblioteca  central  (Main 
Library)  en  el  centro  de  conferencias  de  cuar- 
to piso.  Esta  interesado  en  mejorar  el  parque 
de  su  comunidad?  La  reunión  se  realiza  aquí 
de  5:15  p.m.  a 7 p.m.  Para  más  información. 
Llame  al  621-3260. 

Viernes  10 

Greenlining  Institute  presenta  el  cuarto 
Greenlining  Conferencia  de  Desarrollo  Eco- 
nómico Anual:  “Justicia  Económico  en  la  Era 
de  Fusiones  y Deregulación."  (en  inglés) 
Llamados  por  algunos  el  hombre  más  im- 
portante del  país,  el  presidente  de  la  reserva 
federal,  Alan  Greenspan  va  a ser  el  invitado 
especial.  En  el  Fairmont  Hotel,  en  SF.  Hoy  y 
man  aña.  284-7200. 
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We  feature  the 


Selection  of 


African,  Latía 
Brazilian,  Carib- 
beaa  and  other 
Selected  music 
(Traditional  & 
Contemporary). 

693  Guerrero  St  <3 

18th,  San  Francisco 
Hours:  Tuesday  to 
Saturday,  noon  to  7; 
Sunday  from  1 to  6. 


Dig  DeEPer 

for  the  best  in  world  music 


Mission  District  Home  Owners 

Need  Rehab,  or  an  emergency  repair, 
can’t  pick  up  the  tab? 

Your  Solution  to  Better  Living  is 

COMMUNITY  HOUSING  REHABILITATION  PROGRAM  (CHRP) 

& 

CODE  ENFORCEMENT  AND  REHABILITATION  FUND  (CERF) 

• A new  roof  ♦ Electrical  repairs 

• Sewer  repairs  • Hot  water 

• New  rear  stairs  ♦ To  correct  a Code  Violation 


If  you  own  and  occupy  one  or  two  units  and  your  income  is 
within  certain  guidelines,  you  may  qualify  for 
a City  sponsored  CHRP  or  CERF  loans. 

(Example:  A family  of  four  may  make  up  to  $47,050  per  year) 

How  do  the  loan  programs  work? 

Maximum  Amount  Interest  Term  

CHRP  $40,000 /Unit  3%  10  yrs.  or  upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title 

CERF  $ 7,500  / Unit  0%  Upon  sale  or  transfer  of  the  title 


For  more  information  call:  864-6432  ext.  308,  Lucy  Pineda  at 
MISSION  HOUSING  DEVELOPMENT  CORPORATION 
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MEDA 

Mission  Economic  Development  Association 

OPEN  FOR  BID: 

REQUERIMIENTO  DE  PROPOSICIONES 


The  only  Food  and  Beverage  Concession 
in  Dolores  Park 

La  única  Concesión  de  Servicios  de  Comida  y 
Bebidas  en  el  Parque  Dolores 


Cali  MEDA  para  más  iniormación  o licitación  al¡ 
Call  MEDA  for  bidding  information  at: 

415-282-3334 


Vintage  clothing 


Vintage  accessories 


Modern  living 


/ 


Martini  Mercantile 

1 S 1 9 HiigM  Street 

Klondike? -1 940  (552-1  940) 

1716  Hoigtit  Street 
Unnysonl-194?  (811-1942)^ 

Son  francisco 


With  Your  Help,  San  Francisco  Works 

Helping  2,000  Families  Move  From  Welfare  To  Work  By  The  Year  2000 


Welfare  reform  means  changes  in  tile 
lives  of  millions  of  Americans.  Within 
two  years,  most  families  who  are  cur- 
rently on  welfare  must  move  into  the  workforce  or 
risk  losing  their  benefits. 

In  San  Francisco  alone  there  are  nearly  1 l.(HK) 
families  — mostly  single  mothers  and  their  children 
— who  will  be  affected  by  the  work  requirements 
and  time  limits  in  the  new  federal  law. 

The  business  community  of  San  Francisco  is 
responding  to  the  challenges  posed  by  welfare 
reform  with  San  Francisco  Works.  San  Francisco 
Works  will  help  2.0(H)  San  Franciscans  make  the 
transition  from  welfare  to  work. 

San  Francisco  Works  is  a partnership  of  the 
Committee  on  Jobs,  die  San  Francisco  (dumber  of 
Commerce  and  die  United  Way  of  die  Bay  Area 
San  Francisco  Works  is  intended  to  demon- 
strate new  techniques  for  helping  families  on  pub- 
lic assistance  move  toward  self-sufficiency. 

Tile  centerpiece  of  San  Francisco  Works  will 
be  a competitive  bidding  process  for  selecting  sev- 
eral local  nonprofit  agencies  and  collaboratives  to: 

• prepare  former  welfare  recipients  for  private 
sector  jobs  in  a variety  of  industries: 


• work  with  the  business  community  to  place 
job-ready  candidates  in  jobs:  and 

• provide  the  necessary  supports  to  help  partic- 
ipants retain  those  jobs  and  increase  their  net 
income  over  time. 

San  Francisco  Works  was  started  with  the  gen- 
erous support  of  the  local  companies  listed  to  the 
right  But  we  need  your  help  to  get  the  job  done 
San  Francisco  Works  is  looking  for  donors,  volun- 
teers and  local  businesses  willing  to  hire  screened, 
trained  candidates. 

Also,  if  you  or  someone  you  know  is  involved 
in  employment  training  and  placement  or  a related 
field,  give  San  Francisco  Works  a call. 

San  Francisco  Works  soon  will  release  a public 
Request  for  Information  to  identity  community- 
based  agencies  interested  in  helping  us  reach  our 
job  placement  goal.  To  learn  more  about  how  to 
get  involved  with  San  Francisco  Works  — as  a con- 
tributor, a volunteer  or  a contractor  — please  call 
1 (8(H))  273-6222. 

San  Francisco  Works  is  a partnership  of: 

•HOBS 


HIsíiiis 


SAX  FRANCISCO 

• Of  ■ OUME  m I 


IMF  I’ Mill)  WO 


SAN  FRANCISCO 

WORKS 


Join  ihc.se  generous  supporters 
of  San  Francisco  Works  and  help  us  meet  our  goal. 

Arthur 
airtouch-  Andersen 

Communications 

Blue  Shield  [^1]  of  California 

»n  Independent  Mamtor  of  dw  »lo*  SMeM  AuoctaOon 


AT&T 


John  R.  Cahill 
Foundation 


m Bank  of  America 

Charles  Schwab  & Co.,  Inc. 

CITIBANK 

Hellman  & Friedman 
Montgomery  Securities 

The  Power  of  Growth ™ 

McKesson 

¡a  PG&E  Corporation 

PACIFIC  S3  BELL. 

The  Rockefeller 
Foundation 


S H O R «1  T E I N 


Sutler  Health 
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Freewheel  is  ready  for  the  road 

New  bike  shop  focuses  on  transportational  cycling 


by  Victor  Miller 

Freewheel  Bike  Shop,  which  opened 
on  Valencia  this  summer,  is  geared 
towards  the  growing  number  of 
Mission  residents  who  are  bike  com- 
muters Owner  Carios  Co  rujo  was  a long 
distance  bicycle  racer  throughout  his  teens 
in  upstate  New  York,  and  worked  as  a 
bicycle  messenger  for  three  years  in  wild 
and  wooly  downtown  San  Francisco.  He  is 
also  the  owner  of  the  original  and  semi- 
legendary  Freewheel,  located  in  the 
Haight. 

He  sees  the  new  shop  as  a place  where 
those  w ho  wish  to  cut  down  on  automobile 
dependency  can  reacquaint  themselves 
with  the  two-wheeled  alternative  of  their 
youth.  A starter  bike  for  the  bom  again 
cyclist,  according  to  Corujo  would  be  “a 
modified  mountain  bike  (slick  tires,  a rack 
and  fenders)  that  would  go  out  the  door  for 
$500.”  This  would  constitute  reliable,  safe 
home-to-work  and  errand-running  trans- 
portation. Corujo  admits  that  there  are 
bikes  out  there  for  less,  but  is  conscien- 
tious in  his  selection  of  imports.  “There’s 
no  such  thing  as  a $200  bike  not  made  by 
using  the  cheapest  possible  labor.  I won’t 
buy  bikes  made  in  China  or  Korea  and  I 
won’t  buy  components  made  in  Indonesia 
or  tires  made  in  Indonesia  or  Thailand.” 
China  and  Korea  are  notorious  for 
exploitive  labor  practices,  and  Indonesia 
and  Thailand  manufacturers  are  well 
known  abusers  of  the  environment. 

In  order  to  run  his  business  with  some 
sense  of  social  responsibility,  Corujo  has 
taken  the  time  to  keep  himself  informed  on 
international  standards  and  get  merchan- 
dise from  some  unusual  places.  Nokia  tires 
from  Finland  are  stocked  at  Freewheel 
because  of  the  more  exacting  environmen- 
tal regulations  Finns  have  for  their  manu- 
facturing. Bianchi,  Jamis  and  Kona  are  the 
three  brand-name  bikes  at  Freewheel 
When  asked  about  the  Konas,  Comjo  says 


that  although  they  are  made  in  Taiwan, 
working  conditions  are  considerably  better 
there  than  most  other  Asian  countries.  On 
the  other  hand,  a made-in-the-USA  quality 
transportation  bicycle  would  run  about 
$1500,  if  U.S.  wages  were  paid.  Corujo 
has  tried  to  keep  things  at  a cost  working 
people  in  San  Francisco  can  afford,  with- 
out resorting  to  the  use  of  near-slave  labor 
abroad.  “It  gets  really,  really  complicated," 
he  says. 

Freewheel  also  stocks  a good  selection 
of  accessories  for  all  of  us  who  like  the 
extra  bike  gizmo  or  attachment,  now  and 
then,  but  Comjo  makes  a basic  and  afford- 
able recommendation  in  this  area:  “Just 
don’t  leave  without  a helmet  arel  lights.” 

The  shop  also  does  the  more  costly  cus- 
tom jobs,  where  a customer’s  arms,  legs 
and  torso  are  measured  and  a bike  is  built 
from  the  frame  up  to  those  exact  specifica- 
tions. Comjo  say  his  primary  interest  is 
still  in  basic  transportation  but  when  it’s 
time  to  pay  the  bills,  he  is  not  unapprecia- 
tive of  the  recreational  and  customized 
customers,  who  rush  in  with  an  order  after 
double  parking  their  Beamers. 

Including  Comjo,  Freewheel  has  a staff 
of  two  or  sometimes  three  (plus  the  shop 
mascot  a whippet  named  Delsie).  They  are 
all  extremely  knowledgeable  and  very  par- 
ticular that  repairs  are  done  correctly. 
While  talking  to  Comjo,  we  are  interrupt- 
ed by  a cyclist  who  wants  a brake  shoe 
replacement.  Comjo  insists  that  the  wheel 
should  be  trued,  as  well.  The  cyclist  does- 
n’t want  to  pay  for  the  extra  work  but 
Comjo  convinces  him  that  it’s  necessary  if 
he  wants  the  bike  to  stop  safely.  “I  just 
can’t  do  a job  halfway,”  he  says. 

Freewheel  is  located  at  980  Valencia 
Street  @2 1st  and  open  12-7,  every  day 
except  Monday.  Call  752-9195 


COMMUNITY  OUTREACH  COORDINATOR 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital  has  excellent  opportunities  available  for  mature,  dedicated 
professionals  with  leadership  skills  to  oversee  outreach  programs  in  the  Mission 
District  that  are  designed  to  improve  patient  relations  and  healthcare  access 

Requires  H S diploma  or  equivalent,  excellent  communication  skills  and 
relevant  job  experience  in  healthcare  (Mission  District  applicant  must  be 
bilingual  - English/Spanish).  Applicants  must  reside  in  or  have  deep  personal 
and/or  working  knowledge  of  the  concerned  communities.  BA  or  AA  & proven 
supervisory  skills  a plus  Please  send  resume  to:  St.  Luke’s  hospital,  Job  Code 
C001,  3555  Cesar  Chavez  St..  S.F.,  CA  941 10,  or  fax  to  (415)  641 -6718.  EOE 


Freewheel’s  big  wheel  Carlos  Comjo  photo  by  David  Fenkel 


Chateau’s  Woes  Continued  from  Page  One 


decided  to  move  on  and  leased  the  house  to 
the  City,  which  then  sub-leased  it  to 
Westside.  The  Loopers  contend  the  City 
and  Westside  were  negligent  in  regulating 
non-smoking  mies.  They  cite  fire  depart- 
ment records  of  four  previous  cigarette 
fires  before  the  disastrous  one,  and  a lease 
agreement  that  clearly  shows  the  City  to  be 
liable  for  the  damage.  Of  the  $325,000  not 
covered  by  insurance,  the  City  was  initial- 
ly only  willing  to  pay  $5,000  “The  City 
burned  down  my  fucking  house  and  they 
want  me  to  pay  for  it!”  was  Leroy’s  sum- 
mary statement  of  the  situation,  which 
started  the  litigation.  The  suit  made  it  hard 
for  Westside,  the  City  and  the  Loopers  to 
work  together,  but  Looper’s  attorney  said 
it  was  either  sue  or  go  broke,  and  points 
out  his  clients  waited  until  the  last  possible 
day  to  file.  Leroy  Looper  seems  genuinely 
hurt  by  the  City’s  hard  stand.  “I’ve  given 
thirty  years  of  my  life  to  community  ser- 
vice and  now  all  of  a sudden  nobody  will 
return  my  calls.”  We  got  a face  to  face 
meeting  with  Mayor  Brown  and  all  he  said 
is  ‘lawsuits  are  painful.’  “ Looper,  a recov- 
ered addict,  is  nationally  known  as  the 
founder  of  Reality  House  West,  a highly 
respected  drug  treatment  are!  counseling 
program  that  owns  and  operates  the 
Cadillac  Hotel  in  the  Tenderloin. 

The  Looper’s  did  manage  to  get  a loan 
from  the  City  to  pay  for  the  repairs  and  the 
City  holds  two  notes  on  the  Chateau  going 
back  to  the  early  eighties,  when  the' 
Loopers  were  doing  restoration  work. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  Chateau 
Agape  venture,  the  Looper’s  have  provid- 
ed the  vision  and  the  intelligence  to  make 


things  happen  and  the  City  has  provided 
the  cash  in  the  form  of  loans  secured  by  the 
deed  to  the  Chateau.  (These  loans  are  now 
being  paid  back  through  the  $12,000  a 
month  rent  paid  for  the  non-staiting  home- 
less program.) 


When  the  City  and  its  independent  con- 
tractor moved  briefly  into  the  vision  and 
intelligence  end  of  the  arrangement  in 
1993-94,  Chateau  Agape  nearly  burned  to 
the  ground.  Had  the  Looper’s  been  stuck 
with  the  repair  costs,  the  City  would  have 
probably  wound  up  owning  the  building,  a 
raw  deal  for  the  Looper’s,  arel  judging  by 
the  previous  track  record,  for  the  homeless 
and  the  Mission  community  as  well. 
Fortunately,  last  month  an  out  of  court  set- 
tlement (for  substantially  more  than 
$5,000)  was  reached  and  the  Loopers  will 
eventually  return 


Of  course,  25  homeless  people  will 
remain  at  the  mercy  of  the  elements  for 
another  winter,  and  the  City  will  shell  out 
$150,000  for  an  empty  house  but  at  least 
there’s  a happy  ending  somewhere  down 
the  line. 
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Davies  Medical  Center 

Women’s 
Care 


Primary  care  and  gynecology  for  adult  and  adolescent  women 


Experience  the  Women’s  Care 
difference  at  Davies  Medical  Center’s 
new,  full-service  primary  care  center 
designed  by  women  for  women. 

• Elizabeth  L.  Williams,  M.D., 

Family  Practice  and 
Preventive  Medicine 

• Leslie  S.  Kurdos,  M.D.,  Obstetrics 
and  Gynecology 


Women's  Care  Offers: 

• Female  physicians  experienced  with 
women’s  health  issues 

• Personalized  and  comfortable 
environment 

• Flexible  office  hours  to  fit  your  schedule 

• Resource  center  with  Internet  access  to 
health  information  sires 

For  more  information  or  to  schedule  an 

appointment,  call  415/565-6561. 


Treat  Yourself  to  Health 

Saturday,. October  18,  9:00a.m.  to  12:15p.m. 

A free  program  including  complimentary  breakfast 
Davies  Medical  Center,  Auditorium,  B Level 

Integrate  healthful  activities  into  your  lifestyle 

• Nutrition  and  exercise  strategics 

• Stress  management  techniques 

• Juggling  career  and  family 

• Recogni/.ing  and  coping  with  burnout 

Featured  spf.akf.rs: 

Treat  Yourself  to  Health 

Elizabeth  L.  Williami,  M.D..  M.P.H 
Family  Practice  and  Preventive  Medicine 
Women's  Primary  Care  Physician 

The  “Two-Career"  Woman: 

Coping  With  Rumout 

Margaret  A.  Cbesney,  Ph.D 
Professor,  School  of  Medicine 
University  of  California 

Treat  Yourself  to  Health  is  sponsored  by 
Women’s  Care.  Space  is  limited.  Please  register 
early  by  calling  the  Women’s  Care  Community 
Events  Line  at  415/565-6567. 


Women’s  Care  • Davies  Medical  Center  • Castro  & Duboce  • Suite  175  South  (adjacent  to  main  hospital  building)  • www.davicsmed.org/go.cgi/women 
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OCTOBER  & ROXIE! 


A Brand  New  35mm  Print  of  one  of  Samuel  Fuller’s  most  notori- 
ously potent  films!  With  his  desire  to  win  the  Pulitzer  Prize  at  any 
cost,  an  ambitious  reporter  decides  the  only  way  to  solve  a murder 
in  a mental  asylum  is  to  be  committed  there  himself — as  an  inmate. 
Once  inside,  a strange  transformation  begins  to  take  place.  Starring 
Peter  Breck,  Constance  Towers,  Gene  Evans,  James  Best.  Written, 
produced  and  directed  by  Samuel  Fuller.  B&W.  35mm.  101  mins. 
1963.  PREMIERE  REVIVAL!  NIGHTLY  at  7:00,  9:15;  SAT/SUN/ 
WED  MATS  at  2:00, 4:30 


Desolation  Angels 


This  amazing  debut  feature  is  wrought  with  raw,  gut-level  emotion 
as  it  unfolds  a downward  spiraling  tale  of  devastation  and  self-de- 
struction brought  on  by  the  male  ego.  A young  Brooklyn  man 
makes  desperate  attempts  to  avenge  the  forced  seduction  of  his 
girlfriend  by  a rich,  womanizing  college  buddy.  Instead  of  consol- 
ing the  woman  he  loves,  he  embarks  on  a relentless,  all  consuming 
quest  for  retribution  which  takes  him  through  a labyrinth  of  sexual 
fury,  deranged  jealousy  and  irrational  violence.  With  Michael 
Rodrick,  Jennifer  Thomas,  Peter  Bassett.  Written  and  directed  by 
Tim  McCann.  Color.  35mm.  90  mins.  1996.  BAY  AREA  THEATRI- 
CAL PREMIERE.  NIGHTLY  at  6:00,  8:00,  10:00;  SAT/SUN/WED 
MATS  at  2:00, 4:00 


FRIDAY  OCTOBER  1 7 - WEDNESDAY  OCTOBER  22 


THURSDAY  OCTOBER  23 


Rainforest  Action  Network  benefit! 

Amazon  Journal 

Join  Rainforest  Action 
Network  in  an  effort  to 
protect  the  rainforest 
with  a live  musical  per- 
formance from  the 
Amazon  and  the  West 
Coast  Premiere  of 
Amazon  Journal.  The 
film  probes  deep  into 
the  turbulent  political 
events  in  the  Brazilian 
Amazon  conflict  and 
the  destruction  of  Bra- 
zilian Indian  nations.  It 
also  shows  us  the  mis- 
conceptions and  mis- 
takes surrounding  the 
rainforest  movement, 
the  impact  Chico 
Mendes’  assassination  and  the  bloody  struggle  of  the  Yanomani  In- 
dians against  gold  miners.  An  informed,  poignant  and  ultimately 
alarming  film.  Directed  by  Geoffrey  O’Connor.  In  Color.  35mm.  90 
mins.  1997.  Live  music  provided  by  Silvia  Nakkach  (vocals)  and 
Michael  Knapp  (cello).  THUR  at  7:00,  9:30  Note:  Admission  for 
the  7:00  show,  including  live  music  performance,  $10.00  dona- 
tion; regular  admission  for  9:30  (film  only). 


FRIDAY  OCTOBER  24 


The  Monkees! 


Head 


The  Monkees'  first  and  only  feature  film  is  a mind-blowing, 
psychedelicized  romp  through  very  bizarre  territory.  Combining 
very  funny  gags,  a wild  visual  sense  and  a thoroughly  indescribable 
plot,  Head  goes  where  very  few  rock  music  films  have  dared  to  tread. 
Head  will  astonish  and  dazzle  you  and  don’t  be  surprised  if  you  leave 
the  show  with  a newfound  respect  for  Mickey,  Peter,  Davy  and 
Michael.  The  knockout  cast  also  includes  Teri  Garr,  Vito  Scotti, 
Timothy  Carey,  Frank  Zappa  and  Jack  Nicholson.  Directed  by  Bob 
Rafelson.  Color.  35mm.  86  mins.  1968.  BRAND  NEW  35mm  PRINT! 
FRI  at  7:00, 9:00,  11:00 


SATURDAY  OCTOBER  25 


Sam  Fuller’s  World  of  noir! 

The  Crimson  Kimono 


Two  L.A.  detectives  investigate  the  murder  of  a nightclub  stripper 
in  this  offbeat  noir  thriller.  With  Victoria  Shaw,  Glenn  Corbett, 
James  Shigeta.  Directed  by  Samuel  Fuller.  B&W.  35mm.  82  mins. 
1959.  SAT  2:30;  6:15,  9:50 

Dead  Pigeon 
On  Beethoven  Street 

An  American  detective  travels  to  Germany  in  order  to  avenge  the 
murder  of  his  partner  and  encounters  drugs,  blackmail  and  a 
porno  ring.  With  Glenn  Corbett.  Christa  Lang  (Fuller’s  wife), 
Anton  Diffring,  Stephane  Audran.  Directed  by  Samuel  Fuller. 
Color.  35mm.  102  mins.  1972.  SAT  at  4:15, 8:00 


SUNDAY  OCTOBER  26 


Robert  Mitch  urn  Double  Feature! 

Angel  Face 

A laconic  ambulance 
driver  is  drawn  into  the 
mystery  world  of  a doom- 
ed “angel  of  death."  An 
erotically  atmospheric 
melodrama,  perfectly 
suited  to  the  smoldering 
talents  of  its  two  stars. 

With  Robert  Mitchum, 

Jean  Simmons,  Herbert 
Marshall.  Directed  by 
Otto  Preminger.  B&W. 

35mm.  91  mins.  1953. 

SUNal  4:30,8:00 

The  Locket 

One  of  the  most  puzzling 
film  noirs  of  the  1940s, 
this  multi-flashback  tale 
about  a psychologically  disturbed  woman  who  brings  destruction 
to  the  men  who  love  her,  ranks  as  one  of  Mitch’s  best.  With  Robert 
Mitchum,  Laraine  Day,  Brian  Aherne.  Directed  by  John  Brahm. 
B&W.  35mm.  86  mins.  1946.  SUN  at  2:45, 6:15, 9:45 


MONDAY  OCTOBER  27 


Hard  Eight 


From  the  director  of  Boogie  Nights  comes  this  tale  of  love,  revenge 
and  redemption,  set  against  the  seedy  casinos  of  Reno,  Nevada. 
This  dark  and  quirky  film  came  and  went  pretty  fast  last  spring,  so 
don’t  miss  this  great  chance  to  catch  up!  With  Philip  Baker  Hall. 
John  C.  Reilly,  Gwyneth  Paltrow,  Samuel  L.  Jackson.  Written  and 
directed  by  Paul  Thomas  Anderson.  Color.  35mm.  101  mins.  1997. 
MON  at  7:00, 9:15 


TUESDAY  - THURSDAY  OCTOBER  28  - 30 


Antonio  Gaudí 


One  of  Hiroshi  Teshigahara’s  greatest  (and  least  seen)  films.  Anto- 
nio Gaudi  is  joyful,  elegant  and  enchanting.  Featuring  music  by 
Toru  Takemitsu,  the  film  explores  the  bizarre  and  whimsical 
world  of  the  Catalan  architect  whose  extraordinary  work  in  the 
early  part  of  the  20th  century  made  Barcelona  one  of  the  marvels 
of  the  world.  This  is  a must-see  film  for  its  rare  ability  to  capture 
an  artist’s  genius  while  achieving  great  artistry  in  its  own  right. 
Directed  by  Hiroshi  Teshigahara.  In  color.  35mm.  72  mins.  1985. 
PREMIERE  REVIVAL!  BRAND  NEW  PRINT!  TUE  & THURS  at 
6:00, 8:00,  10:00;  WED  at  2:00,  4:00, 6:00,  8:00,  10:00 


FRIDAY  OCTOBER  31  - WEDNESDAY  NOVEMBER  5 


Early  Cronenberg! 


Shivers 


The  residents  of  an  apartment  building  near  Montreal  become 
“hosts”  for  scientifically  created  aphrodisiac  parasites  that  live  in 
the  stomachs  of  their  victims.  Also  known  as  They  Came  From 
Within,  the  first  of  David  Cronenberg’s  uniquely  gruesome  and 
personal  horror  films  remains  one  of  his  most  powerful.  The  Roxie 
takes  great  pleasure  in  celebrating  Halloween  this  year  with  a spe- 
cial premiere  revival  of  this  bizarrely  disturbing  film.  Very  gory. 
Starring  Paul  Hampton,  Joe  Silver,  Lynn  Lowry,  Barbara  Steele. 
Directed  by  David  Cronenberg.  Color.  35mm.  87  mins.  1975. 
CANADA.  NIGHTLY  at  6:00, 8:00,  10:00;  SAT/SUN/WED  MATS 
at  2:00, 4:00 
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Chillin':  King  owner  Martin  Gomez  (r)  with  employee  Dave  Hauber 

Valencia  Street  Cool 


By  Victor  Miller 

Valencia  Street  teems  with  clubs 
and  cafes  and  bistros.  Laid  back 
and  relaxed  on  weekdays,  on 
weekends  clubbers  and  rockers  flood  the 
corridor  in  search  of  a good  time.  This  is 
the  Valencia  Street  that  gets  the  press,  the 
emergent  arts  scene.  But  the  Mission  has 
always  been  a place  with  a pragmatic  her- 
itage, as  blue  collar,  a neighborhood  where 
you  can  get  the  stuff  tliat  keeps  eveiyday 
life  together  and  find  the  tinkerers  and 
craftsmen  that  keep  that  sniff  working. 
What  happens  when  your  refrigerator  dies 
on  you?  A punk  rock  band  and  a double 
latte  won’t  help  you  much  then,  will  it? 

King’s  Refrigeration  and  Appliances 
has  been  on  Valencia,  just  off  17th  Street, 
since  Eisenhower  was  president.  While 
both  Mr.  King  and  Ike  are  long  since  gone, 
Martin  Gomez  has  been  on  the  scene  at 
King’s  since  the  mid-seventies. 

There  is  something  reassuringly  solid 
and  reliable  about  this  old  establishment;  it 
comes  through  immediately  when  you  talk 
with  Gomez.  Twenty  years  ago,  he  was 
selling  ice  cream  on  the  streets  of 
Managua,  Nicaragua.  He  had  the  usual 
dream  of  coming  to  the  U.  S.  and  making  a 
better  life  for  himself  We  all  know  how 
difficult  it  is  to  make  those  aspirations  real 
but  Martin  Gomez  did  okay. 

Looking  for  work  is  always  tough,  espe- 
cially when  you’re  new  to  the  country  and 
don’t  speak  the  language.  The  only  job 
Gomez  could  get  (and  as  it  turned  out,  at 
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the  only  place  he  has  ever  worked  in  the 
US)  was  cleaning  appliances  at  King 
Refrigerators.  Little  by  little,  he  learned 
the  language  and  the  mechanics  of  wash- 
ers, dryers  and  refrigerators.  Soon,  he  was 
the  chief  repairman  of  the  establishment 
and  when  Mr.  King  decided  to  call  it  quits, 
Gomez  had  set  aside  enough  money  to  buy 
the  business.  That  is  a simple  enough  story 
but  considering  all  the  tragic  and 
exploitive  situations  immigrants  find 
themselves  in  these  days,  it’s  heartening  to 
know  there  are  people  who  can  prevail, 
and  do  so  on  the  first  try. 

Gomez  has  lived  all  the  past  twenty 
years  in  the  Mission.  He  and  his  wife 
Marta  have  two  sons  Martin  Gerardo 
Gomez  and  Jose  Belissario  Gomez  III. 
Gomez  also  has  another  son  Jose 
Belissario  Gomez  Jr.,  by  a previous  mar- 
riage. Gomez  said  the  two  Jose 
Belissario’s  were  named  for  his  father. 

Things  around  King’s  have  changed  a 
lot  since  Gomez  went  to  work  there  long 
ago,  but  the  appliance  store  remains  much 
as  it  was.  There  are  still  four  employees 
plus  Gomez,  and  although  the  business  has 
its  ups  and  downs,  there’s  still  a steady 
stream  of  customers,  about  30  or  forty  a 
month.  They  buy  old  appliances  and  fix 
them  up  for  resale  or  fix  whatever  it  is  a 
customer  has  that  needs  fixing.  For  the 
most  part,  it’s  washers,  dryers  and  refriger- 
ators, with  the  occasional  icemaker  or 
freezer  thrown  in.  Reasonable  prices  and 
good  work  with  two  decades  of  experience 
behind  it  are  the  mainstays  of  this  venera- 
ble neighborhood  institution. 

As  the  Mission  develops  in  new  ways, 
let's  hope  those  links  to  its  past  that  have 
provided  opportunity  and  livelihood  for 
those  just  arriving  here,  stay  with  us. 

King’s  Refrigeration  and  Appliances  is 
located  at  659  Valencia,  call  431-0255 
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Mediterranean  Oven  deserves  a warm  welcome 

New  eatery  on  Valencia  Street  offers  everything  from  Lebanese  cookies  to  gormet  pizzas 


By  Carolyn  Abate 

Defining  a Mediterranean  diet  isn’t 
easy.  The  cuisine  derives  from  a 
region  surrounded  by  fourteen 
countries  from  three  of  the  world’s  conti- 
nents. Factor  in  topography,  weather  and 
language  and  you’ve  got  a unique  food 
culture  emerging.  It  is  a feast  of  fresh 
fruits,  vegetables  and  meats,  all  cooked 
with  savory  herbs,  exotic  seasonings  and 
flavorful  sauces.  And  it’s  a style  that 
Californians,  particularly  those  from  the 
Bay  Area,  have  embraced.  Mediterranean 
Oven,  a small  cafe  tucked  in  at  535 
Valencia,  is  one  establishment  that  under- 
stands the  marriage  and  embraces  it  whole 
heartily,  offering  a variety  of 
Mediterranean  dishes  and  desserts.  Owner 
Mike  J we  mat  has  created  a clean  estab- 
lishment sure  to  flourish  on  busy  Valencia, 
just  south  of  16th  Street. 

The  cafe,  with  salmon  colored  walls  and 
natural  wood  elements,  is  a small  but 
warm  space.  Customers  can  sit  at  tall 
wood  tables  and  stools,  near  the  front  door, 
or  at  a long  wood  bench  with  round  tables 
lining  the  right  wall.  The  deep  stained 
wood  accents  continues  at  the  counter 
positioned  in  the  back,  where  food  is 
ordered.  But  be  forewarned,  as  you  walk 
past  the  bar  many  Middle  Eastern  cookies 
and  cakes  are  on  display.  So  save  room. 

The  menu  offers  a variety  of 
Mediterranean  dishes.  Humus,  tabuli  salad 
and  Gyros  are  listed  alongside  calzones 
and  Greek  pizza  For  those  interested  in 
sampling  a few  items,  the  Lunch  Special  is 
your  best  bet.  A Veggie  Plate,  served  with 
a soft  drink  or  coffee  taps  out  at  just  $6.25. 


Unleavened  bread,  fresh  from  the  oven, 
provides  ample  scooping  capabilities  to 
the  tangy  humus  and  rich  eggplant  baba- 
ganug.  The  dish  also  includes  the  garlic- 
enriched  falafel,  bite-sized  dolma  and  tab- 
uli, where  mint  and  parsley  abound. 

Pop  in  for  breakfast  and  try  a cappucci- 
no, or  the  Turkish  house  coffee.  The  hot 
earthy  Java  kept  me  warm  one  particularly 
blustery  morning  in  the  Mission.  Sample 
the  Moroccan  tea  that  Jweinat  calls  the 
“house  specialty.” 

If  decadence  is  more  your  style  try  the 
middle  eastern  cookies  and  desserts,  like 
Data,  an  ancient  cookie  of  dates  and 
sesame  or  Baruziki,  a Lebanese  cookie  of 
sesame  and  pistachio.  Both  are  sweet  and 
dense  and  unlike  anything  I have  ever 
tried.  For  me  personally,  the  best  dessert 
was  Baklava:  a sweet  delicacy  of  nuts, 
honey  and  crispy  phyllo  dough,  layered 
endlessly.  Although  delicious,  this  dessert 
is  usually  difficult  to  eat  without  getting 
honey  everywhere.  Jweinat  has  solved  this 
problem  by  changing  the  design.  Instead 
of  layered  squares,  the  pastry  is  rolled  up 
like  a tube,  keeping  all  the  ingredients 
inside.  Same  stuff,  different  design,  no 
mess.  Ingenuity  at  its  finest 

Whether  it’s  breakfast  lunch  or  dinner, 
Mediterranean  Oven  has  something  to 
offer  for  a reasonable  price.  The  menu 
does  a great  job  exploring  the  vast  differ- 
ences within  the  region  while  embracing 
the  elements  of  California’s  cuisine  arts. 

Mediterranean  Oven  is  located  at  535 
Valencia  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
415-431-4866 
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(415)  703-0459 

Listen  to  what  the  experts  are  saying... 

"My  son  eats  more  vegetables,  has  better  health,  is  interested  in  telling 
complete  stories,  and  has  deepened  friendships."  Doesn't  your  child 
des  ene  the  nest? 
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Mike  Jweinat  with  one  of  his  best  seller  gourmet  pizzas.  Photo  by  Arthur  Hudson 
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Quality  Products 
and  Excellent  Service 
for  Women  & Men 

Corte  de  Cabello  y Estilos  • Perms 
Cuts  & Styling  • Color  • Highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 
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A new  place  in  the  sun  opens  on  Dolores  St. 


By  Carolyn  Abate 

In  Italy,  eating  establishments  are  divid- 
ed into  categories  defined  by  cooking 
methods,  menu  and  price.  In  the 
United  States,  we  follow  a similar  but  less 
complex  guideline.  Bar  and  grill,  diner, 
restaurant  and  cafe  are  the  most  popular 
nomenclature  used  to  direct  the  hungry. 
Although  Webster’s  Dictionary  describes  a 
cafe  as  a restaurant,  most  food  connoisseur 
would  agree  that  a cafe  is  a little  more 
informal  and  less  expensive  than  its  coun- 
terparts. 

Dolores  Park  Cafe,  on  the  comer  of 
Dolores  and  18th,  is  one  locale  that 
embraces  this  concept  with  gusto  The  end 
result  is  a spacious,  well  designed  place 
offering  freshly  made  sandwiches,  salads, 
pastries  to  those  who  want  sit  back  and 
enjoy  the  pleasures  of  Dolores  Park. 

Sitting  on  a southeast  comer,  the  cafe 
was  cleverly  designed  to  make  the  most  of 
this  charming  location  Large  windows 
allow  for  ample  light  and  a great  view  of 
the  park.  Once  inside,  the  use  of  cherry 
wood  and  deep  green  continues  the  natur- 
al element  ambiance.  Tables  are  available 
both  inside  and  out.  Or  customers  can  sit 


near  the  back,  at  an  lL’  shaped  counter  that 
hugs  an  open  kitchen.  This  "island,”  cov- 
ered by  a wood-beamed  canopy,  is  also 
where  food  is  ordered. 

Following  the  fashion  rule,  “less  is 
more,”  the  cafe’s  understated  menu  is 
refreshingly  simple.  A chalkboard  on  the 
left  wall  lists  coffee  drinks,  bagels,  pas- 
tries, sandwiches,  salads,  soup  of  the  day 
and  fruit  smoothies. 

I started  with  a garden  salad.  Red  and 
butter  leaf  lettuce  mixed  with  radiccio 
came  with  tomatoes  wedges,  and  was 
tossed  in  a tangy  vinaigrette  dressing. 
Quite  a heap  for  three  dollars  and  some 
change  A Greek  salad  and  the  classic 
Caesar  are  also  available,  but  for  a few 
more  dollars. 

Sandwiches  include  veggie,  salami, 
turkey,  tuna  and  humus.  I opted  for  the 
veggie.  Served  on  whole  wheat  bread, 
slathered  with  sweet  mustard  and  Mayo, 
the  sandwich  was  filled  with  sprouts,  let- 
tuce, tomato,  tangy  red  onion,  pickles  and 
ripe  avocado.  Fresh,  filling  and  around 
five  dollars. 

If  smoothies  are  your  poison,  Dolores 
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niman  schell  beef  served  (natural  beef) 

no  hormones  • no  added  chemicals 

3285  21  street  @ valencia  285-5200 
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Park  Cafe  has  something  for  you.  Choose 
from  orange/banana,  strawberry/ginger 
mint/pmeapple,  blueberry  and  raspberry.  I 
loved  the  strawbeny/ginger  mini,  a sweet 
berry  infused  with  refreshing  mint. 

Dolores  Park  Cafe  also  offers  bagels 
and  breakfast  pastries  for  the  morning 
patrons,  along  with  a complete  coffee 
menu. 

Whether  you  are  looking  for  quick 
lunch  or  a new  place  to  relax,  Dolores  Park 

Depth  Psychotherapy 

Heal  old  wounds,  past  trauma  and  abuse. 

Explore  and  work  through  stuck  places,  fears 
and  anxiety  that  keep  you  from  having 
the  relationships  and  life  that  you  want. 

Peggy  Handler,  mfcc 
(415)  695-0166 

LICENSE  MFC32077  Se  habla  español 


A mee  spot.  Photo  by  David  Fenkel 
Cafe  is  worth  trying. 

Dolores  Park  Cafe  is  located  at  18th  and 
Dolores  and  is  open  everyday  from  7im. 
to  9 p.m. 


FREE  NICOTINE  GUM 

The  Habit  Abatement  Clinic  at  UCSF  is 
offering  a free  research  treatment 
program.  For  more  information  call 

(415)  502-8435 
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Get  a box  of  freshly  picked,  organically  grown  produce 
each  week.  The  boxes  have  enough  vegetables  for 
a household  of  four  non-vegetarians  or  for  two  vegetarians. 

Call  Marcy®  415.826.7198  or 

DROP  BY  FOR  A BROCHURE 

FAYE'S  IS  A NEIGHBORHOOD  MARKET  - 3614  18TH  STREET  @ GUERRERO 
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Health! 

Matters 


Richard  Pitt 


IMMUNITY  AND 
VACINATION 

The  routine  vaccination  of  children 
from  the  time  of  birth  is  generally 
accepted  to  be  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful interventions  of  medicine.  So  much 
so  that  the  United  States  has  a compulsory 
vaccination  program  for  all  children.  The 
first  vaccine  to  be  produced  was  for  small- 
pox, and  later,  vaccines  for  many  other 
infectious  diseases,  some  of  which  were 
potentially  fatal;  others,  more  common  and 
benign  diseases. 

At  the  present  time,  a child  will  receive 
the  following  vaccines:  DPT  (diphtheria. 
Pertussis  and  Tetanus);  Hepatitis  B,  OPV 
or  IPV  (oral  or  inactivated  poliovirus); 
HIB  (meningitis);  MMR  (measles,  mumps 
and  rubella);  and  VZV  (chicken  pox). 
These  vaccines  are  regarded  as  having 
helped  prevent  or  eliminate  these  diseases, 
and  any  risk  from  the  vaccine  is  out- 
weighed by  the  personal  and  social  benefit 
the  vaccine  offers. 

Although  it  is  true  that  vaccination  has 
been  effective  in  limiting  and  eliminating 
some  diseases,  other  factors  such  as 
improved  sanitation  and  hygiene,  better 
nutrition  and  housing  have  also  liad  a dra- 
matic influence  in  the  decrease  of  many 
infectious  diseases.  This  is  very  apparent 
when  looking  at  the  incidence  of  infectious 
diseases  in  developing  countries,  where 
there  is  a much  greater  incidence  of  dis- 
ease due  to  malnutrition,  poor  hygiene  and 
contaminated  water.  Apart  from  the  imme- 
diate survival  needs  of  basic  nutrition, 
clean  drinking  water  is  the  most  important 
factor  in  the  prevention  of  disease  in  the 
developing  world,  more  than  any  medi- 
cines we  can  offer  them.  Even  childhood 
diseases  like  measles,  mumps  and  chicken- 
pox,  which  in  developed  countries  rarely 
have  serious  complications,  can  be  fatal  in 
children  with  already  very  weak  immuni- 
ties. Although  these  children  may  benefit 
from  the  protection  of  vaccines,  their 
immunity  is  often  too  low  to  maintain  ade- 
quate protection,  both  to  the  disease  vacci- 
nated for,  and  other  infectious  diseases. 

One  of  the  results  and  benefits  of  mod- 
em life  is  that  our  bodies  do  not  have  to 
constantly  fight  an  uphill  battle  against 


infectious  diseases.  Not  only  have  these 
diseases  naturally  declined  but  our  immu- 
nity is  stronger  in  its  ability  to  repel  acute 
infectious  diseases  if  they  do  occur.  Some 
of  this  immunity  is  genetically  passed  on. 
For  hundreds  of  years,  our  ancestors  have 
had  to  combat  disease  and  have  passed  on 
degrees  of  immunity  to  future- generations. 
This  genetic  immunity  was  most  graphi- 
cally seen  when  the  “white”  man  first 
came  across  indigenous  cultures  through- 
out the  world.  More  people  died  of  the  dis- 
eases brought  by  the  “white"  man  than  by 
any  other  means,  with  diseases,  which 
were  no  longer  fatal  to  the  carriers. 

Although  it  is  reasonable  to  look  for 
solutions  to  dangerous  diseases  such  as 
Polio,  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus,  where  vac- 
cines have  been  developed  and  used  for 
many  years,  it  is  perhaps  more  question- 
able when  considering  natural  childhood 
diseases  such  as  Measles,  Mumps  and 
Chicken  Pox.  Some  people  think  that  it  is 
actually  beneficial  for  a child  to  get  these 
diseases  as  it  helps  develop  the  child’s  nat- 
ural immunity.  Healthy  children  usually 
can  fight  off  these  diseases  quite  quickly, 
although  measles  can  be  quite  unpleasant 
However,  it  is  usually  children  whose 
immunity  is  already  compromised  that  are 
more  seriously  affected  by  the  disease 
One  other  complication  being  experienced 
is  that  vaccinated  children  can  get  the  dis- 
ease later  in  life,  during  adolescence  and 
adulthood,  when  it  can  be  much  more 
severe.  Our  understanding  of  how  the 
body’s  immunity  can  be  stimulated  and 
enhanced  is  growing  all  the  time.  From 
medical  research  with  vaccinations  and 
genetics,  to  common  sense  issues  of  nutri- 
tion, clean  air,  reduction  of  stress  and  a 
generally  healthy  living  environment, 
these  can  all  contribute  to  the  maintenance 
of  our  health. 

For  more  information  on  the  issue  of 
vaccines,  the  following  book  may  be  of 
use:  “The  Vaccine  Guide”  by  Randall 
Neustaedter,  available  at  800-359-9051. 
You  can  also  call  the  National  Vaccine 
Information  Center  (NVIC)  at  800-909- 
SHOT. 

Richard  Pitt  RS  Horn,  CCH,  Consultant 
in  Homeopathy,  3689  18th  St,  San 
Francisco  CA  94110.  Phone:  415-565- 
0979. 


Miracle  Mile  Makers 


MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


r- 


Mission  Goodwill  Industries  retail  out- 
let is  a nice  compact  second  hand  empori- 
um that  usually  has  a bevy  of  bargain 
hunters  of  waiting  outside  each  morning 
before  the  store  opens  It’s  probably  the 
best  in  the  neighborhood  to  get  used  com- 
puter hardware  and  software  that  arrives 
daily  in  small  quantities.  Men  and 
women’s  clothing,  which  takes  up  most  of 
the  first  floor  and  all  of  the  mezzanine  sec- 
tion, is  priced  lower  than  most  of  the  other 
Mission  thrift  stores. 

For  music  lovers,  there  s always  a bin  of 
cassette  tapes  and  an  on  and  off  supply  of 
CD’s.  An  electronic  section  in  the  back 
offers  a wide  variety  of  stereo  compo- 
nents, TV’s  and  telephones.  The  book  sec- 
tion is  small  but  you  can  find  the  occa- 
sional rare  item.  All  in  all,  it’s  a browsers 
paradise. 

The  Mission  Goodwill  Store  is  located 
at  2279  Mission  Street  and  open  9 am  to  8 
pm  Monday  to  Saturday  and  1 1 am  to  6 pm 
on  Sunday. 


Martha  & Brothers  Coffee  adds  a bright 
new  spot  to  rapidly  revitalizing  Mission 
Street  A comfortable  place  to  take  a break 
and  enjoy  a finely  brewed  cup  of  gourmet 
coffee,  made  from  beans  roasted  at  their 
coffee  roasting  plant  in  South  San 
Francisco,  and  one  of  Martha  and  Brothers 
generous  selection  of  extremely  rich  pas- 
tries. A sidewalk  bench  gives  coffee 
drinkers  an  option  of  sitting  in  the  open  air 
and  enjoying  the  Mission’s  abundant  sun- 
shine. Lattes,  espresso  and  other  specialty 
coffee  drinks  are  available  as  well.  An 
instant  favorite  with  café  patrons  has  been 
the  Mocha  Magic;  a thick  ice  cream  and 
coffee  drink  topped  off  with  whipped 
cream  You  can  also  buy  whole  beans 
starting  at  a very  reasonable  $7  a pound.  In 
addition,  Martha’s  offers  teas,  bagels  and 
juices. 

Martha  & Brothers  is  located  at  2475 
Mission  Street  and  open  6:30  am  to  7 pm 
Monday  to  Saturday  and  7 am  to  7 p m.  on 
Sundays 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4171 


XPCSED 

photographic  services 


Custom  Block  S»  White  Photoflnlshlng 


425SOUTHVANNESS 

(415)487-9996 
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2050  -16th  Street, 

'Open  7 Days  10  a .m.-2  a.m 
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Poems 
of  the  Month 


edited  by  Barbara  Bennett 


WE  COULD 

Why  stop  at  tattoos. 

We  could  pierce  the  skin  of  the  earth 
and  burrow  into  its  side, 
fisted  deeper  than  razors 
or  needles  could  reach, 
nuzzling  the  mud  with  our  eyes, 
gulping  down  sticky  blindness 
like  wine. 

We  could  laugh  when  the  threads  that 
bind  up  the  seams  of  cities  and  towns 
as  tight  as  a baseball 
come  undone, 

and  the  outside  world  peels  back 
like  sunburnt  skm 
and  fake  tattoos 
and  yellow  butterflies 
masquerading  as  bruises. 

We  could  crouch  like  forgotten  statues, 
dusty  relics,  fertility  bursting  through 
marble  cracks,  our  skillful  curves 
too  stiff  to  allow  any  moving  or  feeling 
the  needing  lips  of  mosquitoes’  itch 
whose  meaning  carves 
its  swollen  masterpiece, 
as  relevant  as  a kiss 
We  could  die  tonight,  tattoo  the  earth. 


slip  under  its  surface  like  pigment, 
and  freeze  like  a portrait 

-Skye  Whitakker 

MEMORIES 

survivor 

old  timer 

in  search  of  a fix 

burned  spoon  hovering  over 

hot  flame 

like  a moth  drawn  to 
a light  bulb 
arm  stretched  tight 
with  rubber  band 
liquid  death  riding 
sunken  vein 
resembling  a cowboy 
back  from  a long 
trail  drive 

-A.D.  Winans 


Send  words  to 

Barbara  Bennett,  Poetry  Editor, 
New  Mission  News 
777  Valencia,  SF  Ca  94110 
S.F.  CA  94110 


MODERN  TIMES 

26  Years  of  Independent  Book  Selling 


• Monthly  Calendar  of  Author  Appearances 

• Servido  Bilingüe  y Libros  en  Español 


888  Valencia  Street  @ 20th/41 5-282-9246 

Hours:  Mon.  to  Sat.  11-9  Sunday  11-6 


ir^er  Joint 


807  Valencia 

(at  19th  Street) 

824  3 m 

Open  Everyday 

11:00  11:00 


Natural  Niman  Schell  Beef  and  Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 

Natural  Beef  Burgers  • Veggie  Burgers  • Fries  • Hot  Dogs  & Shakes 


SF  Renaissance 

Entrepreneurship  Center 


Currently  in  business  but  need  a 
business  plan  or  some  guidance? 


Are  you: 


Interested  in 
starting 

your  own  business? 


Working  out  of  your  home  and  feeling  isolated? 


A small  business  owner  needing  professional 
office  space  and  support  at  a reasonable  price? 


IF  YOU  ARE  AN  ASPIRING  OR  EXISTING  SMALL  BUSINESS  OWNER  struggling 
to  make  it  alone,  SF  Renaissance  can  help.  We  are  a non-profit  organization  that  provides 
practical,  intensive  classroom  training  in  business  management,  marketing,  and  finance 
skills.  We  also  have  an  on-site  buisness  incubator  with  low-cost  office  space  and 
excellent  business  support  services. 


For  the  last  12  years,  SF  Renaissance  has  been  assisting  low  and  moderate  income 
entrepreneurs  reach  success  — over  400  existing  business  have  gone  through  our  program. 
If  you  want  to  learn  more  about  howto  join  our  community  of  entrepreneurs, 
please  call  (415)541-8580. 


"Indian  Food  With  A New  Attitude" 

5:30  - 10:30  pm  Fri.  - Sat.  5:30  - lO  pm  Sun  - Thur 
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Round  World 
Music  Review 


Robert  Leaver 


LOS  MUSICOS 
MUERTOS 

In  the  past  couple  months,  three  leg- 
endary musicians  from  three  different 
continents  have  died.  Most  recently, 
the  famed  qawalli  singer  from  Pakistan, 
Nusrat  Fateh  Ali-Khan  passed  on  while 
awaiting  a kidney  transplant  in  a hospital 
in  London.  Also  in  August  the  always-con- 
troversial  Nigerian  musician  Fela 
Anikulapo-Kuti  died  of  AIDS  related  heart 
failure.  And  in  late  July,  the  well-loved 
leader  of  the  Cuban  Orquestra  Reve,  Elio 
Reve,  died  when  he  was  hit  by  a car.  In 
commemoration  of  the  “Día  de  los 
Muertos”  or  the  day  of  the  dead,  this  col- 
umn is  dedicated  to  their  music  and  mem- 
ory. 

Nusrat  Fateh  Ali-Khan  stepped  onto  the 
world  stage  in  Europe  in  the  eighties  as  he 
performed  to  enthusiastic  response  at  festi- 
vals, such  as  Peter  Gabriel  ’s  WOMAD  fes- 
tival. The  music  he  played,  qawalli,  is  an 
ancient  Sufi  Muslim  devotional  music  that 
demands  a vocal  range  and  power  which 
few  singers  have,  and  he  outshone  them  all 
with  a voice  that  shall  surely  be  considered 
among  the  most  powerful  the  world  has 
ever  heard.  The  instrumentation  includes 
tabla  drums,  harmonium  (an  accordion- 
like box)  and  chorus  singers,  whose  hand- 
clapping helps  push  the  singer  to  ecstatic 
heights.  Songs  may  go  on  for  twenty  or 
thirty  minutes  with  improvisational  vocals 
parts  based  on  religious  texts,  or  even 
risqué  poetry.  In  the  nineties  he  achieved 
crossover  fame  with  the  record  Mustt 
Mustt  and  Night  Song,  which  he  recorded 
with  Michael  Brook.  My  personal 
favorites  are  the  first  two  records  he 


recorded  for  Peter  Gabriel’s  WOMAD 
label;  the  two  have  been  re-released  on  one 
CD  entitled  Love  and  Devotional  Songs. 

Fela  Anikulapo-Kuti  was  the  first 
African  musician  I heard  and  I have  him  to 
thank  for  opening  that  door.  Always  con- 
troversial for  his  opinions  and  outspoken 
criticism  of  the  Nigerian  government, 
Fela,  as  he  was  simply  known,  became 
popular  throughout  West  Africa,  Europe 
and  even  here,  in  the  U S.  He  developed  a 
rhythm  he  called  Afro-Beat  that  was  a 
hybrid  of  funk  and  African  music,  which 
allowed  him  to  sing  long  texts  over  a 
groove,  or  solo  on  sax.  As  an  educated  son 
of  a preacher,  he  preferred  to  sing  in  pidgin 
English,  which  made  his  music  understood 
both  at  home  and  abroad.  Among  his  many 
famous  songs  are  Zombie;  I.T.T. 
(International  Thief  Thief),  a condemna- 
tion of  corporate  imperialism;  Yellow 
Fever,  criticizing  skin  bleaching;  Colonial 
Mentality;  Suffering  and  Smiling;  Black 
President;  Expensive  Shit,  about  a person- 
al experience  in  police  custody;  arel  Coffin 
for  Head  of  State,  the  cover  of  which  dis- 
played a picture  of  Fela  and  his  followers 
carrying  his  mothers’  coffin  past  the  mili- 
tary barracks  that  lodged  the  soldiers  who 
killed  her  when  they  raided  his  compound 
and  threw  her  out  an  upstairs  window. 

An  important  symbol  of  African  power 
and  pride  Fela  said,  “I  am  using  my  music 
as  a weapon.”  He  was  constantly  harassed 
by  police  and  the  military  in  Nigeria  and 
was  detained  numerous  times,  during 
which  he  was  beaten  and  tortured.  He  was 
also  famous  for  his  lifestyle  of  promiscuity 
and  smoking  herb.  In  1978,  he  married 
twenty-seven  wives  at  once.  He  declared 
his  compound  an  independent  republic,  the 


$2.00  well  drinks 
$2.50  pints 
$8.00  pitchers 


160  16th  street./ 
15.861.2599 


POOL  TABLES  .50  CENTS 

pool  tournament  Wednesdays  @ 7:30. 


I 

live  music  oiTT-™ ^ | 

Saturday  & Sunday  nights 


“Kalakuta  Republic,”  which  was  later 
burned  down  by  the  military.  True  to  his 
beliefs  and  ideas,  he  will  remain  a legend. 

Lastly,  one  of  Cuba’s  oldest  bandlead- 
ers, timbalero  Elio  Reve,  passed  on  July 
24,  in  an  accident  He  had  been  leading  his 
band,  which  toured  all  over  the  world,  and 
recording  records  since  the  sixties.  His 
music  was  based  on  the  changui  rhy  thm 
from  the  eastern  province  of  Cuba,  which 
includes  Guantanamo  and  Santiago.  He 
brought  this  rhythm  into  a popular  dance 
form  by  adding  a trombone  section  but 
maintained  traditional  elements.  Well 
loved  for  the  humor  of  his  songs  and  his 
comic  personality  he  was  also  respected 
for  his  dedication  to  the  Cuban  revolution 
and  the  people  of  the  countryside.  To  my 
ears,  his  last  recording,  Arriba  Las  Manos, 
may  have  been  his  best.  His  unique  style 
and  his  warm  heart  will  be  missed. 

Last  month’s  article  seems  to  have  con- 
fused some  readers.  I was  speaking  about  a 
controversial  concert  in  Cuba  and  my  own 
personal  experience  and  the  comments  of 
people  with  whom  I talked.  Within  this 


context,  I mentioned  the  Festival  of  the 
Youth,  which  was  a Cuban-sponsored 
socialist  event,  with  invitees  from  literally 
ail  over  the  world  (12,000  strong),  includ- 
ing, of  course,  San  Francisco.  My  article 
was  about  La  Charanga  Habanera  and  their 
concert,  which  coincided  with  the  festival. 
I’m  certain  the  festival  was  a profound 
experience  for  the  youth  from  here,  there 
and  elsewhere  who  participated,  and  I 
applaud  any  efforts  to  bring  together  peo- 
ple from  diverse  backgrounds  I have  often 
spoke  out  against  and  written  about  the 
blockade  against  Cuba  and  this  festival 
hopefully  brought  about  a greater  aware- 
ness of  this  issue.  My  point  in  mentioning 
that  the  delegates  were  like  tourists  was 
that  it  was  obvious  who  they  were  from  the 
badges  around  their  necks,  which  afforded 
them  a special  place  in  front  of  the  stage  I 
felt  it  was  important  in  describing  this  con- 
troversial event  and  placing  it  in  context.  It 
would  be  great  if  every  American  were  to 
visit  Cuba  for  they  would  surely  see  Cuba 
is  not  our  enemy.  If  you  are  interested  in 
travel  to  Cuba  you  can  contact  Global 
Exchange  at  255-7296. 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 

Open  Monday  - Saturday  9 

Robert  C Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstorff,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 


Software:  QuarkXPress,  Photoshop,  illustrator.  PageMaker,  FrameMaker, 
FileMaker,  FreeHand,  WordScan,  Acrobat,  Streamline,  Words,  works.  Claris. 

Fax  Service  (send  & receive) 

Copy  Service  (Quantity  Discounts) 


• Flyers 

• Menus 

■ ■ r 

• Business  Cards 

• Resumé 

• Scanning 

• Laser  Prints 

• Labels 

• Binding 

• Laminating 

•Fedex 

• U.P.S 

• Mail  Boxes 

924  Valencia  St.  (Between  20th  & 21st) 

Tel/Fax  (415)  642-0559 

e-mail;  bazaar@aimnet.com 


HARRINGTON  BROS 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 
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599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 


b y 


We  Buy  & Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Old , Like  New  & Antique 


10  a. in.  to  6 p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday 

Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 
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| AT  OUR  MEXICAN  ¿RILLS 

\ ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  PRINKS  & BEER 

f 17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA 
* 431-3351 


3071  16TH  ST.  * SF 
864-8840 


